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AS every work of this kind muſt expect to | 


meet with ſome cenſure, the Author 


. begs leave to inform the public, that ſbe 
would never have choſen this ſulject, bad 
it not been rather to vindicate an injured. 
character than to ſet forth her own genius. 


As ſuch, ſhe hopes thoſe lovers of criti- 
ciſm, who ſet up for great wits, will look 


over this work with an «ye of pily ratber 


than contempt. for though the Eſſay on 
Falſe Friendſhip may be thought too ſe- 


vere, whoever reads it with attention will 
find they have as little right to place cons 


fidence in every perſon whoſe charafer lands 


wnimpeached in the eyes of the world, as 
they have to belicve all the falſe "reports © 
which are daily invented to the affe 
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of thoſe who are in general more innocent than 
their accuſers : and contemptible as this work 
may appear, there are ſome paſſages in it which 
the meaneft comprebenſions may turn to their 
advantage; particularly thoſe who are born 
in affluence, and by any unforeſeen misfortunes 
want the alſiſtance of friends, then a new 
ſcene will be opened to their view, and at once 
ſhew them what a phantom all the boaſted 
friendſhip of this world is; as will appear by 
ſome of the Characters which are introduced 
in this book. 


Fee people know the world till misfortung 
or miſcondutt ſhew it as it really is; therefore 
no wender to fee people of fortune appear to 
have many friends; and we are all willing to 
believe ſo till we land in need of them. But 
then, in Shakeſpeare's words, Friendſhip may 
be likened to © The baſeleſs fabric of a vi- 
*©-fion, which leaves not a wreck behind.” 
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INIKRODUSTION. 


ISS Catlane was the daughter of a gen- 


tleman in the county of Suffolk, about 


ſixty miles from the capital: a man of family | 


and fortune ; but being very imprudent in the 
younger part of his life, had ſquandered away 


great part of his eſtate; and dying at the age 


of forty, left a wife and two daughters poſ- 
ſeſſed of little more than two hundred pounds 
a year, and dying without a will, prev every 
thing into confuſion. Mrs. Catlane being of 
an unhappy diſpoſition, reflected ſo much upon 
her daughters, as rendered their lives: quite 
miſcrable ; which induced Miſs Catlane to go 
and board at ſome diſtance from her mother, 


rather than continually hear complaints which 


_ there 


there was no remedFfYor, and communicated- 
ſuch, intentions to a friend, who acquieſced in 
the propoſal, and provided her with a ſituation 
| for that purpoſe near Framlingham, in Suffolk, 
with a lady whom ſhe afterwards found to be 


a relation; and who grew ſo extremely fond | 
of her that it was with great difficulty ſhe 5 3 
could be prevailed upon by Mrs. Catlane to * 


„ ecome home, to ſettle ſome buſineſs which her 
2 En 
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4 mother could not have done without her; and 
8B * enticed her with a promiſe . that ſhe ſhould 


=. return in a few weeks. 
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Miss Catlane was then about e 3 
ſwall in perſon, but graceful and genteel; a 


ſine complexion, light brown hair, and an 


. ſett of features: and though not to 


ns: A 


\ * * be ranked with the firſt claſs of beauties, was 
bleſſed with that eaſe and elegance which - 


ſurpaſs beauty itſelf. This, joined to an un- 
i 3Z 13 drommon flow of ſpirits and a fund of gene- 
* W Which ſhe inherited from ber father 
without 


vii ) 


without half his fortune, ſoon 8 her * 
mired and eſteemed by all: But poor Mrs. 
Catlane thought her — no ways becom- 
ing a ſmall fortune; therefore it created a mis- 


underſtanding between them, which involved 
Miſs Catlane in many difficulties, as will be ſeen 


in this work. 
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LET 
MISS CATLANE TO MISS SUKEY. 


B— Hall. 

OU are impatient, I dare ſay, to know how 
I like my new ſituation : but I can give you 
no better deſcription than this, by comparing my- 
ſelf to a ſhip in a ſtorm, juſt _ to ſink, when 
Divine Providence with his Almighty aid, pointed 
out a moſt ſafo and peacęful harbour, where may I 
long continue! But I ſhall now proceed to tell you 
how I like this place and family. The former is an 


agreeable village, with ſeveral genteel families in it, + 
which makes it a pleaſant neighbourhood ; and what * 


adds to my happineſs is, Mr. A keeps a pack of 
hounds, and I am to have a moſt delightful horſe to 


ride upon, as I mean to go a hunting next week. 


Then for a lucky fall to waft me into another world. 
Mrs. A ſays ſhe thinks I ſhall break my neck; 
for I am a careleſs thing. She is a very pleaſing 
woman, about fifty ; of a lively diſpoſition, a ſweet 
temper, and ſomething very engaging in her man- 
ner. You will think ſo, when I tell you Mr. 
A—— is her ſecond huſband; a very handſome 
man, about twenty-five but conſumptive, of courſe 


never well. So, my dear, ſhe is a good nurſe for 


him; though I believe they are a very happy cou- 
; * B * | ple, 
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ple, for he ſeems as fond of her as if ſhe- 928 more 


agreeable to him in years, They take a great deal 


of pleaſure; _ out or have company. at home ; 


and are great card players here, which you know 


is not difagreeeble to me; and as they viſit no 


where but in genteel families, I ſhall find it a yery 
improving place for a young perſon; and I affure 
you they are very religious people, though they 
join in ſuch a round of innocent diverſions, but 
without that ſordid ſtrictneſs which renders religion 
ſo diſguſting to young people, and ſerves but to 
contract their ideas into an outward ſhow of it, 


without ever taſting its inward purity. Such are 


my notions of things; and little as I know of the 
world, have ſeen too many wear it as a cloak for 
all manner of vice; and indeed ſhall always be- 
lieve we have moſt reaſon to ſuſpect thoſe who 
profeſs a great deal, let it be in what it will; for 


my dear mother, you know, ſays that ſhe loves us 


better than other people do their children, yet I 
am ſure ſhe has a ſtrange way of ſhewing it. 1 
hope things are altered now I am from home, and 
that you are more happy, as ſhe has no one to 


ſpeak to but yourſelf and has often wiſhed ſhe had 


but one of us; therefore I ſincerely wiſh you may 


x experience the good effect of my leaving you, and 


wiſh to know how you ſpend your time. I often 
think I ſee you {it up ſtairs at work, and hear my 
mother ſcolding at the bottom, and calling you 
down by the appellation of a worker of miſchief. 
Had you an agreeable jaunt from Saxmundham? 
did you meet with any thing worth obſervation, 
after you parted from me? Do inform me if you 
have ſeen my old ſpark Clod, and if he has learned 
to talk yet; for you may tell him 1 do not admire 


u being who has nothing to ſay, and would adviſe 


him to make love to a lady who is deaf and dumb, 
as he certainly muſt court by ſigns. And as I am 


not 


* =” , 


accompts to give a receipt for a heard of ſwine. Th 


night to write to you—for if I go to bed I ſhall ES 
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| 1 3 
not ſuit me; therefore ſhall give him up to: ſome * * 
happy ruſtick, who is more calculated for his taſte 
than I am. Poor young man; what pity it was his 
father did not give him a polite education, which 
would have thook off moſt part of the clown which 
now hangs ſo heavy upon his ſhoulders, that I fear 
it will break his neck, and think it is an inexcuſable 
neglect in a man of fortune to bring his children 
up in ſuch ignorance of the world. *Tis true the 
young man can write and read and caſt accompts: | 
ut what then? the writing only ſerves him. to 3 
tranſact buſineſs according to his employ ; the read | 
ing, to blunder over a few chapters in the bible to 
pleaſe his mother on the Sunday ; and his conn 
0 


are all the improvements the young gentleman has 
made after ſeven years at ſchool in the country. 
Oh heavens! keep me from ſuch a huſband and give 
me one who knows better than myſelf, that I may 
with pleaſure be inſtructed by him; which is the 
ſincere wiſh of your affectionate ſiſter, ; --  _ 
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LETTER N. 
MISS CATLANE TO MR. MILDMAN. 


A GREEABLE to my promiſe, I wiſh to inform 

you, that I am ſafe arrived from the Houſe of 
Bondage into the Land of Promiſe—a delightful 
place, an agreeable family, and every thing I could 
with; and to crown my deſires, the gentleman 
keeps a pack of hounds, and I am to go hunting 
to-morrow morning. Sir ]J— B— ſpent yeſter-. 
day evening with us, and provided me with a horſe 
of his to ride on; therefore I have devoted this 
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not fleep for thinking of it. You find J have al- 
moſt forgot all my troubles : indeed I make it a 
rule never to think of them when I can poſhbly 
divert myſelf from it. 1 had a very agreeable 
jaunt to „attended by my ſiſter and Mrs. 
Friendly, as far as Saxmundham. Nothing parti- 
cular happened, B will be quite ſtupid 
now I am come away ; for I was the life of the 
place, and I aſſure you the trades people looked 
blue when they heard I was going to leave them. 
What will poor Wright do with his poſt chaiſes 
now? he will want but one—and as to the drivers, 
they mean to go into mourning for the half crowns . 
they are likely to loſe by my flight—and the poor 
in general are in the greateſt lamentation at my de- 
parture; for they were pleaſed to tell me they 
wiſhed to have ſeen me ſpend my days in my native 
Jace, where ſo many of my family had lived, and 
n ſhining ornaments of — — and chari- 
* particularly my eee who reduced four 
thouſand a year to four hundred—and my father 
went on in the ſame way—and my poor neighbours 
are afraid my leaving them may be a means of 
ſetting me in the right road, which will be an ir- 
Teparable loſs to them. For my part, I am fo 
happ o Ie new ſituation, that I am quite ele- 
_ vated : for J partake of a round of 3 with 
that eaſe and tranquillity which makes every thing 
ſo agreeable. Mrs. A is one of the beſt bred 
women [I ever ſaw. There is a ſweetneſs in her 
diſpoſition that is beyond deſcription. May I never 
leave this ſtate of happineſs, *till I am tranſlated to 
everlaſting bliſs. I know you will think me to 
blame for leaving my mother; and ſuppoſe I ought 
to put up with her temper as a duty incumbent on 
a child. I grant that, where the child's ruin and 
deſtruction do not depend upon it: but where this 
is the conſequence, all other motives ought to give 
dee. Indeed it is by my mother's conſent that I, 
_ +. F&E- +a. 


” 
- 
x 
* * 2 4 
5 
- 


wo (539) X 
am come to B— Hall; otherwiſe 1 could not have 
done ſo; therefore it is not ſo deſperate a ſcheme, 
nor ſo bad as it might have happened, had I been 
obliged to = at 1— Hall any longer: for I have 
too great a pleaſure in pleaſing, to be happy in a A 
place where I find that is out of my power. Lou 
may ſuppoſe that it was my thoughtleſs diſpoſition I 
which occaſioned Mrs. Catlane's unhappinefs, but 
indeed it was not; and as you ſeem a ſtranger to 
the real cauſe, I muſt beg (Parc to keep you fo, 
and bear the blame myſelf, rather than expoſe fo 
dear a friend. I can be ſerious, you ſee, when I 
am in the mind; and if it was not that I am going 
a hunting to-morrow morning, I would ſet about 
making the copy of verſes which I promiſed you 
ſome time ago. But I know, that unleſs they are 
ſolemn they will not ſuit ybur ſerious diſpoſition 
therefore till I am in a ſuitable mind, I cannot 
think to ſet about them —however if I do not break 
my neck to-morrow, you ſhall have them ſoon— 
if I do, ſhall expect you will write ſomething ſuit- 
able for me on that occaſion, which will much 
oblige 


Your very humble ſervant, 


S. CATLANE; + 


LETTERME 


Miss CATLANE TO MRS. FRIENDLY. _, 


GOON after I parted from you, I arrived at B 
Fall, and was moſt agreeably received by Mr. 
and Mrs. A— who were ſorry my ſiſter and you 
did not. accompany me all the way. Indeed ou 
would have been highly pleaſed with Mrs for 
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The is a delightful woman; and though near fifty 
is as lively as a girl. And well ſhe may; for ſh 
has a young, huſband about twenty-five—therefore 
1 thiak lov muſt be all in imagination; for they 
ſeem as bond of each other as if they were quite 
equal in reſpect to years —what a change in my 
ſituation, from a ſcene of unhappineſs, quarrelling, 
and diſcontent, now arrived at a ſtate of happineſs, 
regularity and enjoyment. And, dear madam; could 
1 but live here till I come of age, that I might 
ſettle ſome family affairs to my mind, and take my 
poor ſiſter from P— Hall, I ſhould have my hap- 
ineſs complete, for I ſhould look upon this as my 
curry For Mrs. A— tells me as ſhe has no chil» 
dren of her own, ſhe ſhall call me her child, and 
treat me the ſame. But four years is a great; while 
to look forward, and a thouſand things may happen 
to tear me from this pleaſing ſpot ; my mother may 
inſiſt upon my coming to P— Hall again, and then 
I am ruined for ever; but will hope for the beit, 
and dear madam, do you ule all the influence you 
have,. to perſuade her to let me ſtay, if you ſhould 
hear her wiſh for me home again, as 1 make no 
doubt but ſhe will ſoon, a 
My poor ſiſter, I pity her from my heart, as I 
fear ſhe will be very unhappy without me ; but I 
reſign her to your kind protection, you who have 
ſo often taken us both in, when we have come 
with our little trembling hands and weeping eyes, 
frightned as it was from houſe and home, and 
looking up to Heaven for a friend where we might 
„our out our little ſouls, and be defended from 
hoſe violent ſtorms of paſſion in which we were 
often ſurrounded : theſe are obligations which I can 
never forget, nor ſhall I ever be wanting in grati- 
rude to acknowledge the many favours of this fort 
I have received from your hands; and as you are 
à favorite of my poor mother's, you dare fay more 
than any other in reſpect to us; you ſhalf 
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be called the peace maker, and my dear ſiſter and T 
be bound to pray for you as long as We live. 
Did you go to Mr. R—'s ball? for my 6wn part 
I find myſelf ſo happy here that I did not wiſh to 
be at it, and then the life I ſhould have had for 
oing, would have been paying at too dear a rate 
for an evening's diverſion, and I ſhalf be at one of 
our own if I live till Chriſtmas, for Mr. A— gives 
one then, and we ſhall go to Sir John R—'s and 
Sir John B—'s, and Mr. A— ſubſcribes to Sax- 
mundham and Y oxford aſſemblies. That is juſt the 
thing for me, I am elevated at the thoughts of it. 
Dear madam do not tell my mother that I am in 
- ſo gay a place, for J am ſure ſhe would not let me 
ſtay if ſhe knew it. 1 find Mrs. A— was a rich 
widow! to Mr. A—, and that ſhe married him 
againſt her friends conſent. But he is a handſome 
man, and had two thouſand pounds of his own, ſo 
he was not in diſtreſs; he is a good young man, 
I think he is quite deſerving her, though the has 
a thouſand good qualities notwithſtanding her age: 
and upon my word I think any man might be happy 
with her. Mr. A— 1s quite the gentleman, though 
her friends will not allow that, becauſe. his pedi- 
gree did not derive from Baronets ; but he has ti 
much good ſenſe to reflect upon her for the i 
treatment he has received from her friends, and 
looks upon it with the contempt it deſerves. She 
told me Sir John R— or his family did not viſit 
her for ſome time on that account, but now they 
do, as Lady R— is a relation. Indeed Mrs. A— 
prides herſelf more in being happy than in being 
great; for ſhe has been ſo exceedingly lucky in her 
choice of two huſbands, that. ſhe will not give up 
her judgement in that point, to the firſt family in 
the kingdom: and ſhe knows too much of the 
world to ſacrifice her peace of mind to the cxiti- 
eiſms of the curious. She has à ſiſter married 
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Doctor 8—, a man according to her father's .] 
heart, f a good family, rich as a nabob, and aa 
pron 28 Lucifer; ſuch was the man he choſe for 
his eldeſt daughter, for I find he had but few good 
qualities .to recommend him, without it was: his 
uncommon ſhare of prudence, which makes him 
keep his wife without a ſhilling in her pocket for 
fear ſhe ſhould ſpend it, for Mrs. A— ſays ſhe 
never has any money. This is the true character 
of many who are called good huſbands ; but ſhould 
ſuch a one fall to my lot, I ſhall be very miſerable, 
and I will take care- he ſhall not be very happy ; 
but 1 think if he was not quite a fool, I could 
make him aſhamed of ſuch conduct. But oh 
Heavens | keep me from ſuch gentlemen-like huſ- 
bands, and let them be begging for wives with 
their pedigrees about their necks, with this motto, 
No power for thoſe who know not how to uſe it.“ 
ar madam. excuſe my quoting this ſubject, and 
the remarks I have made upon it I hope will mee: 
with your approbation, which will confer an honour. 
upon your ever affectionate friend, | 
| | S. CATLANE, 
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RTT ER IV. 


Miss s. CATLANE TO MISS CATLANE, 
WIIH pleaſure I received your letter; and am 

happy to find you expreſs fo much ſatisfaction 
in your new fituation. And'am glad to hear Mrs, 
4A is ſo agreeable a woman; and as ſhe is ndt 
likely to have any children of her own, you will 
be an excellent companion, and I dare ſay, when 


8 


ſhe comes to be thoroughly acquainted with your yg 


diſpoſition, ſhe will be unhappy to part with you. 
My mother is glad you like Hall fo well ; and, 
—_ -, te | 
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deells me ſhe hopes you will be tamed before yow 
come home: that is her expreſſion. A 
I find myſelf very dull without you: if it was 

not for 2 Friendly, I ſhould be quite ſtupid; 
for you know, we never had any acquaintance in 
this place; for though the village conſiſts of ſeveral 
wealthy farmers, yet my father was a man of too 
much pride to let us be ſociable with them, theres - 
fore I ſee nobody but our tenants, and the poot 
people who will always lament the loſs of their 
greateſt benefactor; and my mother ſays ſhe fhall 
. not give away any thing at Chriſtmas to the poor, 
8 but bread; for ſhe has no notion of hurting herſelf, 
for the ſake of a good word, and be impoſed upon 
as my father was. Indeed I muſt think my dear 

father was very imprudent, and that makes my 
mother ſo. unhappy. with us; for ſhe. is as diſcon- 

tented with me as ſhe was with you, though ſhe 

thinks I am more of her own diſpoſition; and in- 
deed ſhe tells me I ſhall learn to do the work 

24 of the houſe; for ſhe will have no ſervant, now 
the fine lady is gone. So, ſuppoſe, I ſhall be 
ſhut up to clean the boilers, kettles and ſauce- 
pans, till 1 am as black as a tinker ; and old Save- 
all tells her that is right, to bring us up to work. 
He did not know I heard him—l wiſh you had _ ;3 
been here; you would ſoon have ſilenced his buſy 
tongue—he told me he thought it was pity you ane 
Madam Catlane could not agree, for it was an 
additional expence that might have been avoided, 
and for his part he ſhould have diſregarded alittle 
ſcolding. I told him I wiſhed he had it from 
morning till night as I had; but you know his fim- 
ple way of argueing, —** Never mind it Miſs Sukey, 
never mind it girl, Madam Catlane means no 
harm.“ J am glad to hear you have a horſe you can 
ride when you pleaſe; but ſhould prefer the chariot. 

As to your hunting I do not approve of it; you 

ſeem to make as light of a broken neck as you. 
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would to dance a minuet; and at one time or other 
you ma ſuffer for it, therefore I really wiſh you +4 
would decline it. I have not ſeen young Clod ſince 


you left us, ſo have had no opportunity to communi- 
cate your fentiments to him; nor do I think it © 
would have been proper if I had, for believe me © 
the young man is unhappy enough at the ridicule 
he mcets with from his friends, without your 
laughing at him, for his mother always told him, 
you made game of him, yet the infatuated youth 
could not or would not fee it. But you muſt 
mind, for he ſays it will come home to you one 
day; for much as you think of yourſelf you may 
find at laſt a worſe huſband then he would have 
made. You find if he is deprived of the gift of 
talking he yet retains the art of thinking ; though 
he had better not then have thought of mak- 
ing love to you. Do you know what he fell in love 
with you for? as you ſay he cannot ſpeak, I 
ſuppoſe he never told you. But it was with your 
hand and arm; for he told his brother that he never 
faw any one fo handſome in his life. As to your 
face, he thinks nothing of that, for you are too pale 
for him, beſides your cheeks do not project out 
enough, neither have they got brick duſt enough 
in the compoſition. He would like them better if 
they were more like their dairy maid Betty's, 


pretty; but he thinks if there was more of it, it 
would be as well. Now I think there is more than 
enough for him already. As to your wit, he ſays 
you think you have a great deal; but that is 
not ſaying he thinks ſo. But he wiſhes to buy 
wit, as he does horſes; not to have more than 
is uſeful. I find his father and mother will ne- 
ver forgive you, as they think you gave him 
encouragement on purpoſe to deceive him, and that 


he is not like the ſame perſon he was before he ws 


became acquainted with you ; for I ſuppoſe if ys TI 
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bid him go to plow, he goes to cart ; and if they 


bid him go to cart, he goes to plow. ' And they 


think he is mad; but I am ſure they are, 


or they would have given the young man a 


better education and not have permitted a per- 
ſon of his fortune to be the dupe of ridicule, 
for which his friends are more to blame than 


he is; but their opinion of things are, that if 


you learn young people to work, they can leave 
it at any time; but they do not conſider that 
this old proverb is out of date; therefore no re- 
commendation for a young man to go a court- 
ing; it is not what - can do for a living, but 
what he can ſay to flatter his miſtreſs; ſeems 


to have a much better effect, and I would ad- 
viſe Clod to read Ovid's art of love, and make / 


no doubt but he will ſoon find himſelf a more 
agreeable companion for the ladies, and ſhun 
the gent diſgrace which he now ſeems to lay 
under, in having nothing to ſay. | 
"Tis well my mother does not ſee this letter; 
for ſhe thinks you will never do ſo well in 


point of fortune as if you had conſented to have 
had Mr. Clod. But who would have a crea- 


ture that was no more minded in the family 


then the great houſe dog, nor ſo much. —How- 
ever you may have him at any time; for he 


ſays he will never marry without he can have 
you. This is all I can learn at preſent; and 
am, my dear ſiſter, | 5 

| Your's affectionately, 


Sukey CATLANE, 


LETTER 
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would to dance a minuet; and at one time or other” +> 
you may ſuffer for it, therefore I really wiſh you © £1 
| would decline it. I have not ſeen young Clod ſine 
pou left us, ſo have had no opportunity to communi- 

cate your fentiments to him; nor do I think it 
would have been proper if I had, for believe me 
the young man is unhappy enough at the ridicule 
he meets with from his friends, without your 
laughing at him, for his mother always told him, 
you made game of him, yet the infatuated youtli 
could not or would not fee it. But you muſt 
mind, for he ſays it will come home to you one 4 
day; for much as you think of yourſelf you may | 
find at laſt a worſe huſband then he would have 
made. You find if he is deprived of the gift of 
talking he yet retains the art of thinking ; though 
he had better not then have thought of mak- 
ing love to you. Do you know what he fell in love 
with you for? as you ſay he cannot ſpeak, I 
ſuppole he never told you. But it was with your 
hand and arm; for he told his brother that he never ow 
faw any one fo handſome in his life. As to your | 
face, he thinks nothing of that, for you are too pals 
for him, beſides your cheeks do not project out 
enough, neither have they got brick duſt enough 
in the compoſition. He would like them better if 
they were more like their dairy maid Betty's, 
As to your perſon, that is little, and ſo it may be 
pretty; but he thinks if there was more of it, it 
would be as well. Now I think there is more than 
_enough for him already. As to your wit, he ſays 
vou think you have a great deal; but that is 
not ſaying he thinks ſo. But he wiſhes to buy 
wit, as he does horſes; not to have more than 
is uſeful. | I find his father and mother will ne- 
ver forgive you, as they think you gave him 
encouragement on purpoſe to deceive him, and that 
he is not like the ſame perſon he was before he 
became acquainted with you; for I ſuppoſe if wu s 
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bid him go to plow, he goes to cart; and if they 


bid him go to cart, he goes to plow. ' And they 


think he is mad; but I am ſure they are, 


or they would have given the young man a 
better education and not have permitted a per- 
ſon of his fortune to be the dupe of ridicule, 
for which his friends are more to blame than 


he is; but their opinion of things are, that if 


you learn young people to work, they can leave 


it at any time; but they do not conſider that 


this old proverb is out of date; therefore no re- 
commendation for a young man to 'go a court- 


ing; it is not what he can do for a living, but 
what he can ſay to flatter his miſtreſs, ſeems 


to have a much better effect, and I would ad- 


viſe Clod to read Ovid's art of love, and make 


no doubt but he will ſoon find himſelf a more 
agreeable companion for the ladies, and ſhun 
they: diſgrace which he now ſeems to lay 
under, in having nothing to ſay. | 
"Tis well my mother does not ſee this letter; 
for ſhe thinks you will never do ſo well in 


point of fortune as if you had conſented to have 
had Mr. Clod. But who would have a crea- 


ture that was no more minded in the family 


then the great houſe dog, nor ſo much. —How- 
ever you may have him at any time; for he 


ſays he will never- marry without he can have 


you. This is all I can learn at preſent; and 


am, my dear Liſter, 


Your's affectionately, 


Sukegy CATLANE, 


LETTER 


TY 
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LETTER v. 


YOUNG MILDMAN TO Miss CATLANE, 
TH honour and pleaſure I received from your 
fayour are equal; and I congratulate you on 
your happy arrival into the promiſed land. But you 
muſt remember onething, that is, not to worſhip any 
idols, 1n particular the golden calf; if you do, you 
may not only be driven out of the pleaſant land, 


but be utterly forſaken by thoſe who have now the 


higheſt veneration for you ; and happineſs is of fo 
ſhort a duration in this world, that I could wiſh 
you not to be ſo elevated at the flattering ideas of 


it, for ten thouſand things may break in upon you, 


and deſtroy your greateſt expectations; but this 
you will ſay is nothing more than the natq; ro- 


penſity of every melancholy and ſtupid imagina= 
tion, that can neither enjoy life myſelf, nor wiſh 


any body elſe. Indeed you are miſtaken, for though 


I am not bleſt with ſuch exalted ideas of felicity in 
this world, as your inſurmountable gaiety of mind 


has carried — to, yet think I am better ſuited to 
rub through a troubleſome world than your lady- 


ſhip. For in the firſt place, I am already prepared 


to meet diſappointments, becauſe I expect them; 
in the next place, I put no more dependance on 
Dame Fortune than my prudence ſuggeſts ;. there- 
fore in my own opinion I am almoſt a philoſopher, 
and fo well provided againſt any thing that Provi- 
dence has- allotted for me that I think whatever 
ſtate I am in, I have learned therewith to be con- 
tent. I do not mean this as any reflection upon 
your leaving P— Hall; for if I know the real cauſe, 
tho? you tell me I do not, I might. think it a ver 

requiſite expedient, but confeſs I wiſh you not ſo 


far off; and Providence may bring us nearer one 


day I 3 
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day or other. I expect to hear Mr, Clod has.com- 
mitted ſuicide, but what would be the conſequence 
of that dreadful cataſtrophe ? for I think you are 
poſſeſſed of ſuch elegant and refined feelings, that 
it would be impoſſible for you to ſurvive it long. 
Without joke, he is very unhappy. TI pity him for 
one thing and condemn him for another; his falling 
in love 1 do not wonder at; but the object of his 
choice was ſo much above what he or I could ever 
expect to obtain, that he ought to have checked 
his paſſion without expoſing bimſelf by conſeſſing 
it. I cannot forbear laughing when J think if ſuch 
a thing had been, what unity there would have 
been in your perſons, and what harmony in your 
diſpoſitions——poor Clod following the plough, 
you, dancing at an Aﬀembly ; he, loading the ſacks 
of corn; you playing cards with Lady Martin and 
driving home in old Clod's carriage, while the 
oung one is ſent out to clean the horſes. I told 
im this; he ſaid he did not mind that, to pleaſe 
his fancy. I think the end of it would have been 
a very pretty fancy, though upon my word I do 
not believe you have it in your nature to treat ſuch 
an humble flave as this with contempt, yet as you 
would find it impoſlible to poliſh him, I really 
think you would be athamed of him, though you 
may not deſpiſe him ; for the man that does every 
thing in his power to pleaſe his wife, merits from 
her every attention, with that ſoftneſs and delicacy, 
ſo pleaſing and ſo valuable in your ſex, and to 
great a recommendation to a woman of ſenſe. 

I hope you will excuſe the freedom I have taken 
in communicating my ſentiments upon the ſubject. 
Pray let me have thoſe verſes you promiſed, and I 
will obey your orders in compoſing ſome for you; 
but I hope they will not be on the diſmal occaſion 
of a broken neck, or ſudden death; for however 
amiable you may appear to me in body and mind, 
1 can hardly believe you are altogether fit to die at 
5 2 C preſent. | 
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preſent. But ſummoning up all your good quali- 
ties, and ſetting aſide the unhappineſs you hayes 


occaſioned young Clod, I believe, and ever ſhall, 
that you are of that intrinſic value, that few of our 
ſex are deferving ſuch a prize. Theſe are the real 


' ſentiments of him, who has the honor to be, 


Madam, your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


Joan MILDMAN. 
\ . 


LETTER VI. 


MRS. FRIENDLY TO MISS CATLANE. 


] Am now ſet down to acknowledge the receipt 

of your kind favor, and indeed it gave me great. 
pleaſure to hear you are likely to be ſo happy. 
Miſs Sukey and I had a very agreeable jaunt from 


Saxmundham to Ipſwich, where we dined, and 


then ſet out for P— Hall, where we arrived about 
five o'clock; but found Mrs. Catlane not very 


happy, thepgh ſhe ſeemed glad to ſee us, and was 

more compo 

Rss ball, and was highly entertained. The com- 
pany was the ſame that attended laſt year, and that 


ed before I left her. 1 went to Mr. 


divine dancer, Mrs. Garrick, who was the delight 
of the audience, was there; for if poſſible, ſhe dan- 


ces by inſpiration. We had eighty diſhes ſerved 
up in plate for ſupper, but as you was there laſt 


year, 1 ſhall not trouble you with a deſcription of 
them ; I {hall only add, that according to cuſtom 
the country girls were more dreſſed than the ladies; 
and as to their heads, the ladies were very mode- 
rate, whilſt ours were immoderate and prepoſterous ; 
and I find Miſs C— had her hair dreſt fo very bigh 
* | | | that 
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if my buckle had not broke, I ſuppoſe I mud, 


| CF | 
that ſhe was obliged to fit double in the carriage ; 
fo much that ſhe has had a.ſtiff neck ever ſince, 
and Doctor R— thinks ſhe always will, for there 
are no ſigns of her ever getting the better of it. 
Mr. R— danced with all the ladies, and behaved 
in that gentlemanlike manner He always does on 
the occaſion, and they are too polite to laugh at us 
ruſticks, till we are out of their ſight. I ſaw Lady 
B— clap Mr. R— upon the ſhoulder, and heard 
her ſay, © egad Dick, you have got ſome of the 
40 75 irls in. the kingdom here; no wonder Eſſex 
«18 ſuch a pleaſing ſpot to you, your farms ate 


* good, ſure, for they ſeem to produce a plentiful 


« crop.” You know that is like her fallies of wit, 
and as it was her Ladyſhip faid it, no body will 
doubt but that it was genuine. I muſt beg the 
favour of ſeeing ſotne of your poetry, which will 
much oblige | 


E. Faiunnt v. I 
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LETTER WE. 
Miss CATLANE TO MIS$ SUKEY CATLANE. 


AS T know I muſt write ſomething to enliven 
you in thar ſtupid place, I ſhall make it a 


point to collect together all the nonſenſe I can to 


make you laugh, as I dare ſay you have not bent 

the muſcles of your face into a ſmile ſince I left 
ou; therefore it now grows time you ſhoul 
gin to uſe them, for fear they get quite con- 

tracted. And indeed, had you ſeen me . 

hung up by my heels, you would have laughed; för 

I had a fall from my horſe as I was hunting, and 


* 
1 


have been torn to pieces; however I had the hy 2 
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l ( 16 ) 
of a fall, yet by chance received no hurt, nor did 
any body ſee me fall but Mr. A—, who always 
rides after me, and he was at too great a diſtance 
to know how I fell. Sir John B— was but juſt 
before me, and was the firſt who came to my aſſiſt- 
ance ; but before I could get up, had forty people 
round me. Sir John B— inſiſted J ſhould be led 
to the firſt farm houſe and put to bed, and ſtay till 
next day; when he would ſend his carriage to*con- 
duct me to B— Hall. I thanked him for his po- 
liteneſs, but told him I had received no hurt from 
the fall, or the fright, therefore choſe to "ic 
the ſports of the field for that day. Sir John ſaid, 
on no other terms than for him to lead my horſe as 
far as I choſe to ride. He ſet me up again, and off 
went; indeed it was as much as he could do to 

keep pace with me without leading my horſe, and 
we rode above thirty miles; and he declared I went 

'&ver ſuch dangerous places as he would not, if it 
had not been out of a compliment to me. This is 
the man of breeding who would ſacrifice his neck 
aut gf pure complaiſance. Indeed there is ſome- 
thing very pleaſing in ſuch refined manners, and 
then he paid me ſo many fine compliments; oh 
ſuch things he ſaid, as I never heard before. How- 
ever, after riding forty miles, and being at the 
death of three hares, I returned to B— Hall, at- 
»= tended by Sir John B—, Doctor S—, and Mr. A—. 

M dear ſiſter, I am the happieſt girl alive. I cor- 
reſpond with young Mildman ; he is a good young 

man, and I love to teaze him by writing letters to 
inſinuate that I have a very mean opinion of his 
underſtanding, and am pleaſed to find fault and 
contradict all he lays or does; and I do not wiſh 
him to believe that I am in jeſt. I ſuppoſe Mrs. 

F. — has told you the contents of my letter to her, 


And am, your's affeQtionately, + ' 


; 8. Carraxz. 
2 | Tf LETTER 
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ISS CATLANE, TO YOUNG MILDMAN, 


- PROM this day forward I mean to give you the 


title of the ſage Philoſopher ; for upon my word 


and honor yon write with as much learning and 
eloquence as a methodiſt parſon, and a great deal 


in chat file ; for was I not ſure you was under the 


— 


to worſhip no i 


likely that any one will do that, who wiſhes to be 
idolized themſelves. Again, you bid me in parti- 


| cular not to worſhip the golden calf; if I did, I 
ſhould not only be drove out of this pleaſant land, 
but ſhould for ever loſe the eſteem of thoſe wo had 


now the higheſt veneration for me. This is an 
ambiguous ſentence; however Mr. Wifeacre, I 


4 cannot comply with your requeſt, for believe me 
, if I worſhip any, it ſhall be a golden one, and 
x not one from Eſſex. I think it is a golden one that 
1 can only keep us in a pleaſant land long, and hin- 
5 der us from being utterly forſaken. Such is my 
5 preſumptive ignorance, ſet up againſt your incom- 
18 parable judgement of things. —Y ou could wiſhu me 
1d not to be ſo elevated at the flattering hopes of hap- 
n pineſs in this world, ſince every thing in life is un- 
2 certain: upon my word if I obſerve your uncooth , 
wy | precepts 1 ſhall ſoon ſink into nothing; but 1 can» 

n not fall in with your ſentiments; for hope gives 
1 life to the ſou], and however flattering it may 


C3 expe 


care of Counſellor H—, I ſhould have ſuppoſed 
. as had been practiſing cant phraſes under old 
hamgrace the Whitfieldite; and am at a loſs to 
anſwer your philoſophical diſcourſe. But I ſhalt 
begin with the 1 calf—you bid me remember 
ols; in anſwer to that Sir, 'tis not 


prove to the imagination, we ſhould ſoon fink be- 
the brute creation without it, and could never 


* 3 ”*S - 
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expect to arrive at the moral perfection you profeſs 
to enjoy I think Sir, you ſeem to me to be in a 


ſtate where you have nothing to with for; if ſo, 
you muſt be of all beings the moſt miſerable ; for 
may J exiſt no longer than I have hopes, though at 
the greateſt diſtance, which I could wiſh to ac- 
compliſh.—Now for your laudable ſcheme for rub- 
ing through a troubleſome world :—a young man 
at the age of twenty, brought up by his fond pa- 
rents in the moſt tender manner, his mind en- 


larged, or at leaſt, ought to be, by a ſuperior edu- 


cation, heir to an eſtate of three hundred per 
annum, at the age of twenty-one, joined to a gen- 
teel profeſſion, an entire ſtranger to every diſap- 
pointment in life, yet talk of rubbing through a, 
troubleſome world, and wiſh to ſully over the moſt 
pleaſing proſpects with the moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions of what may never happen; there is but 
little philofophy in this I think. Now I am but 
feventeen, and have heen inured to troubles and 
contradictions ever ſince I was born, and before, 
as far as I know, yet have more ſpirit, and I dare 


ſay as much fortitude, as you with all your philo- 
phy; beſides if they are ſuch inanimated beings as 


you make them out, I do not wiſh to have any 


thing to do with them. 


I am glad to hear you haye ſuch an unlimited 


- ſhare of prudence as to ſet dame Fortune at de- 


france ; for I have read Plato, and other authors 
on that ſubject, but find you very far ſurpaſs their 
underſtanding on that head, therefore no doubt but 


whatever ſtate you are in, you have learned there- 


with to be content, and I truſt chance will do as 
much for me. Do you think to flatter my vanity 
when you tell me young Clad is unhappy on my 
Accoui t.; becauſe I muſt have a 25 opinion of 


myſelf, and a higher of him than I ever had yet, 


before I could believe it; but if he really is fo, 


tell him to go and fit down by his father's * 
| e, 
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fire, and aſk the ſervants to tell him a long ſtory 
about hobgoblins to divert his melancholy ; if that 
will not cure him, they muſt frighten him, by tel- 
ling him the houle is 1 and that he is be- 
witched. This and the like, will ſoon put all no- 
tions of love out of his head : | 

As to your high fight of fancy in thinking what 
aunanimous couple Clod and I ſhould make, it is a 
very juſt obſervation ; yet I think I ſhould like 
ſ ach a ſubmiſſive being; if he would do as I bid him, 
I could deſire no more; and as to his working 
hard, he might find that very requiſite to maintain 
ſuch a giddy wife as you are pleaſed to think I 
ſhould make. As to deſpiſing a man for loving 
me, indeed I ſhould if he did ſo more than I thought 
I deſerved. You have given me a wh deſcription 
of awell bred man; in particular where you tell 
me, that after all his arguments he muſt ſubmit. 
the point to be determined by my judgment, whe- 
ther right or wrong. I admire this part; but yet 
fear I might think he had more good breeding than 

ood ſenſe; if fo, it would be ſtraining a point too 
* And then the delicacy with which he is to 
enforce every thing to my underſtanding is ſo en- 
gaging, and his manner fo bewitching, that I find 
myſelf half in love with this gentlemanlike cha- 
racter. 

And do you really think there is ſuch a man? Why 
dearly as i love hunting, I think I could give it up 
for ſuch a pleaſing object. But then you tell me 
there are fo many things wanting to compleat the 
married ſtate, that I ſhall always be afraid to ven- 
ture. For my part, I thought good nature and a 
great deal of money, were all we had to wiſh for 
in that ſtate. And after you had lifted me up with 
this beatific viſion, you caſt me down again, b 
telling me there is another kind of creature, which 
is ſo much incumbered with moroſeneſs and ill- 
nature, that they cannot be kind, even to thoſe 
| 6 they - 


| (m1) 
+ \ they profeſs to love. Pray what kind of ſpecies is 


this? to me it ſeems a monſter. But if fate has 
ordained” one of thoſe hyzna's for me, I will not 
make myſelf unhappy about it; for if I am unfor- 
 trinate enough to be chained to one of thoſe ſavages, 
by the laws of my country, the law of nature 
ſhall ſet me free; if not I will treat him with the 
contempt he deferves, and not look upon him 
as an object ſufficient to deftroy my happineſs ; 
nor is there any thing on earth that ſhall make me 
miferable, not even that tremendous ghaſtly thing 
called Poverty, with all her direful attendants. 
Therefore I think I am as fit to rub through a trou- 
bleſome world as Mr. Allwiſe. Pray inform me 
what you mean by the word cruelty, which you 
mentioned in reſpect to hunting. Now, Sir, after 
ſumming up all my imperfections, and being ready 
for hunting to-morrow morning, I have the plea- 
ſare to be | 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


S. CATLANE. 
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EETTER TX 
MISS CATLANE, TO MRS. FRIENDLY, 


V EST ERD AV I had the honour to dine at 
'Yoxford Place, the ſeat of Sir John B—. 
There was a great deal of company, and I never 
ſpent a more agreeable day. After dinner, we 
formed ourſelves into card parties, which made 
three tables. I played three rubbers at whiſt ; and 
-2 partner was the charming knight ;—the title 
cems to found very pleaſing in my ears, K 
«kn | am 
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I am charmed and delighted with Lady Smith. 
I find ſhe viſits Mrs. A—, and is to come to B= © 
Hall next week. She is an elegant woman, about 
thirty—fine ſpirits ; and a great deal of ready wit, 
which ſhe uſes on every occaſion; ſo that no other 
perſon can ſhine much in that talent, in any com- 


pony where her ladyſhip is of the party ;—but as 
cards 


ards take away the edge of wit in all converſation, 
there was nothing ſaid worth repeating. ; 
You wiſh me, my dear Madam, to ſend you 
ſome of my poetry; as ſuch I am happy to find an 
opportunity to dedicate a few lines to my beſt of 
friends; and can never be at a loſs for a ſubject, 
when I write to you. | 


Addreſſed to Mrs. Friendly. 


* 
My gratetul heart ſhall ne'er forget to praiſe, 
The well-tim'd friendſhip of my younger days : 
But more I owe to gou, than words expreſs, 
Who took me in, and pity'd my diſtreſs, 
May you ne'er want the comfort you have giv'n: 
But be rewarded with the gifts of heavin: _ 
You ſooth'd my heart, which was ſo much oppreſs'd ; 
Wip'd off the tear, and lull'd my ſoul ta reſt. 
Long may you live, with ev'ry bleſſing ſtor'd ; 


By fortune favour'd, and by heaven ador'd : 


hen may we meet in yonder bliſsful Kies, 
Where love and friendſhip everlaſting lies. 


Theſe poor lines, my dear Madam, I humbly 
ſubmit to your inſpeCtion :—I ſhould have wrote 
more; but indeed they fall ſo ſhort of what I owe _ 
to your unbounded goodneſs, that. I found myſelf 

unable to proceed; and the little opportunity I 
have had to improve myſelf in this way, and the 
great diſadvanzages under which I labour, from an 
education, no ways calculated for poetical amuſe-,. 
ments: therefore J hope your generoſity 2 | 

WEE 


8 ä 
ceuaſt an eye of ſimplicity on them equal to the {tile 


= * in which I have wrete them; but be aſſured they 


are che natural effuſions of an unaffected heart. 
I uam, my dear Mrs. Friendly, a 


Vour's for ever. 


S8. CArTLANx. 


* 
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EL FEN X. 
YOUNG MILDMAN TO MISS CATLANE. 


PAP are thoſe who are perſecuted for figh« 
teouſneſs ſake; therefore I have called forth 
all my fortitude ; and am determined to ſtand the 
teſt of all the ridicule and raillery, that your 
| , Fee of wit or invention can poſſibly ſuggeſt ; 
and without the affiſtance of old Shamgrace, the 
Whitfieldite parſon, I mean to aſk you (ſince I find 
you believe in neither Providence or Fate), what 
your religious principles are; for as every people 
and nation do admit of ſome, I ſhould ſuppoſe you 
are not without any. 8 
In reſpect to philoſophical reaſoning, you ſeem 
to be ſo complete a match for me, that I with you 
to purſue your arguments, and if I admire your 
idea of a future ſtate, as I do your wit, I ſhall be 
likely to benefit very much by your correſpondence, 
— 8 1 ſhall ever eſteem as the happieſt part of my 
I laughed ſo heartily at your letter, that Coun- 
ſeller K thinking there was ſomebody with me, 
came into the room to ſee who it was, and finding 
me alone, ſaid, Jack, are you mad, or is — 
2 2 Fo | 66 Nia 
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letter being in my hand, 
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D. in you?- what are you laughing at?” The 
14 3 and 

reading it, his fat ſides ſhook with laughing. 3 

aſked who it was, and where you lived, and much 

more; concluding with ſaying “ egad, Jack, ſhe 


will be more than a match for you if you do not 
% mind ;—you muſt bear her down with law, if 


%% you cannot overcome her with goſpel.” | 

1 find I ſhall always go by the name of the Phi- 
laſepher, while I ay in Ipſwich, for Miſs K 
has got it, and half the town. _ J 

You tell me I feem to live in a ſtate, where I 
have nothing to wiſh for? Indeed, however inſen- 
ſible you may take me to be, I am not become that 
inanimate piece of clay, at preſent; nor ſhall I 
while you keep up the little life I have remaining, 
by writing to me; indeed it is the only thing that 
will keepgne- from falling into nothing. 

You wiſh me to inform you, what I mean b 
cruelty in the exerciſe of hunting :—'tis del 
to tell you what you muſt ſo well know. But ſince 
you wiſh me to explain it to you, I muſt obey. 

For my own part, the ſports of the field give 
me no pleaſure; and what you bucks call heroic and 
noble, I call cowardice and cruelty, Now'yow ſee 
what fooliſh conceptions I have of things. But 
now for an explanation. Why I think, to ſee 
forty or fifty men riding over hedges and ditches, 
breaking down gates and ſtiles, and every thing 
they come at, and doipg all the miſchief they can, 
and all this after a pack of dogs in purſuit of a poor 
ſimple hare, is a madneſs not to be deſcribed. It 
is not only unmanly and cruel, but a diverſion 
more fit for ſavages than the refined part of man- 
kind. —And then to add to the horrid ſcene; to 
view a delicate little woman, riding over hedge and 
ditch, makes me ſhudder. Believe me, I revere 
the fair ſex ſo much, that it hurts even my uneouth 
feelings, when I think they do the leaſt my that 

| cemy 
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b  Teems to reflect upon that Uelicacy, which is ſo 
becoming them, and what you poſleſs in the 


— 


higheſt degree, hunting excepted; and till you can 
clear up that point, and make it appear to me a 
laudable amuſement fit for a lady, I cannot ap- 

prove of it; therefore I wiſh for your defence. 

I have ſent you ſome verſes, intended for your 


-- _ epitaph, if you ſhould diſlike this world, and leave 


us ſoon ; but that you may not, but continue a 
Mining ornament to your ſex, is the wiſh of him 
who has the honour to be Watt: 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
JohN MiLDMAN. 


: : * 
AN EPITAPH ON MISS cArTLAME. 


Here, in one horrid' ruin, lies 
The young, the gay, the great, the wiſe; 
Here lies the laſs whoſe boundleſs mind, 
Scarce to a world could be confin'd : 
Here fleeps the laſs, whoſe lively bloom 
Promis'd a term of years to come; 
But death cut off the promiſed joys, 
And every hope at once deſtroys : 
Here lies the laſs who none could ſave, 
"©. Sent gay and young to this dull grave! 
x So vain is all that boaſted ſtate 
Of birth and fortune in the great; 
Since all, alike, muſt yield their breath. 
And Wit muſt yield to mightier Death. 
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as you are pleaſed to addreſs me with; yet, could 


therefore I can only add, that I ſhall always think 
it the greateſt favour that can be, to be honoured 


%%% 
E e 


MRS. FRIENDLY TO MISS CATLANE.. 


Tho the object of your choice is by no 


means qualified for ſuch encomiums in verſe, 


it be ſo, your great ſenſibility of friendſhip, me- 
rits all that can be faid or done on that head; 


with your friendſhip. 

I am ſorry I did not before know that you 
was poetically inclined, as I have a relation who is 
a clergyman, and a great reader; and ſo very fond 
of poetry, that he has compoſed ſeveral volumes 
which he purpoſes having printed. I have often. 
heard him ſay, he ſhould be happy to know Tome 
young lady who had a turn that way ; for it 
would give him the greateſt pleaſure to inſtru her 
in the Tiſferent languages, fit for that purpoſe.—I 
could have recommended you to his care; where 
you would have had books, and every thing you 
could wiſh for ; and I make no doubt but you would 
ſoon have done him the higheſt honour. . 

I find you are among the great people; and 
that cards, hunting, and a Sir John or two, will 
take up moſt part of your time, ſo that you will be 
obliged to neglect your poetry, which. will be a 
=p pity ; for any well dreſſed thing may Tit and 

oſe her money at cards, whoſe head would never 
reach to make a rhyme; and many a perſon may 
make a very good figure on — but yet 4 
very poor one at a copy of verſes : therefore I can- 
not Wii you toglye up your poetry vn any account. 
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BA I ſhall expect to hear you have hunted up a bean 


or two, in your next. Your lifter and 1 went to 
Little Holland laſt week, and ſtaid all night at 
D— Hall. There was a great deal of company: 
we had a dance, and were very merry with the 
ruſtics. We had no Sir Johns: plain John Trott 
ſuits us as well. But we had a country Squire 
with us, and that will ſerve us to talk about Br a 
twelvemonth to come; for we:think as much of 
him as you will of a Duke, ere long, for I find a 
title is a that pleaſes you. wo, | 
I am glad you received no hurt by your fall 
from your horſe. For my part I ſhould; be fright- 
ened to death to ſee you ride a hunting. I was in 
company with a gentleman laſt week, Who knows 
Miſs Buxton, and has been at the death of many a 
fox with her. He ſays few men can ride with her; 
and that the keeps a ſtable of hunters, . on. purpoſe 
for her own uſe, which ſhe tires out in the ſeaſon. 
Pray let us know how you ſpend .your time, 
l Swith comes; and give me a full ac- 
count of all the great people. It will ſerve us, you 


know, td talk over in the winter evenings; and it 


now grows ſo cold we cannot get out; therefore 


you muſt furniſh us with your adventures, which 


cannot fail to divert us. 

Mrs. Catlane begins to wiſh for you at home 
again; and I am ſure if He ſends for vou to F 
Hall you will not ſtay, for, poor woman, ſhe will 
not be happy with you nor without you; and I 
keep begging of her not to. think of tending for 
you; but I know not how it will be, 
I find the little Counſellor writes to you. He 
is ly, and knows what he is about; and does 
nothing haſtily, but takes time to conſiger of the 
matter, He is a pleaſing young man; and though 
he ſays but little, yet he may think a great deal 

the purpgle. My dear Miſs Catlane, you mufl 
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expect nothing'new from this place, for we know 
no more of the world than if we were in the deſerts 
- Arabia. One thing I cannot forget, that is, to. 
ra: Your ſincere friend, 


Ec FRIENDLY. 
— 4 
1 E R XII. 


MISS CATLANE TO MISS SUK ET. 


bd. 1 ; —— 


A ſoon as I received your dear letter, I ran up 
ſtairs to anſwer it, for I am impatient to tell 
you 8 a event, which happened ſince I wrote: 

gu a * - es 

I have found that Mrs. A— is one of the Emily | 
that my dear father uſed to boaft of, and whoſe 
mother was a Miſs Wing, daughter of Sit Anthony 
W. of Suffolk, who 1s a relation of ours. She 
took me up ſtairs laſt night to ſhew me 1 plate, 
which plainly ſhewed, by the arms, that ſhe was 
of the ſame family. I ſhewed Mrs, A— my ſeal ; 
and convinced her I was right.—** Oh,” ſaid ſhe, 
„I might have thought ſo before by your ſpirits, 
i for they were an undaunted generation, as fa- 


« mous for courage as for family. And ſhe tells 
moe I am as like Lady Smith, in,that ſeeming care 


leſsneſs about me, as pefſible ; and ſhe too was a 


Wing. I had the pleaſure of —_ in enen 
laſt week, at Sir John B—'s, and think her very 
agreeable. I only wiſh for half her t; however 


Mrs. A— ſays there is no fear of wikananW 
but as to prudence, ſhe. never heard the; 
any, and ſome of the ladies regarded nas a 
ſecond. good, —She * in reſpect to fortune; 
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they were of ſo generous a diſpoſition, that the 
in general died "ay poor.— Oh, thought I, this is 
y bat my dear mother uſed to tell me. 
1 hear Miſs P— is going to be married. I am 
glad of it—ten thouſand pounds and a fine girl 
is a very pretty thing; and as to wit in a woman, 
where there is money it never ought to be minded, 
So, dear Sukey, believe me 


&- Your's, 
=” S. CATLANE. 


LETTER XII. 
rss CATLANE TO YOUNG MILDMAN. 


IT thoſe are happy who are perſecuted for righ- 
1 teouſneſs ſake, I fear, Sir, you will never eome 
under that happy denomination ; for I have read 
an old proverb ſomewhere, alluding to the hypo- 
crite, which ſays, be not righteous overmuch:“ 
however, as I find you are pleaſed to look upon 
me in no better light than a heathen, and have the 
impertinence to aſk me what my religious prin- 
ciples are, I-ſhall certainly comply with your re- 
queſt, and inform you of what my heatheniſh 
notions of things conſiſt. You tell me that I be- 
lieve in neither Providence or Fate: if ſo, Sir, I 
will inform you that my principles are founded 
entirely in chance.— By chance, I came into the 
world—by chance, I mean to live in it; and, L 
ſuppoſe, you, believe it will be a chance, if I do 
not find the way out of it. 1 4 

In reſpect to a future ſtate—I cannot ſay I have 
thought a great deal about that at preſent. But I 
find you and I ſhall as much differ in the world 
7 8 above, 


. 


\ 
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above, as we do here below ; for your creed tells 
few will be ſaved, while I believe few will 
"loſt ; fo that your doErine and mine are dia- 
metrically oppoſite'; therefore it is not likely you 
ſhould benefit much by ſuch a heatheniſh corre- 
fporident. 1 | 
Now for my defence againſt cruelty in the ex- 
Erciſe of hunting. But firſt, if I am a ſavage, I 
muſt delight in cruelty, be a ſtranger to humanity, 
a lover of injuſtice, and ſcorn the very name of 
mercy. Yet, pray tell me, if a creature is made to 
die, why is it more cruel to let it have an eaſy 
death; than a' cruel one. For I will venture to 
fay, that if a b-re had it's choice, it would ſooner 


be hunted by a pack of hounds than only by two | 


or three; for, in the latter caſe, they are often 
worried, and left to linger out a painful life for 
feveral days; whereas, the other diſpatches them 
in a moment. Beſides, the ſight of fo many enc- 
mies, adds ſwiftnefs to their ſpeed, and puts all 
fear of death out of their mind. I with yzowand L 
may die as innocent. | 

Bat perhaps you believe in tranſmigration, and 
are afraid of being transformed into a hare, and 
that I ſhall have the pleaſure of hunting you. If 
fo, be aſſured I will ſhew you no mercy, - What- 
ever you may fay againſt our riding on horſeback, 
it is certainly an heroic exerciſe, and anſwers. a 
noble purpoſe, for it is conducive to health, the 
greateſt bleſſing in life ! and as to cowardice, you 


muſt be a ſtranger to the meaning of the word, by 
that alluſion. Indeed you mittake courage for 


cowardice ; and no wonder, for one who has been 
uſed to loll in.a carriage drawn by four old-horſes, 


. 


bred in the ark for the purpoſe of dragging you 


and your family, from one century to another, at 
a mile in half a day, it would be 


the rate of ha 
ſtrange indeed if you ſhould allow any Merit to 
_ Athoſe who have courage enough to venture upon 
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e Alluding to the geatleman's being a Roman Cacholic. 


OOTY 
the back of a horſe. Now do tell me, . Sir, how 
you make it appear, that riding over hedges, ditch- 
es, and gates, are cowardly actions. As to the 
miſchief we ſeem to do, we turn it into good, by 
paying the poor people well for it, and put up that 
which we pull down: this is the way to bring 
good out of evil. | 

As to what you obſerve on the indelicacy of a 
woman riding on horſeback, I cannot ſee it in 
That light. But upon my word I muſt a, ou 
are a very delicate young man, crammed full of 
very frightful ideas, or you could not be ſo ſhocked 
at the bare apprehenſion of indelicacy, where, in 
reality, there is none. But be aſſured, that as the. 
gentlemen whom I have the pleaſufe of being ac- 
quainted with are not ſo refined in their ſentiments 
as yourſelf, nor the ladies ſo delicate as that divine 
form which you have pictured to your imagination 
from one of your ſaints, you may depend we ſhall 
follow the bent of our inclinations, and think it as 


= yo iy; to turn ſavages for our own pleaſure, 


as Fers to change ſides for your own inte- 
re 


Lam obliged to you for the verſes you ſent me. 
As to the author, I have ſeen him in ſome bock, 


but I forget where. 1 had compoſed ſome ſor you 


before I received your laſt ; ſince then, I thought 
them 555 good for you; ſhall therefore ſend you 
ſome more ſuitable to ſuch a depraved genius -—of 
the two epitaphs herewith ſent, take which you 


think proper. 


I remain, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſeryant, - 


S. CATLANE. 
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AN EPITAPH TO THE MEMORY OF J. M==, ESQz: 


. Rabble forbear ! nor tread upon my duſt; 
It e'er was ſacred, and for ever muſt : 7 
For I ſuch wiſdom had, tho' no one knew it, 
That I was ſnatch'd away, and never ſhew it. 
But well it was that I was dragg'd from hence, 
For vain is man, compar'd to Providence. 


EPITAPH THE SECOND. 


Here reſts the youth, in worth there's few exceed; 


do mild in manners, and fo juſt in deed; 
His gentle ſoul was ripe betimes for grace, 
And fitted early for a happier place. _ 
Where angels ſhine in heav'ns exalted rays, 
His foul now triumphs in eternal praiſe. 
Intrinſic valour in ſo young a breaſt, 
Too good for earth, therefore in heaven js bleſt, 


LETTER XIv.: 


— 


MISS CATLANE TO MRS. FRIENDLY. 


W E have had a great rout at B— Hall; and 
as I have lately found out that I am a 
relation of Mrs. A—'s, which I ſuppoſe my ſiſter 
has informed you of, ſhe now introduces me to 
the company, by the name of the unknown rela- 
tion, which occaſioned the following remarks: — 
Lady Smith being intimate with the family, came” 
foon, in her carriage, attended by Miſs Buxton; 
ſhe was introduced into the drawing-room, to 


Mrs. A— and me. As ſoon as ſhe entered, Mrs. 
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A—took me by the band, ad led me to her Tadyſhip : 
„% Miſs- Catlane, my L _— till lately, an un- 
i known. relation of our Lady Smith replied, 
IJ am glad you have Wand Mits C— to be one 
of us; but upon my word, the firſt time I had 
_ © the pleaſure of ſeeing the young lady 1 thought 
« the carried too much the air of modeſty,. and 
C diſidence in her countenance, to be of any kin 
* to me.” Mrs. A— looked rather diſpleaſed at 
her; and ſmiled at me not to mind, nor take much 
notice of her: indeed, T confeſs I looked very 
fooliſh all the time. 
Lady 8 — now ſeated herſelf, and preſently 
began upon me. * Do you know much, my 
ear, ſaid ſhe, of the 3 family you belong 
© to? „Very little,“ I replied, «© my lady, only 
« that my father was a gentleman,. and once had a 
« plentiful fortune, but lived to ſpend moſt of it,” 
That is enough; ſaid ſhe, to convince me, he 
© was no © 3 :—But do you know, child, what 
© it 4s: that conſtitutes the character of a Wing!“ 
7166 deed J. do not, lady, without it is extra- 
66 >. . E id ſhe, I find you are not 
« ſo- difhdent, as | took you to be; however, I 
ſhall give you a leſſon, out of my book, for you 
to get 8 heart, if you have a mind to ſhine as a 
wing. You muſt be as proud as Lucifer en- 
0 ducd, with an inſuperabſe arrogance ;—cxtraya- 
« gant, without bounds ;—abounding in hoſpi- 
* tality, when rich ; and eloquent, «Bo poor.— 
Now pray what do you think of this?“ In- 


= deed,, my Lady, ſaid I, the laſt part of your 


«6 ſpeech pleaſes me better than the firſt : but 
time may make me miſtreſs of the whole.” 

« Ves, replied ſhe, * and a little of inſtruc- 
tions. The bell rang, and in came Lady R—, 
and her two daughters, Sir J. T—, and ſeveral 


1 ladies. 


Ne cards being ready, we forme ormed into parties; 
+ which 
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which put an end to ker Ladyſhip's raillery on me: h 


We played till paſt nine; at which time the com- 
pany withdrew ; and thou h I ſuffered ſo much 


from Lady S—'s wit, yet I cannot but think her a 


lovely woman. She was once a celebrated beauty ; 


but at the age of twenty-two, ſhe had the ſmall - 


pox, which has quite ruined her face, but her 
manners and perſon are elegant. I am to go and 
ſtay with her next week. | 
When the company was gone, Mr. A— aſked 
me how I liked Lady 2 I told him, her raillery 
upon me was very trying; but her wit was an ex- 


cuſe for every thing her Ladyſhip ſaid or did, 1 
ſuppoſe. Mr. A— faid he had no notion of that- - 


kind of wit, which only ſerved for an inlet to im- 
pertinence. Mrs. A— ſaid nothing: but I find 
they do not very much eſteem her Ladyſhip ; 
therefore I muſt be cautious of what I ſay or think 
about her. . 

I am glad to find my dear ſiſter and you are 
often together; as it adds the higheſt ſatisfaction 
to her who is, dear Madam, , * 


Lour ever affectionate friend, 
And humble ſervant. 


S. CArTANE. 


LETTER XV. 


YOUNG MILDMAN TO M188 CATLANEz © _ | 


1 > | Neu's x 
AFTER laying aſide being righteous: dyer 
much, I wiſh to enter into ſound reaſoning - 

vpon the notions you entertain of chance, For mỹ˖/ 
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vwn part, I can ſearcely believe that any perſon, 
| who acknowledges a deity, can depend entirely 

upon chance; neither do I think any thing can 
happen by chance; but that ſome over-rulin 
power governs and diſpoſes of all things as he ſeeth 
fit; and not a ſparrow falls, without his permiſſion; 
that vice and virtue ſhall have their rewards and 
puniſhments here and hereafter; that we were made 

imperfect beings, that we __ become perfect by 
| works. If we are unhappy, it is our own 

ults; and 1 further add, that I believe in no 
fyſtems which I do not comprehend—therefore 
muſt an explanation of your belief, and why 
you think few will be loſt. 

I cannot think your principles are heatheniſh : 
on' the contrary, think your ideas of moral per- 
ſection far beyond my conception; yet I could 
with to inftill a little ſound doctrine into you, and 
not have you go on in a life of diflipation till you 
are ſo infatuated with the pleaſures of this life, 

tliat you have no defire to change. When, by an 
unexpected ſummons, you are hutried out of this 
world, you may find yourſelf as unfit as unwilling 
to go; and believe me I have ſo great a regard for 
you, that I wiſh you to take a proper ſtep, that 
you may be happy here and hereafter, with a few 
of my inſtructions, which I hope you. will not 
refuſe. 

You ſeem to be overbearing in your arguments. 
againſt my aſſertions of cruelty in the exerciſe of. 
hunting ; and indeed you ſeem to be very happ 
in turning evil into good ; and not at-a loſs, I find, 
to turn good into evil; or you could not have 
made ſuch animadverſions upon the word /avage. 
Nor did I think you capable of ſo ſevere a refleCtion.. 
But I deſerve it all for my impertinence. | 
I am ata loſs for words to expreſs my obligations 
for the verſes you ſent me; and, without joke, 
wiſh to be informed if they are of your own com- 
8 | poſing. 
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ſing. I think the firſt is, but as to the ſecond 
Tam doubtful about. L am fearful I am likely s 
ſuffer by this diffidence in your eſteem, which, be- 
lieve me, will be the greateſt mortification that 
can attend on him who is your's eternal, 


Joan MiLDMan, 
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LETTER XVI. 


MIss 8. CATLANE TO MISS CATLANE», 


* 


IIhirk it is a ſingular circumſtance, your going 
ſo-far to. board, and into a ſtrange family, an 
that they ſhould prove to be relations. I told my 
mother of it; but ſhe is not in the leaſt ſurpriſed, 


for ſhe ſays my great-grandfather had four and 42 
twenty children; who were enough, indeed, to 
ſtock all Suffolk. | x 

Oh, Sally! my dear mother looks fo croſs, and 4 
does ſo ſcold, that there is not a young man in th 


place that dares come near the houſe; ſo there is 
no fear of my being run away with. 4 
Mrs. F— ſhewed me your letter. I cannot think — © £ 
how you can like ſuch a character as Lady Smith; 2 
for, it ſhe had ſaid to me, what ſhe did to you, in- 
ſtead of thinking her a wit, I ſhould have thought 


her mad, and fit for — 4 a rout of bedlamites. _ 
Pray let me hear the whole hiſtory of her; for- K!! 
think it muſt be a whimſical one; and as y, 
: going to ſtay with her a few days, you will ver 
. ikely come at the genuine account of it, which !fk 
* long to hear. | 2 
find you figure away, with your Sir John's and 
s Sir F— , and routs and drums. Indeed I cannot 
W forbear laughing, when I think if my dear mother 
ha. 8 ; knew 
8˙ 8 3 
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knew it, ſhe would ſoon drum you home, and 
make you dance to as pretty a tune as ever you 
heard in your life; and perhaps give you as good a 
chaſe, as any you have had, ſince you rode a hunt- 


ing. 

You will be ſorry when you hear the amiable 
Mrs. H— has loſt her character, as well as her 
peace of mind, by marrying a man, who really 
never was deſigned for any thing but bedlam: the 
men ſay, they are both in fault; and the women 
declare ſhe is the worſt of the two: though they 
| give no reaſon why nor wherefore—therefore I can- 
not help thinking how hard is the lot of her, who 
f falls into the hands of thoſe, who, either from inex- 
perience, or conſummate ignorance, condemn our 
unhappy ſex, more out of a wanton cruelty, than 
from any other motive ; they give their unfeeling 
ſentiments againſt thoſe, whoſe cauſe, or even per- 
ſons, they are utter ſtrangers to ; as ſuch it appears 
to me, to be the great propenſity women, in general, 
have for talking ; which, joined to a confined, mean 
education, lead them into their darling foible. But 
were they in the early part of their lives, inſtructed 
in a manner becoming rational beings, there would 
be as little reafon for complaining of the preſent 
E prevailing vice, ſcandal, P—_—_ our ſex, as there 
3 is in that of the other, who fancy themſelves ſo 
F much better taught. But were the ſame principles 
of knowledge inſtilled into our minds as in that 
wiſe part of the creation called man, we ſhould 
ſoon convince the world that nature has not been 
deficient in beſtowing upon us minds capable of 
the higheſt improvement. 
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Your's affectionately, 


S. CATLANE, 
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LETTER XVI. 


MRS. FRIENDLY TO MISS CATLANE. 


JOUR ſiſter and J have laughed very heartily, 
at your deſcription of Lady Smith ; as you 
are now upon a viſit with her for a week, I hope 
we ſhall benefit ſomething from it; as we are in 
great expectation of hearing wonderful things from 
ſo ſtrange a character. 1 

I will now give you a deſcription of a dance, 
your fiſter and myſelf had the honour to be at. It 


was at B— fair; and as we dined at, B— Hall we 


could do no leſs than attend the ladies to the dance. 
It was the ſign of the Hog in Armour. I was told 
there uſed to be very gentecl company meet there ; 
-and they once had the honour of a *Squire R—'s 
preſence at their dance—however I muſt leave 
what it may have been, to tell you what it now is. 
When we firſt entered, we obſerved twenty or 
thirty figures, ſtanding in the middle of the room, 
in ſuch confuſion, that 1 ſuppoſed they had been 
fighting; but on hearing one of the maſculine 
gender, as I thought by the voice, call out why 
«+ thou #raws well enough, Tom, that is the 
© auld way we uſed to dance Bob and Joan. I 
want to daunce it that way as how we daunced 
eit the night before I liſted for a ſoldier.” 

I now began to find what company we had got. 
into; and as it was likely to afford ſome diverſion, 
I fat down to take a view of this motly group, and 
could not but obſerve their dreſs, which was as 
ſingular as their perſons; for the girls were moſt 
of them in what they call riding dreſſes; and as 
to their heads, ſome wore their hair in a kind of 
<lub, others- had it tied up with a piece of black 
ribbon, and hung down _ backs like the tail of 


a monkey, 4 
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a monkey. Their hats were equally curious—ſome 
veiy large without any ſhape ; others in farm of a 
beef-cater's cap; and one, who had a mind to 
outſhine the reſt, had one in ſhape of a ſcollopped 
tin diſh in which, about a century ago, mince 
pres were uſed to be made. | 

The gentlemen were dreſſed equally curious 
in a kind of gown and coat; and a ſilk handker- 
chief looſe about their necks. To conclude this 
elegant group; every now and then they would 
roar out like peals of thunder; and on enquiring 
the cauſe, I was told it was nothing more than a 
mark of approbation when any of the company 
ran foul. of each other, and by way of eminence 
they would cry * that's your ſort.” 

Your ſiſter and I, after laughing very heartily, 
compoſed ourſelves as well as we could, took leave 
of the company and withdrew, not a little pleaſed. 
with the entertainment, and ſhall conclude with 
wiſhing you as merry at Lady Smith's, as your 
__ faſter = 1 were at the Hog in Armour dance. 
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E. FRIENDLY. 


LETTER XVIII. 
MISS CATLANE TO YOUNG MILDMAN. 


How vain is man ; who thinks he all things knows; 
Arnves at ſelf-conceit, and then a blockhead grows. A. 


1 TI IS alludes to your aſſerting that you be- 


lieve no ſyſtems, but thoſe which you can 
eaſily comprehend ; if ſo, you are ignorant indeed; 
_ Particularly in the divine ſyſtem; which you pro- 


fels to talk ſo much of. This makes me think of 


a country 


e 
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à a country man, who was reading the newſpaper; 


. reign parts, which had ſwallowed up the whole 


hanged for putting ſuch lies in; for, as he had 


his ideas were too confined, to think it poſſible 


convince you fortune does not always ſmile on the 
juſt, nor frown” upon the unjuſt, in this world, I 


F 


and ſaw an account of an earthquake in ſome fo- 


place; when he had read it, he threw down the 
paper in a great paſſion, and wiſhed the printer 


never heard ſuch a thing in the pariſh he lived in, 


there ſhould be a place fo far off, or that ſuch a 
thing, which appeared fo wonderful to him, could 
happen without his knowledge. | 

You wiſh to be informed, by way of ſolid rea- 
ſon, what I mean by dependence upon chance. 
This is, I ſuppoſe, by way of puzzle for me, as 
you well know I have nothing to do with reaſon; 
that I leave for you; but ſtill believe in chance in 
reſpect to the immaterial things which happen in 
this life. 1 am ſorry I cannot agree with you in 
reſpect to rewards and puniſhments in this world; 
which ſeldom or never happen; for I will give 
yov a convincing proof to the contrary. I knew 
a man ſo famous for his piety, meekneſs, and 
charity; and fo ſtrictly juſt, and benevolent, that 
he was ſtiled the good man of B—m, Yet this 
righteous man, tho in a great way of buſineſs, and 
had a great deal of money, was unfortunate enough - 
to come to extreme poverty; and at laſt died in a 
workhouſe. No man was ever heard to ſay he 
was guilty of an imprudent action; ſo that we 
poor, blind ſighted mortals, — — a. myſterß i 
but I dare ſay you can account for it. Now to 


will refer you to your own family; who-I believe-. i 
to be the moſt proſperous of any in the Kingdom, 
You will excuſe me, but I never heard any of you... 7 
were famous for either piety, benevolence or any ther 
good quality. For my part, I am a ſceptic in reſpect |: 
to. works, and think * are too much like tike 
2 proud 


40 
proud man in the goſpel, who lifted up his eyes, 
and thanked his maker he was not like other men. 
Now to be ſerious with you. By believing in two 
deities, in reſpect to the Saviour of the world, I 
believe him to be equal with the Supreme Being; 

and that we can never inherit eternal life, but 
through his interceſſion. OY 
By this time I hope you are ſatisfied in regard 
to my religious principles; but 1 ſhall be very 
happy to reſolve any other queſtions you may 
pleaſe to aſk me. | | 
Yon wiſh to be informed if I made thoſe verſes 
I ſent you; indeed I did; for I never refer to any 
author for nonſenſe; I am always well ſupplied 
from my own genius. 

I am, Sir, with the higheſt eſteem for your un- 
common ſhare of knowledge, your admirer 


$. CATLANE. 
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MISS CATLANE TO MRS. FRIENDLY, 


AM now with the charming Lady Smith ; ſhe 
4 ſent her carriage for me yeſterday, or I believe 
IJ ſhould not have gone; for Mrs. A— did not 
ſeem pleafed at my going, as ſhe told me ſhe ſhould 
be dull without me. 
When 1 arrived at Lady Smith's, ſhe met me in 
the hall. Well, my little friend,“ ſaid the, 
« I ſent for you, thinking you might not come 
„ without.” She led me into the parlour; and 
dinner being near ready, we prepared for it. She 
told me I muſt excuſe ſpending the firſt day. rather 

unpleaſant, as ſhe had been diſappointed in 3 
8 whic 


640 1 


a which ſhe erpectel; * but,” added ſhe, „ 1 will 
. & make it agreeable ſome how or other. Pray,” 
N continued ſhe, Miſs Catlane, what did you 


« think * me the firſt time you ſaw me at Mrs. 
66 N ”7 
Indeed, my Lady,” ſaid I, I thought you 
& was very ſevere upon me; yet the manner you 
„ conducted yourſelf in it, was far from being diſ- 
« pleaſing to me.” | | 
„Lou little know,” faid ſne, „my reaſon for 
4 giving myfelf ſuch unneceſſary airs before Mrs. 
A-; for to tell you the truth, I am not very 
« fond of her; and | fatter myſelf 2p had good” 
„ ſenſe enough to find I had a double meaning in 
« every word I faid to you. Some day or other 
A « I will give you my hiſtory, and then you will 
be better able to judge.“ | 
Dinner coming in, put an end to our diſcourſe- 
for the preſent ; but as ſoon as the cloth was drawn, 
and-the ſervants had left the room, her Ladyſhip 
aſked me how we ſhould ſpend the day? if ſhe 
ſhould ſend for Captain D— and his lady, to play 7 
a pool; or if we ſhould drink tea early and take 4 
ride in the carriage; or ſtay at home and amuſe 3 
ourſelves in chat. 1 thought. this was a good ops _ 
portunity for her hiſtory, for 1 longed to hear it, 
on account of what Mrs. A— had told me, which" 
was „ that her father was obliged to keep Lady © 
„ Smith, before ſhe married, otherwiſe ſhe muſt 
C have gone out to ſervice, for what ſhe knew.”” 
I therefoxe begged Lady Smith to give me her" 
hiſtory now, for it would afford me more pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction, than any thing ſhe could propoſe. 
She ſmiled, and ſaid you are a little. curious! 
6 find, but you ſhall have it.” I ſhall therefore” 
conclude this, my dear Mrs. Friendly, and in- 
cloſed ſend you the hiſtory as related by hepfelf— 
and believe me to be your's fincerel ,, . 
| | S. CATLANBG” | 
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- HISTORY OF LADY SMITH. 


J father and Mrs. A—'s mother ate own bro- 
& ther and ſiſter; and my ang dying at 
the age of fifty eight, left my father with a brother 


and three ſiſters with an eſtate of two thouſand: ; 


pounds per annum, but very much incumbered; 
and dying without a will, left the younger 
part of his family entirely dependent on the elder 
brother, who was my father; and he was of that 
noble and generous ſpirit, that after being at a very 

Treat expence for his brother, who was then in 
; 3 he gave the girls five thouſand pounds a 
piece to get them huſbands, which they ſoon did; 
one was married to Sir J. R-, the other to Doctor 
B—, Mrs. A—'s father, and the youngeſt died a 
little before her brother; and after my father had 
completely ruined himſelf, to make his brother and 
ſiſters fortune, he died, and left my mother and 


me wholly dependant upon our friends, which of 


= all evils is the worſt. Sir J. R— took my mo- 


tber, and Doctor B— took me. 
EF As I was very young, and not knowing better, 
I thought I ſhould be very happy with my couſins, 
rticularly Mary, who is now Mrs. A—; for 
the away profeſſed a great fondneſs for me, and 
was mo ly with us when my father was living. 
But, alas ! I had not been long with her before ſhe 
began to abuſe her power over me, and would be al- 
ways telling me how imprudent my father had been 
to make away his fortune, and leave me worſe than 
a beggar. Not being uſed to this kind of treat- 


ment, 1 was bighly provoked, and called her a ſaucy, . 


ignorant girl; ſaid, her family had ruined my poor 
Laber 5 = ſhe ought to hays been the laſt perſon 


ub 
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in the world who ſhould have dared to tell me of 
my father's imprudence, when that very impru- 
dence was, giving her mother five thouſand pounds, 
in doing which he had wronged his own family, 
and you thus to hehave to me with. ſuch baſe in- 
gratitude. She gave me no anſwer, but went di- 
rectly and told her mother that I had called her a 
ſaucy ignorant girl; I overheard her, and ran to 
my aunt” and told her the inſults I had met with 
from Miſs Mary, and complaingd very loudly of 
her behaviour to me. f | 

My aunt, who does not want for good ſenſe; 
chided her ſeverely for her conduct, and told her 
not to dare to behave in ſo rade a manner to me 
any more, at the ſame time gave her a charge not 
to tell her father; for he was a man of ſuch pride 
and arrogance, and ſo little underſtanding, that he 
muſt have thought his child had been in the right; 
and the whole houſe would be put into — 
We had no more words for ſome time; when one 
day as I was dreſſing to viſit Sir J. R—, ſhe came 
into my room, and ſaid, 4+ you look very fine to 
« day, Miſs W— but I think ſuch fine things do 
% not become you.” I aſked her why? „Be- 


« cauſe,” ſaid ſhe, “none but people of fortune 


„ ſhould dreſs: and pray what will become of you 


«« when my father dies? perhaps you will then be 


« obliged to go to ſervice,” - * 
« Indeed, Miſs,” ſaid I, “ tis not impoſſible 
«© but I may live to ſee you come to ſomething 
« worſe than that.” "+2: 6 a 
I was fo much hurt at this addrels il her, that 
I ſat down and cried, and ſhe left me, But not 
long after ſhe came into the room again and aſked 
me what I was crying for. I made her no anſwer. 
She thinking her mother would ſee I was unhappy, 
aſked my pardon, and told me ſhe only envied me, 
looked fo handſome in my new cloaths; for I had 
that day a new dreſs, for my mother took care 1 
{hould not want for wearing apparel ; nor did Mary 
| want 
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want for a little art, when ſhe thought ſhe could 


make it anſwer her purpoſe. She begged hard of 


me to forgive her, and promiſed never to offend 


again. Indeed, Miſs,” faid I, “ as to forgiving 


% you I may; but believe me I ſhall never forget 
6% you.” . ©; 

Sir John R finding I wasunhappy with Doctor 
B— took me away, and I went with him and his- 
family to London; and one night being at the 


opera, I ſaw an elegant gentleman come into the 


oppoſite box and take much notice ofſome one in ours, 
which I thought to be Lady R— for ſhe. really 
was a very fine woman at that time. However, 
as we went out of the Opera Houſe, I ſaw the 
ſame gentleman follow us, and I heard him aſk 


the ſervant where Sir John lived. © The next: 


day, ſoon after breakfaſt, who ſhould come in 
but Lord Smith Daval, (for that I found to be the 
gentleman's name) to aſk Sir John's permiſhon to 


make his addreſſes to me. Indeed the ſplendid 


appearance his "Lordſhip made, added to his per- 


ſonal deportment, was attraction enough for Sir 
John, to gain his conſent, without much hefita- 
tion ; therefore, after ſome little enquiry into the 


= character of Lord S— the family were very wil-- 

= ling to rid theinſelves of ſuch an expence as my 
mother and I muſt be to them. And I mu 
on it appeared a very advantageous match, 
even had I been a perſon of good f 

more as I had no right to expect a ſhilling; and 

1 I muſt "confeſs my vanity was not a little flat- 
- tered at the thoughts of being releaſed from the 


ortune, much 


dependent ſtate in which I had ſo long been, and 
raiſed to ſo exalted a title, without N 
much about the man, or the conſequences whic 


mi ht enſue from ſo haſty a match. 


It was not long before I became the wife of 
Lord Smith Daval; who involved me in more 


diſtreſs, than ever I had known before; for as I 
could expect no jointure ; 2 | 
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ther did Sir John think proper to aſk for one; 


therefore I was entirely dependent upon my Lord's 
eneroſity and prudence ; and as he was too fa- 
Thionablc a man to have the leaſt of the latter in 


his compoſition, I was brought to the want of a 


piece of bread. However, 1 muſt return to m 

friends and relations. As ſoon as they heard I 
was come toa title, I had letters and cards from 
all part 
Doctor put himſelf to the expence of buy- 
ing a pair of horſes extraordinary that he might 
honour my Lord and me with a viſit in a coach 
and fix. To town they came, the old Doctor, 


his wife, Miſs Mary, and her ſiſter, and three 


ſervants. They W three months with us. 
You would have taken our houſe more for an 
hotel, than any thing elſe, for I had three fa- 
- milies came to ſee me, who ſaid they were rela- 
tions, and then lived at Saliſbury; I ſuppoſe they 
might be, but I dare ſay if J had wanted any fa- 
vour from them, they would have known nothing 
about the relationſhip. FIRE 

I will now give you a deſeription of Lord 
Smith Daval.—In perſon he was tall; his features 
were majeſtic and pleaſing ; and his coufitenance 
commanded reſpect ; in manners he was the efſence 
of good breeding ; as to his diſpoſition, it was as 
various as his dreſs, which was always very fan- 


taſtical; and ſo infatuated was he to a magnificent 


appearance, that he only ſeemed to live hen the 


houſe was crouded with company, ſeryants and | 
carriages, like the drawing room at St. James s? 


and for four yerrs that I was married to him, 
I never had half an hour's converſatian with him 
at a time, nor do I know whether: he was:a Tewy 
Turk or Infidel, tho' I believe the latter tor 1 


remember on aſking him one Sunday mothing if | 


he would honour me with his company &@ehurths 
he ſaid the fear of being aſked that favor, was 


1 


$, both in town and country, and old 


the very reaſon he in general kept from home o. 4 
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that day, and addeff . You know, my Lady, T 
do not like to de you any thing that is con- 
* ſiſtent with my Feaſòn or dignity.” I begged 


his pardon, ſet off for chureh, and his Lordſhip for 


pleaſed; and uſed to ſend his Lordſhip an invita- 
tion in form. Once I remember he refuſed _— 
to a concert in his own houſe, becauſe had 


not ſent him à card in the morning; fog though 


we lived both under the ſame roof, yet we had our 
different apartments, and'never broke through the 
rules of good breeding ſo far as to approach each 
other, without ſending word; and one morning I 


received a note to inform me Lord Smith Daval 


would do himſelf the pleaſure to call upon me at 
one o'clock, if I was not engaged, for he had 
ſomething of importance to relate to me. When 
he came in, I ſaw he was very much diſcompoſed. 
He ſaid he was ſorry tobe obliged to come into my 


- preſence, with an air ſo unbecoming his perſon; 


but I had degraded myſelf and him, he ſaid, fo 


much, that it was not conſiſtent with his honour to 


put up with it any longer. I was thunderſtruck at 


this ſpeech, not could I believe my ears. How- 


ever, I muſtered up courage ſufficient to aſk him 
«Pray, my Lord, inform me what I have done 
4 to incur your diſpleaſure?” 


„Why, Lady Smith Daval, ſaid he, you have 
© © been down into the kitchen, I hear, and repri- 
#6 manded the fervants, and told them they were 
extravagant, and have given orders to have all 
the cold victuals given to the poor: as ſuch, my 


* houſe'is to be made an hoſpital, and my ſervants 


e made flaves to wait on all the diſtreſſed objects 
IS you may invite. Indeed, Lady S—, you have 
8 


urt me ſo much by your conduct, that 1 had 


+ rather have been drawn limb from limb, than 
have you expoſe yourſelf and me, in this man- 


_— 


„ner 


a noted gamingshouſe, as 1 afterwards found out. 
* | — * 
I had my card routs and concerts, whenever I 


1 . 
* — 
N * * - 
— IE - 37 Y 24 x 


— 


58 * 
SO 
Lis ha; « 


R ner: as tobeing ruined, I would with pleaſure, | 
3 « ſooner than my ſervants ſhould be contradicted.” 
Well my Lord, replied I, be aſſured I will 
«44 never again offend you, by going into the kit- 
chen; nor will give the victuals to the poor, 
4+ without you aF@agreeable. But it is certainl 
% yery inhuman to give that to the dogs, whic 
1 * ſo many poor ſouls would be glad of.“ | ; 
« Theſe my Lady, ſaid he, are the contracted 
„ notions, which people have in the country; but 
ein this polite place we know better; beſides, if 
it was right, it is ſo dd ungenteel to do à good 
*« thing, that I cannot bear the thoughts of it, 
and you will very much oblige me, if you will 
« do your charities in a more private way; as it 
46 will then be leſs likely to bring down the ridi- 
« cule of the faſhionable circle upon us, for I fear 
; I ſhall have the appellation of the Goop Lorp 
* « SmrTH DAvAl, and ſhall have CHARITI 
<< chalked up behind my carriage, and be followed 
« about like the Monſtrous | ing by the poor, - 
4+ who will be always ſaluting me with God bleſs 4 
« your honour. —T his might pleaſe people in t 
country, my Lady, but for my part, 1 would 
rather ſtand in the pillory.” 1 thanked his Lord»: 


* 
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{hip for his advice, and told him as I found it was 2 
ſo much againſt his dignity and honour, to do a * 
good action, I would in time become faſhionable; A 
anyſelf, that he might have no reaſon to upbraid 4 
me on that ſubject. He made me a low bow, and 
withdrew, | 2 


„ Good heavens! ſaid I to myſelf, what a huſ --- 
<< band have 1 by 2 an it be poſſible that he ſhould*” 8 
ebe ſuch a dupe, and be aſhamed of giving his 
# cold victuals to the poor, for fear of being 1 
% laughed at?“ Notwithſtanding this ſceming 
impropriety in his conduct, I believe he was na- : 
turally of a very humane diſpoſition; at the ſamg-; 
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time would facrifice his ſoul to be thought a man 


of prodigality and magnificence. 


I was engaged that day to meet a large party at 


Sir Edward oung's, but I was ſo unhapp 7 = 


what had paſſed, I was gs {end a ſervant to 


inform them I was flightly indffpoſed, and found 


- 


myſelf incapable of going out that day, At four 
o'clock his Lordſhip came home to — and aſſced 
his ſervant if T was going out to dinner; he told 
him no, for I was not very well. He wrote me 
a note, informing me he was my ſorry to hear of 
my indiſpoſition, but that I muſt excuſe his per- 


| ſonal attendance, for he had kept a Duke in wait- 


ing for him above an honr, but if poſſible he would 
do himſelf the honour of ſupping with me that even- 
ing. I ſmiled at his vanity, yet in my heart 1 
wiſhed to ſee him. About half paſt ten he came 
as ſoon as he had entered the room, My Lady, 
ſaid he, „I hope I have not been the innocent 
« cauſe of your indiſpoſition; if I have; it will 
« make me very miſerable ;—for my angel, ſaid 


he, taking me by the hand, believe me you are 


„ my ſecond deity.” 

„Why, my Lord, ſaid I, it gives me great 
5 pleaſure to find you acknowledge one Deity, in 
% preference to the reſt; at the ſame time, 1 fear 


you think the ſecond unworthy even of your 
eſteem.“ 


« Exalted woman! cried he, what do yon 
4% mean ?—I married you becauſe all the world 
« thought you handſome ; for while I kept you 
« company, had any man living ſaid you was not 
« a perfect beauty, I would never have married 


ou. 

2 Then I find, my Lord, your wife was the 
« choice of the public.” | 

Entirely ſo, my Lady; for I had none of my 

4% own—no faſhionable man would think of ſuch a 

« thing; therefore we arc always ready to change, 

«© whenever 
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« whenever opportunity ſuits; and if Lady Smith 


„Daval, ſhould ſee a gentleman ſhe. ſhould like 


4 better than me, or I ſhould ſee a lady that is 
more admired for her beauty and wit thah your 
« Ladyſhip, we have nothing to do but to get a 
„ divorce, and marry again.“ 
As I thought him in joke, I ſmiled, and told 
him, „If my happineſs depended dec upon the 
& fleeting charms of beauty, I have very little 
* proſpect, my Lord, of ſeeing many happy days.” 
% Oh, ſaid his Lordſhip, you may be admired 
„ by ſome, theſe twenty years: ſurely that is long 
„ enough.” | 
No, my Lord, there is one perfon in the 
« world whom I hope will never forget to ad- 


„ mire me.” 


Lady 8—, ſaid his Lordſhip, you look ſe- 
« rious; I will play you a tune upon the harpſi- 
“ chord, and I hope that will make you more 
« chearful.” 

His Lordſhip did not think proper to give me 
an anſwer as I wiſhed ; and ſupper being ſerved up, 
the tune was ſoon over, and we ſat down, onl 
his Lordſhip and myſelf; a circumſtance which 
had never happened before, nor did it ever after. 
J eat but little, for I found myſelf very unhappy ; 


though I did not know very well for what ; 'S 
fore. 


there was ſomething in the converſation that 
boded what afterwards happened. 

After ſupper, his Lordſhip aſked me if I was 
well enough to dreſs and attend him to the maſ- 


querade. I told him I was much obliged to him, 


but the pleaſure of his company was more agreeable 
to me, than all the public places in the world ; and 
if I might be permitted to have my choice, I ſhould 


rather ſpend the evening with him at home. 
« Upon my word, my Lady, replied his Lord= 


« domeſtic 


« ſhip, I am oy to find you are grown ſuch a 
e « would 
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« would have been heartily tired of their huſband's 


a co before half this time, and J had rather, 
* a thouſand times, fee you in public, with a 
train of admirers after you, than ſee you fit here 
« as if you was going to a fugeral :— Indeed it is 
my greateſt happineſs to ſee ou meet with ſo 
„ much adoration from the polite circle. And 


ſuppoſe Lawas to indulge you in this filly whim,” 
of ſtaying with you this evening, pray, m 


„ Lady,” ſaid he, laughing, © how ſhould we amuſe 


< ourſelves : for my part, I am already ſtupified.” 
I am ſorry my Lord, anſwered I, you have 
< ſpent your time ſo diſagreeably ; but be affured 


& This promiſe, replied his Lordſhip, ſhall keep 
e me to night.“ He rang the bell and ordered up 
ſome cards ; but as I was not in much humour 


I will never again wiſh you to do penance in 
this way. 


to play, and wiſhed to enter into a ſerious con- 


verſation, I aſked his Lordſhip if he was fond of 


reading, he replied, © No; for great authors I 


„do not underſtand, and as to little ones, they 


„ are beneath my notice; therefore I never read 


* 


„ Surely Lord S—, you joke ; no one can be a 
rational companion, without ſome knowledge of 
e literature.” | 


__ Mc: If thoſe are your notions, N 8, I would 
0 


* have you not deceive yourſelf; for I have no- 
< thing to do with reaſon, as you may de by all 
« my actions; men of faſhion ſeldoni have.” 

I found myſelf obliged to play, and therefore ſat 
down, and continued playing till one o'clock. He 
then ordered his ſervant to dreſs him, and went to 
the maſquerade, wiſhing me a good night, and ex- 


refſed much concern at keeping me up fo late, 


indiſpoſed as I was. : 
I now found what a faſhionable huſband I had 
got, which really made me very unhappy ; but 


Loading: 


4b: 
\ 


. 


— % % 
* - 
* 9 3 ; 


finding(his Lordſhip top proud, or too ignorant to 
be dictated to, I was determined to make myſelf as 
eaſy as poſſible; and to endeavour to pleaſe him in 
his own way. Next morning he came into my 
dreſſing- room, and aſked me how I did? I told him 
I was much better, and that T wiſhed I had gone 
to the maſquerade with him. He ſaid it would have 
added greatly to his happineſs if I had: © and be- 
„„ lieve me, continued his Lordſhip, there was 
© not a lady in the room half fo divine as that 
lovely form in the glaſs.” _ 

I was putting on my cap. © Indeed my Lord, 
„you will make me an abſolute piece of vanity if 

« you talk to me thus,” | | 

4 Are you engaged, my Lady, to day? 

„No, my Lord,” 13 
Then 1 hope to have the pleaſure! of driving 
„ your Ladyſhip down to Windſor, in my new _ 
6 carriage.” 

„ ſhall be exceedingly happy, my Lord, to. 
.-« accompany you any where you wiſh to go.“ 

& You will promiſe me, then, Lady , not 
6 oy gt me with your D—'d reaſonahle fab- 
cc J "ag | | 

« Depend upon it, my Lord, you ſhall hear 28 
little reaſon from me as you can poſſibly wiſh,” . 

His Lordſhip now went to dreſs ; and I did the 
| fame, and to ſtudy how 1 ſhould behave ſo as to 
make myſelf agreeable to my rational Lord. I now 
found, that to pleaſe him, was to praiſe him for his 
taſte, his darling foible. An elegant phæton now 
appeared at the door, with four new horſes ; and we 
had no leſs than fix ſervants to attend us that day ; 
and, poor man |! ſo elated was he at the appearance 
he made, that he ſeemed to ride upon the winds ; - 
and [ really thought him beſide himſelf ; for all 
the way he went, he kept teazing me to obſerye 
how ſuch an one looked at his carriage—how ano- 
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ther looked at his horſes: and then it was, © See 
« my r they look behind them.“ 5 
Indeed, my Lord, and well they may; for 
« 1 never ſaw any thing half ſo grand as the 
« figure you make to day, and the elegant ſtile 


« in which your Lordſhip drives is beyond 


« (defcription,” Such was the converſation all 


the day. He never ſeemed ſo happy with me 
before; becauſe then I uſed to check his vanity, 
which broke his heart, now I ſtrived all J could 
to flatter it. We now were the happieſt couple 
in the world, vr at leaſt we ſeemed to be; but 
for myſelf, I was far from it. As for gallants,.— 
if I had not half the gentlemen at a public 
place buzzing about me, he was apprehenſive I 
did not look well; or that I was out of temper, 
or that ſomething or other muſt be amiſs with 
me. For I remember we had been to the Pan- 
theon. one evening, and the Duke of G— was 
there, who always took particular notice of me ; 
indeed more than was agreeable to me; I there- 


fore avoided him as much as poffible, which 


Lord Smith Daval obſerving, aſked me what 


were my reaſons for ſo doing, I told his Lord- 


ſhip that his Grace had uſed an expreſſion very 


-unbecoming a married woman to hear, His 


Lordſhip laughing, ſaid “ it was much more 


„ unbecoming your Ladyſhip to affront a no- 


„ bleman.” Indeed I was left at full liberty to 


follow my own inclinations; which is, in my 


=” opinion, the only thing to keep a woman chaſte ; 


and though I was not married to a man over- 


. burthened with ſenſe, I thought him the moſt 


pleaſing irrational being in the world; and good 


manners and attention to our ſex, often make 


up the deficiency, and ovyer-balances the want of 
good ſenſe. His Lordſhip always ſhewed me 


the higheſt reſpect; and never appeared ſo happy 
as when he ſaw other gentlemen do the ſame; 


N which 
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which I believe they did more to pleaſe him, 
than out of compliment to me; and his Lord- 
ſhip was entirely loſt to every thing, but pride, 
flattery, ſelf-conceit, and falſehood, which ſoon 
proved his ruin. 4f 
I muſt now return to my relations in the 
country. One day I received a letter from Miſs 
Mary, begging of me to go down there, for an atfair 
— — in their family, which, if I did not go 
down, and endeavour to appeaſe her father, ihe 
knew not what would become of herſelf. I could 
not conceive what this fray could be. I ſhewed 
the letter to Lord Smith Daval, who gave me 
his conſent to go down the next day. I firſt 
called upon Sir J. R—, for I had not ſeen my 
mother ſince I was married, for her health would- 
not permit her to live in town. When I ar- 
rived there, they treated me more like a princeſs 
than a relation; and never did I fee ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly the frailty of man as on this occaſion !—. 
the pompous treatment from. thoſe who had 
thought ſo little of me before, rather diſguſted, 
than pleaſed me. I told them I was ſorry J could 
make no greater ſtay, as I had received a letter 
from Mits B—, who informed me that ſome- 
thing had happened in the family, which required 
my immediate aſſiſtance. I ordered my carriage, 
and ſet off for Doctor B—'s; when I arrived, 
1 ſent my ſervant with a card; and the Doctor 
came out hat in hand, which he ſeldom .took 
off his head but once a year to the Judge of 
Bury Aſſizes.— As ſoon as I entered the parlour, 
he informed me, that his daughter Mary was 
with child by his coachman ; and he ſtamped and 
raved like a madman. * Upon my word Doctor, 
faid I, “ you may thank yourlelf for all this; 
„for you always kept your daughters confined 
, like flaves; and was fo very rigid with them, 
that you thought it a crime in them if they 
| F 3 „ Weiß 
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„ even looked at a man; and believe me, if the 

had had more liberty, this accident never would 
« have happened.“ He looked ſternly at me, 
but gave me no anſwer. I aſked him where Miſs 
Mary was. I know not, my Lady, nor do 1 
«with to know. I will never ſee her again, 
& for her meanneſs in having any thing to ſay 
* to my coachman. What, could ſhe find no- 
body better that ſhe could have had?“ I could 
not forbear laughing. Nobody, Sir,” ſaid 1, 
that ſhe could get at; you took care of that.” 

The Doctor always uſed his daughters very 
cruelly; for if they by chance ſaw a man, while 
they were ſtanding at the window, for they were 
ſeldom or never fafered to go out of the houſe, 
they were obliged to run from it, as if they ſaw 
ſomething frightful ;—his eldeſt daughter, who 
married Doctor 8—, had nearly loſt her life, by a 
fright which ſhe yeceived when her father ſaw 
ber talking with a young gentleman ſhe met in the 
Park one evening as ſhe was coming home. 

I. aſked the Doctor if he would give me leave to 
ſee Mary? „No, my Lady, nor ſhall any one 
eelſe.“ Then, fir, good morning.” I was go- 
ing away, but the old gentleman ran after me, and 

begged my pardon, — told me he did not know 

where his daughter was, but he believed the ſer- 
vants did. I deſired to ſpeak with the houſekeeper, 
who informed me ſhe was at a little cottage not far 

from the houſe ; ſhe gave me a proper direction and I 

went to her. When I came to the hut, a poor wo- 

man opened the door, who I remembered had been 

4 ſervant in Doctor B—'s family at the time I was 

there :—She knew me and begged 1 would go up 

2 _Rairs and ſee Mary; I told her I came for that 


pPurpoſe.— There I ſaw poor Mary overwhelmed 

with grief. I begged ſhe would not be unhappy, 

but make herſelf as eaſy as poſſible. She told me 

me was ſure her father would never ſee her more; 
_ 
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hing; and that ſhe 
was obliged to theſe poor people for a morſal of 
bread, and a ſhelter to protect her from the wea- 
ther, or ſhe muſt have ſtarved ; for not one of her 
relations would ſuffer her to go near them. Com- 
„ fort yourſelf, my dear,” ſaid I, „I will not go 
6: to town, till I have perſuaded your father to 
& take proper care of you, or to let me take you to 
London.“ She was highly pleaſed with this pro- 
miſe, and I left her in much better ſpirits than I 
found her, and returned to the Doctor's, and told 
him 1 had ſeen his daughter, and was much ſur- 
prized, and exceedingly hurt to find her in ſo mean 
a ſituation, + how much, Sir,” ſaid I, “ is it 
“ beneath a perſon of your fortune, to ſuffer your 
& own child to he ſhut up in ſuch a place, with 
not a morſel of any thing to eat, but what is 
„given her by the boanty of this poor woman, 
„who can ſcarce get bread for her own family.” 
He replied, *«* ihe was better off than ſhe de- 


« ſerved, and ſhe ſhould have nothing from him.? 


I aſked him if he would give me leave to take 
her to London with me. \ 
„No, my lady,” faid he, © Iwill ſend her to 
% France; I know what to do with the ſtrumpet. 
„Indeed Doctor,“ ſaid I, “ vou are not in 
« your ſenſes, if you talk in that manner; 


* muſt ſay it is very unbecoming your profeſhon - 


« as a clergyman, to ſhew ſo little compaſſion for 
„ your own child.” 


„I tell you, my Lady, I do not wiſh ever to 


6 ſee her more.” | 

Il do not wiſh you to ſee ther,” I replied, 

only let me take her out of that miſerable place 
+ ſhe is now in.” 92 

With all my heart,” ſaid the old man, „I 

care not what you do with her, ſo I never hear 

s of her again.“ | e e 


. 1 
” | I I I took 
- = << = _ 9 
* 
9 


* A 


rr 


, 4 — * : 

= ew * * * 

v7 nts [4 * 4 
* * 


3 * | 0 36 ) 
I took leave of the Doctor, and called upoti 
Mary, and begged her to be ready to ſet off for 
London with me, in a few days,; ſhe received 
=_ this good news with much joy, and I, took leave 
of her and went to Sir John's, and told them 
© JAall-that had paſſed. I ſaw they thought I was 
EF  avrongg and my mother aſked me, how thought 
1 Lord Sith would like ſuch a companion. 'I 
Told her, if his Lordſhip was aſhamed of a good 
Action, thatis no reaſon why his wife ſhould. | 
A few days aſter ſet off for London. I called 
and took Miſs B— and the next day we arrived 
at Lord Smith Dayal's, who received me and my 
viſitor very politely, and told me he ſhould do 
Bimſelf the honour to dine with us that day. 
Tou will complete my happineſs, my Lord,” 
Aid I, for I have ſomething of great import- 
4 ance to communicate te you.“ | 
«+ Tell me now,” ſaid his Lordſhip, „as we 
4 are alone.” 3 E 
_— Miſ B— was in her dreſſing room. So I told 
di poor Mary's ſituation, and that I had taken 
ite liberty of bringing her to town with me; and 
told him my intentions were to get her a genteel - 
2 ſuitable to her ſtation, and to take care 
of her 


„ till the Doctor ſhould think proper to ſee 
> her. His Lordſhip approved of my ſcheme, and 
= he next day 1 took an apartment for her, and ſhe 
ed for a young widow, who had lately loſt her 
uſband. About fix weeks after ſhe was brought 

| to bed of a fine. boy, and as ſoon as ſhe had re- 
= covered, I put the child out to nurſe, and took 
£00 r to my own houſe, where ſhe remained 
pPalf a 2 before her father ſent to enquire after 
is er. At length Mary received a letter from her, 

_ Gther, herein he informed her, if 1 would honor 
him with my company, and take his daughter 
into the country, he would receive her with 


Pleaſure, Accordingly I went with her, and as 
: there 


9 


of: 57 1 e 2 
there was no mention made of the child,” I did 
not take him with us, and I found that Miſs - 
B.— did not much wiſh to take it. 
When we arrived at the Doctor's, he received 
us very politely; embraced his daughter, and told 
her he forgave her all that was paſſed; whigh made 
her and myſelf very happy. 1 ſtaid Win them 
three days, and then returned to London, after 
thus reconciling the father and daughter to each 
other. : | 
About a week after I returned home, I was 
"taken with the ſmall pox; all my fear was that 
Lord Smith would never ſee me after—l ſent _ 
for him into my room, and told him, I muſt 3 
«© now take my laſt farewel of the beſt of huf- 
„% bands, for if I live, he will never bear to ſee 38 
ame more; which. thought is worſe than death 


4% to me. | 
Do not diſtreſs yourſelf, my amiable woman,” 

replied his Lordſhip, “ you will always be lovely © Þ 
in my fight.” And he took an affectionate 
leave of me and withdrew. When he was gone 

I tried to compoſe myſelf, but could not, and 2 
for want of reſt I grew delirious, and continued 

in that ſtate ſix weeks, when the diſorderabated 8 
and I became more ſenſible; but for want g 
proper care, I had torn my face and arms, a- 
made myſelf ſuch a frightful object I was not 
fit to be ſeen. * AY 
As ſoon as I was recovered ſo as to ſpeak and 

fit up in my bed, I aſked my nurſe how her maſ- 
ter did; ſhe told me ſhe did not know, for he 
had not been much at home ſince I had been 
| ill. 1 told her I would not ſee him for the 
k world in the condition I was in. She ſaid e 
thought Lord Smith Daval had too much ſenſe  * 
to diſlike you for what Providence had been 


* pleaſed to ordain; and he had s, when at 
ö home, aſked after your Ladyſhip, I, concluded 
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” from this he was determined not to ſee ms again: 
wa 


I therefore refuſed ſeeing any company. $ 
no juſt arrived at the age of twenty. two, and 
found myſelf as reconciled to my unhappy fate, 
EF _as_ any perſon at that age could be. 
as I fat reading in my drefling room, 
IJ he&rt his Lordſhip come up ſtairs, in great 
©," "haſte, and having ſuch a deſire to ſee him, I ran 
„ to: the door without any ceremony; he ſtarted 
= back, and looked quite ſhocked at the ſight of 
me, nor could he ſcarce utter a word.—But 
this was no more than I expected. When his 
= Lordſhip had ſomewhat recovered himſelf—“ Is 
dit poſſible, my Lady,“ ſaid he, „that you 
scan have ſuffered ſuch a change and yet be 
_ 25 alive?” * | | 
Les, my Lord, and I find I muſt ſtill 
> «© fuffer a much greater.” 
What can that be,” aſked his Lordſhip. 
= © © Theloſs of your eſteem, my Lord.?“ 
That is impoſſible,“ replied he; “ but 
= --* your Ladyſhip muſt excuſe me now, for 1 
am obliged to go into the country for a few 
days; when I come back I will do myſelf the 
e pleafure of waiting upon you—I ſhould have 
done it before, but I have had buſineſs of 
great importance.” He took his leave, and 
left me with my poor heart almoſt broke. There 
was fomething ſo lighting in his manner of ad- 
= [drefling me after not having ſeen each other for 
= three months, as quite diltreſſed me, and made 
mee indeed miſerable. But I could not help attri- 
© buting his unhappineſs to ſomething more than 
= the loſs 1 had ſuſtained. 
j 4 It was near a week before he returned, when 
be ſent me a card, informing me he would ho- 
nour me with his company to tea. About eight 
” __ "o'clock be came, and ſeemed much ſurprized at 
not finding me in my drawing room, 2 ; 
. | e 
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uſed to receive him; I told him I had not been 


into it ſince I was ill, nor did I mean it, with» 
out it was to pleaſe him, for I had not ſeen m 
face yet, nor did I wiſh it. He ſmiled, and 


aſked me if I remembered what it once was, 
« if you do, Lady 8—,“ faid he, I would 


% adyiſe you never to ſee what a change there 
„ ig. But you muſt have a maſk, as like your 
© own picture as you can, and always wear it; 
e then we may viſit together, and no one know 
&« what a deveſtation that fatal diſorder has made. 


« As to that, my Lord, if you are agreeable, 


&« J had much rather be at home, and fee no 
% company, than think of going into public 


% places with you, who will always be aſhamed. 
of me.” "I 


« Your remaining in doors, my Lady, will 
* hurt your health and ſpirits; therefore you 


„ muſt viſit, and receive your viſitors in a maſk, 


for upon my ſoul I do infiſt I may never ſee you 


« without one: never mind, my Lady, all things 


<« have but a time; we have had ours; and! 


% day.“ | 
Wo Tell me, my Lord, what you mean by this 
* day being ſo diſagreeable to you; if it is the 


c ſight of me, ſend me to the moſt diſtant parts ; * 


Il modld even there be happy, if my dear Lord 
« would only condeſcend to write to me.“ He 
affected a ſmile at this, and replied, do not be 
« filly, my dear. girl—but who do you think 
« would like to ſee a pretty face ſpoiled ?” | 

Tea being over, he made an apology for a pre- 
engagement he had made, and I ſaw him no more 


till next day, when he came to aſk me to favour 
him with my compary to a maſquerade in Hanover- 


e for 


ſquare. As I thought this a very proper pros 
t ſoon 


me to go to in my ſituation, I aſſented: 


after he was gone, I recollected I had nothin out, 
* — 17 . ö 
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nor feen-company ſince 1 got up of the ſmall- pox, 
and had received"cards from all my acquaintances, 
which I. had never anſwered. I therefore ſaw ſo 
much impropriety in complying with Lord S—'s 
requeſt, that I ſent him a note to that effect. He 
returned for anſwer, the objection 1 made was of 
no conſequence to him now, and if I would give 
him the pleaſure of wy company, he ſhould be very 
happy. TI began to think he had ſeen his folly, in 
having his houſe always crouded with viſitors, and 
that F had now a good opportunity of dropping 
their acquaintance which I was very happy to do. 
I dreſſed for the maſquerade, and went in the 
character of a ſhepherdeſs, and at eleven o'clock 
he ſent to know if I was ready, and finding I was, 
he came running up ſtairs to hand me to the car- 


riage, and when we were ſeated, he ſaid, Well, 


« my Lady, I am happy to ſee you once more 
abroad, and may you long live to enjoy your 
« health and wit, when every other comfort is 
* eraſed from your mind.“ | 
I was thunderſtruck at theſe words, and faid, 
am I going to loſe you, my Lord?” EP 
— my Lady,” replied he, “ it was a 
« pity you ever found me; but ſuppoſe I die, yon 
© can never expect to fee me any more, for in ano- 
% ther world you will be exalted far above me.“ 
This, my Lord, is not an anſwer to my queſ- 
«<< tions, therefore I muſt beg an explanation.” 
& Indeed, my Lady, you muſt excuſe me; for 
you know I never enter upon y ſerious ſub- 
<< ject; beſides, we are near the houſe.” He took 
- . Out of his pocket a beautiful maſk, and bidding me 
take off my own, and put it on, ſaid, It is the 
« firſt face I have ever had in my power to give 
you Lady 8—, and I therefore beg you to wear” 
it for my ſake.” _ 
The carriage now drove up to the door, before 
Thad time to anſwer him. We entered, but, alas 
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1 had no pleaſure the whole evening. I] 
is the cuſtom from the characters we aff 
ſhepherds ; and Lord S—, the Spaniſh Dons. ' I 
danced to be ſure, but it was to keep me from 
thinking too much. Looking to one corner of the 
room, I obſerved his Lordſhip alone; I went up to 
kim and aſked him if he was not well ? He told me 
he was, and aſked if I would retire? I told him 1 
ſhould be very glad to go. The carriage was at 


the door, and never was I fo happy as at being re- 


teaſed from ſuch confuſion. When we were ſeated 
in the coach, my Lady,” ſaid his Lordſhip, 
© how have you ſpent the evening?” 

« Why to tell you the truth, my Lord, my 
% mind was ſg taken up with ether things, that I 
* ſcarcely knew where I was.” 


It was juſt the ſame with me” replied he. 


„ Believe me, my Lord, it is your late ſeriouſ- 
& neſs which is the cauſe of my inquietude.” 

„Do not, my dear Lady Smith, de not add 
« daggers to my ſoul :—do not fix your mind too 
„much upon an object ſo unworthy your eſteem. 
< But tell me,” continued his Lordſhip, did yau 
e think you ſhould ever be in public with me 


6 again?“ —I found he ſtarted this to change the 


diſcourſe. 

No, my Lord; I thought you had placed all 
« your affections upon the paltry charms of a 
« pretty face; and when thoſe were fled, I could 
„have no hopes left of ever after being agreeable 
in your fight.” 

% Indeed,” faid he, „I wiſh it was ſo.” 
Are you ſorry, then, you loved me my Lord!“ 
No,“ ſaid he, did I tell you I was? indeed, 


& Lady Smith, you muſt excuſe me, for I know. 


„% not what I ſay:” 


«© But pray tell me, my La what is it that. 


makes you ſo unhappy 


oin'd, as | 
ume, the 


G I believe 
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„I believe I am not well, ſaid he; I am not 

„ unhappy.” is | 
Where is your pain, my Lord.? | 
„ All over me, ſaid he ;—but my dear woman 
« do not aſk me any more queſtions.” 


. 
I fad no more, for I fancied he was very un- 
happy in his mind, altho' he would not own it; 
and I could not but dread the worſt. ; 
When we got home, he aſked me what I would 
eat or drink. I told him any thing he would par- 
take of with me: —as to ſupper, we had ſupped at 
the maſquerade, He went up to the fide board 
and brought me a lice of tongue, and ordered a 
Þottle of old hock, ſay ing. you may drink now, 
& Beſs ;—no fear of ſpoiling your tage.” | | 
I T am glad, my Lord,” ſaid 1, “it occaſions 
4 you, ſo much mirth; but as it is your own, 
« ſurely you may do as you pleaſe with it.“ 
« beg pardon, Lady Smith,” ſaid his Lordſhip ; 
& but you have too much ſenſe to mind a mad- 
% man.” —with thoughtful ſteps he was walking 
acroſs the room, and had forgot to give me ſome 
« My Lord,” ſaid I, “ ſhall I have a glaſs of 
« wine?” —he brought me one, and deſired ine to 
drink to him. | 
4 Health and proͤſperity, my Lord; and may 
you be kind enough to tell me what it is that 
* makes you fo erg of | 
May the greateſt of bleſſings be your's, Lady 
„ $—; and may 1 never live to be the villain, 
« who would tell you any thing to make you mi- 
_—_ + ſerable.” —As he drank, the glaſs had nearly 
Z fallen from bis band ; but he recovered himſelf, and 
=. aſked me if it was not time for bed. 
I found it was impoflible for me to learn the 
cauſe of his unhappineſs; and he ſtill grew more 
- uneaſy, and whenever I mentioned it to him, he 
went out of the room. 
Thus 


a 


6 


a 


_ - | Thus it paſſg@ on for five or fix weeks ; till one 


morning, he came up ſtairs in a great hurry, and 
told me he was going out for a week, and ſaid, 
„Lady Smith Daval, be good while I am gone, 
and ran down fo faſt, that | had not time to ſpeak 
to him — II went to the window to fee him go out, 


but found he was not gone; I rang the bell, and 


"aſked if Lord S— was below, the ſervant ſaid he 
Was ;—1 ſent ward I wiſhed to fee him, but he 


never came, nor ſent any apology for it, therefore 
thought it was the laſt time I ſhould ever have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing him. About a week after, two 

entlemen came and deſired to fee Lady Smith 
Dayal. They were ſhewn up, and [I partly gueſſę 


heir buſineſs. They aſked me if 1 had heard from 
Lord S— fince he ſet out for France. I told them 
1 did not know he was gone to France. T 


ſhewed me a letter wherein he informed- them he 
was there, and that he would write-to me in a few 


days ; at the ſame time I found they were to take 
eyery thing in the houſe and make the beſt of 


them. I aſked them how much they ſuppoſed 
the debt was, they told me about ten thouſand 
pounds. I faid I thought there would be more than 


"enough to pay, without taking my cloaths. Whe- 


ther there was or not, they faid, they could not 
think of taking them, and hoped 1 was provided for ; 


indeed ſaid 1, I am not—they ſhook their heads, 
ſaying they were ſorry for it. I went up ſtairs and 


brought down my diamonds, which Lord $— had 
given me, and my watch, and laid them on the 


_ fable, telling theta to order the ſervants to deliver 


up the keys, which, with much reluctance _ 
did. I think 1 ſhall never forget how greatly af- 
fected the poor butler was; he came to me with 


tears in his aged eyes, to know if be muſt part 
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with them; I told him yes, and that we 
provide ourſelves with = places. 
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I found the officers had ordetf/to ſtay in the 
houſe. I therefore told them I would quit it in a 


zar or two. They deſired me not to hurty myſelf. 
In 


the evening, I went out, and hired a lodging at 
half a guinea a week, up two pair of ſtairs, for I 


| was not very nice.—Indeed I did not care where I 


was, When I came back again to my houſe, I 
found my woman crying as it ſhe would break her 


Heart, and intreating ſhe might go with me—what- 
ever ſituation I was in, ſhe begged to attend me. 


I told her that was impoſſible ; for I had taken a 
lodging for myſelf as a common tradeſman's wife, 
and meant to take in plain work for a living. No, 
„% my Lady,” ſaid ſne, that you ſhall never do, 


for I will go with you, and Iu to waſh- 


% ing to maintain you.“ I ſmiled at the girl's ſim- 
plicity, and thanked her for her good intention. 
« I thought,” ſaid ſhe, my maſter would bring 
« you to this, by his gaming ſo high; indeed my 


„Lady, he would make nothing of loſing five or 


« fix thouſand pounds of an evening at the gaming 


. table.” 1 begged ſhe would not mention his 
name any more, but go and pack up my things, 


and let a porter carry them to my lodgings, I rang 
the bell for tea, and the gentleman in waiting came 
in. 1 faw he had been ſhedding tears; for he came 


with his handkerchief in his hand and his eyes red 


with weeping. | For my own part, I confeſs I was 


too much confuſed to be much affected, and there- 
fore was glad to get out of the houſe, that I might 
c 


ole myſelf. | | 
I aſked leave of the officers to take ſome books, 
which was all I took; but I found myſelf conſi- 
derably richer than I expeCted ; for my woman had 
taken half a dozen table, and as many tea ſpoons, 
without my conſent. I now began to think what 
I was to do; for I thought I would ſooner ſtarve 
than go to any of my friends or relations. 1 had 


only twenty pounds in caſh, and my cloaths, which 
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ould not ly a great while; But I imagined b 
I might. pothbl — ve Lord $— 2 4 
that made me bene what eaſy. Next day I ſet off 
for my new lodgings ; and at the ſame time ordered 
the ſeryants not to come, or let any one know 
where I was on any account, but if wanted 
me at any time to fend me a line. Y 

I had the courage, juſt before I went, to order 
up my whole retinue, conſiſting of no leſs than 
thirty ſervants. When they were all aſſembled 
around me, I gave them the following exordium 

% You fee in me the vanity of human greatnefs. . 
Not four years have paſſed ſince Lord Smith \ 
% Dayal thought proper to introduce me t6 my 
late exalted ſtation, in which I ſhined a pleaſing 
object of magnificence and ſplendor ; envied by 
«* thoſe much happier than myſelf, and admired 
for that, which I was not to enjoy.——Behold me 
% now, even in perſon ſo much altered, that you 
can ſcarce know me; but in my circumſtances 
© ] am fallen indeed, far below your own ;—re= \. 
% duced from the ſummit of grandeur to almoſt _ 
e the loweſt abyfs of miſery; to be the idle chat 4 
of tlie great, and the ſport of the licentious © # 
« proud —forſaken by my huſband, and become 
<< even a reproach with thoſe who ought to protect 

eme. If you” (turning to Monſieur Pallairde, a 
French valet of Lord 8— s) „ ſhould ever ſee your 
noble maſter, tell him, deſtitute as he left me, 

6 I ſhall pay this everlaſting obligation to his me- 

„ mory, by confeſſing that no man on earth could , 
have made me 2 as himſelf, had he but 
been bleſt with a competent ſhare of prudence. 
May the ſame inſurmountable fortitude attend 
&« him through life, as I now experience in theſe 
« trying ſcenes; and may everlaſting bleſſings 
4% crown him here, and hereafter. As to you, my 
„ ſervants, may you all enjoy health and comfort, 
“and be l into ſuch families, as are bet- 
_— ter 
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. ter ſuited to cultivate your mom, than While 


* you were in this.“ | | | 
hey were ſo affected by this ſpeech, that they 5 
knew not whether to go or ſtay, till I pointed to 
the door, when they went out, with ſorrowful 
looks, exclaiming, 4+ God bleſs your Ladyſhip ;— 
* may you be happy and richer than ever!“ — 
Weak minds are ſeldom affected long with what 
does not concern themſelves.— heard one of them 
» fay, She keeps up her dignity, however.” 1 
ſuppoſe they expected to ſee me in a fit of madneſs, 
tearing my hair, —wringing my hands, and abuſing 
their maſter. —This —— have been according to 
their own ideas of things; — but it was not ſo with 
me ;—I had other feelings, and * that within 
which paſſed all ſhew.” 
I now arrived at my new habitation, by the name 
of Mrs. Smith. I went into my apartment, and 
the firſt object that ſtruck me, was my own ſweet 
face in the glaſs. I found I was not ſo frightful as 
ls expected; «© however, thought I, as no one will 
<4. know me, I can go out whenever I pleaſe, with- 
d out the fear of being inſulted by the prying eye of 
3 « curioſity.“ With theſe thoughts I made myſelf 
happy. 5 
| G30 day after tea, the good woman of the houſe 
. came up ſtairs and ſat with me ſome time. She 
aſmſked me if I had heard how Lord Smith Daval was 
| gone off; and left his Lady, having loſt his whole 
fortune at the gaming table ;—** This is the way,” 
ſaid ſhe, „that people go on at this end of the 
town: Thad much rather take agentlewoman, like 
you, than theſe people who make ſuch a figure.” . 
| — O,“ thought I, oh this will do.” My own 
woman coming up, ſhe left me; and when out of \ 
hearing, I told Ann (for ſhe would come to attend 
me, what ever I would ſay to the contrary), ſhe 
muſt take care not to —_ by my real name. 
8. No, my Lady,“ ſaid ſhe, +5 
N | « Why 
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% Why yah have forgot already ;—that is the ve- 
*.ry name which will diſcover me.” vJ 
Looking over the letters which came for me 
while I lay ill of the ſmall pox, I found one from _-** 
v1 Mrs. A—, informing me her father was dead; and 
| begged I would ſend her child down into the coun- 
wry: Through the multiplicity of my own affairs, 
I had, till then, quite forgot the poor babe. I aſk- 
ed Ann, if the woman who nurſed it ſince I was ill, 
had been paid? She told me fhe had; and that 
Lord Smith Daval had ſent it into the country, at 
the deſire of the mother. 

In the letter, were many thanks for my kindneſs 
to her, as it was the means, ſhe ſaid, of the happy 
reconciliation with her and her father, who had 
made a will to diſinherit her, but had now ſet that 
aſide, and made her equal with her ſiſter; conclud- 
ing with ſaying, nothing could add ſo much to her 
happineſs, as the pleaſure of ſeeing me in the coun- 
try. A thought {truck me, and 1 wrote a letter to 
inform her I would accept of her invitation. 
wrote this, not that I had any intentions of going, 4 
fo much as trying her friendſhip, for I was certain _ 
Sir Joh R—'s Emily had heard of my misfortune 
by my ſervants, and conſequently all the count 
by this time; and as the wife's conduct is — 9 
called in queſtion when the huſband does wrong, 
J was ſure that the ladies would blame me for going 
out ſo much, and dreſſing ſo fine; in ſhort, they 
would inſinuate at laſt that I abſolutely ruined him. 
This, indeed, is what we muſt always expect; for 


Wet" a woman is never excuſed for any crime the huſband, 
commits, except it is that of murder; nay even 
3 then her om ſex will ſay ſhe muſt be privy to it. 

£ \ Therefore I was determined not to go to any of 

d my female friends; for | never met with a woman 

e et in whom I could place the leaſt confidence; 
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they are made up of envy, flander A ignoramce; 
FE and delight in nothing 4 500" downfall 
bf Lach other. From theſe ſentiments you will 
ſiuppoſe I am no friend to my own ſex; but be- 
lieve me, no one would do more to ſerve them 
than myſelf, when in my power. 
But to return to Mrs, A—. In anfwer to my 
letter, ſhe wrote me ſhe was exceedingly ſorry fi 
my misfortune, and ſhould have been glad 
to ſee me, but her houſe was repairing, -and 
mot fit to receive me, but never mentioned a-word 
about the expence I had been at for her child's 
mor or the lodging of two guineas a week 
I paid for her, and other expences which 
coſt Lord S— above a hundred pounds the half 
year the was in town; beſides the child's linen, 
which coſt upwards of thirty pounds ; however, 
here father was dead, and ſhe was now her own 
miſtrefs; and finding herſelf very rich, ſhe ſup- 
| fed ſhe ſhould want no friendſhip from any 
body, therefore thought proper to decline taking 
me in, for fear, I ſuppoſe, I might ſtay longer 
than might be agreeable to her. 333 
Vou may ſuppoſe from this, that 1 cannot value 
Mrs. A— for her nobleneſs of ſoul. Yet ſhe is 
$ not without ſome good qualities; ſhe is mild to a 
degree, and humble to a fault: but too mean an 
3 opinion of herſelf, and fo great a command of her 
temper, that you will never fee her in a paſſion, 
was you to remain with her ſeven years. But I 
muſt return to my own narrative. 
About twelve o'clock I went to bed, but could 
Keep very little—my thoughts were ſo taken up 
with comparing my ſituation to what I was wont 
to enjoy. As 4 lay awake in the morning rumi- 
nating on my miſerable ſituation, Ann came into 
my room, and very glad I was to ſee her. I 
ot up, and while at breakfaſt, ſhe told me Sir 
John R called, and deſired 9 
- | * 
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Ann was very go 
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of ſeeing nie. I told her I would not. ſee himy 
for J ſuppoſed he would want me to go into the ** 


country with him, which I was determined I 
would not, nor be dependant upon the cold looks 
of my friends any more, for I knew that the 
girls were women grown by that time, and the 


eldeſt was always proud and haughty to a de- 


.gree, and I ſhould think they inſulted me, whether 
they intended it or not. | 

I had given up all thoughts of ſeeing another 
happy day, and was therefore quite reſigned to my 
fate. I thought when my caſh and all things 
were gone I would go out to ſervice; but I had 
not been long in this place, before my landlady 
told me I was the firſt perſon ſhe had ever taken 
into her houſe without a character; not knowing 
what ſhe meant, I found myſelf ſo much hurt at 
this ſpeech, that I was determined to leave this 


lodging, and I accordingly told her ſo, and went 


and got another, but found myſelf worſe off, and 
I believe I changed near twenty times, till at 


length my cloaths and every thing was gone. In' 


this ſituation I found myſelf very ill from a fever 


I caught thro' my 77 uneaſineſs, and anxiety. 
0 


every day, but finding I grew worſe, ſhe ran 
for a doctor, and who ſhould ſhe bring to me 
but the very ſame gentleman who attended me in 
the ſmall pox. | ; 

When he came into the room, I thought I 


ſhould have died :—he ſtood like a ſtatue ; but 
recovering himſelf, Lady Smith Daval, ſaid he, 


„js it poſſible you can be hid in ſuch a place as 


<< this I—I have made every enquiry after you at 


to ine; ſhe came to ſee me 


„Lord Smith Daval's houſe, and every where 


„ elſe, but all to no purpoſe.” - 
Oh doctor,“ ſaid I, who would wiſh to know 
of ſuch an unhappy wretch as I am? I have 


taken every precaution I poſſibly could, that 
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% no one ſhould know where I Was, and am 
„really ſorry you have been ſo unlucky as to 
% find me.“ e 
- « My good Lady, faid he, you ſoon will be 
„ well; and 1 hope to fee you in a better fitua- 
% tion than this, before long.” I ſhook my 
Head, which was all the anſwer J could give him. 
He left me, and preſently after ſent me ſome medi- 
cines which made me better. «ag | 
I ſuppoſe Ann told him of my neceſſitous ſitua- 
tion, for he ordered the people of the houſe to 
take particular care of me, and gave Ann five 
guineas for my uſe, and told her to take great care 
of me. The doctor continued his viſits altho? I 
had recovered from my illneſs, and one day as I 
was ſhaking with cold over a little bit of fire, 
he came in. Lady Smith Daval, ſaid he, I 
& know you are a woman of ſuch fine feelings ;— 
« fo great ſenſibility and ſuch penetration, that 
„ you have a very ill opinion of the world in 
e general. You perhaps may think I may come, 
er either out of mere curioſity, or with a view of 
taking advantage of your diſtreſſed ſituation : 
e but if there be honour under Heaven, believe 
© me, my dear Madam, I come entirely to ſerve 
„ you; for, to ſee a perſon of your dignity, who 
% once ſhone as bright as the morning ſtar, now 
„ funk into dire misfortune and Aificeſs, is a 
& ſcene too ſhocking for any feeling heart. Even 
40 the Gods, continued he, behold you with com- 

© paffion, and you will, I hope, very ſoon riſe 


ee apain.” | 
3 You ſee he was m_y well ſkilled in the lan- 
- guage which was moſt likely to find a way to a 
Woman's heart. I ſmiled at this ratiocination, 
and aſked him if the Gods had ſent him as a 
meſſenger of this good news to me. © Yes,” 


+ 


ſaid he; and as ſuch my fortune and my intereſt 


„ are entirely at your ſervice.“ 
4 | « Moſt, 
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1 44 Moſt noble doctor, ſaid I, & theſe are. 

t words, which, to a woman in my ſituation 
t might ſound like a voice from Heaven: but to 
b me they are like daggers to my afflicted heart 
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« No, Sir—T have a ſoul which ſcorns to receive 
4 fayours, when there was no poſſibility of return - 
« ing them; and to be dependant upon a ſtranger, 
« js, to me, worſe than death; and ſince fate has 
« placed mein this humble ſtate, I had rather linger 
« out a wretched life in poverty and want, than 
6 bear the inſults of dependant obligations.“ 
Give ine leave, Lady Smith Daval,” faid he, 
% ſince you have ſtarted this ſubject, to give you 
“ my ſentiments upon it. I have always diſco- 
4 vered in you, a greatneſs of mind, far above your 
% ſex, and too much exalted for me to expreſs, 
« With ſuch ſentiments, it is no wonder you 
6+ thus look down upon every thing as beneath 
« your notice: yet, I flatter myſelf I have a ſoul 
« tho' far inferior to your own, would: ſcorn a 
„ thought ſo mean, as that of laying you under 
: «© the leaſt obligation, for the greateſt ſervice L 
" 4+ ſhould render you: and believe me, my Lade, 
« one half hour of your converſation, is more = 
than a recompence for half my income; anz 
believe me, I am fo attached to 41 intereſt, 1 
« that I can never ſuffer you to live ſo much 
4% beneath your perſon and quality therefore 
«& *tis in vain to retuſe me this one requeſt I am 
going to make, which is, that I;apay procure 
„ you another lodging more ſuitabl&tor. vou, and 
« a ſervant to attend you.“ * 6.5 
% No, doctor,” ſaid I; „ the people are ver 
4 civil to me where I am, and while they con- 
„ tinue ſo I cannot think of moving; = be 
. << aſſured I ſhall ever retain the warmeſt ſenſe of 
% your goodneſs of heart towards me.“ The 
woman of the houſe came up to aſk me what I 


would 
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would like for dinner; I gave her four pence and 

told her to get me a plate of beef. 
The dock 

nance, I ſaw he was very much hurt; no doubt 


from the poorneſs of my meal, for ſoon after a 


waiter from one of the coffee houſes brought me 
a chicken and ſeveral other things ready dreſſed. 

When I was alone, I began to reaſon with my- 
ſelf what I ſhould do, fituated as I was. I had 
faid every thing to the doctor I poſſibly could to 
withdraw his generous intentions towards me ; 
and had as good as told him I would rather ſtarve 
than receive from him any favours; therefore I 
could not tell what to attribute theſe favours to. 
I knew that Lord Smith never employed any but 
people of eminence in their profeſhon, 1 had there- 
fore no reaſon to doubt but he was a man of for- 
tune. But, thought I, if he had a wife and family, 
what would they think of his conduct, if it ſhould 
reach their ears, for I was certain no woman 
would have joined in a ſcheme ſo laudable. In 
ſhort I did not know what to think or do; and in 
this Nate of perplexity, the woman came to in- 


form me there was a hamper of wine come for 


Lady Smith Daval, but was ſure it was a wrong 
direQion, for ſhe knew no ſuch perſon in her 
houſe. No, no,” ſaid I, © make them take it 
% back again. I am ſure it is for no one here.“ 
Indeed I was very much provoked to think Doctor 
H— ſhould be ſo much to blame as to expoſe 
my name. TI wiſhed only for money to pay my 
odging, ,in order to leave the place, that he 
might not ſee me any more, unleſs I ſhould 
have it in my power to pay him for his attendance, 

Soon after the doctor came, and told the wo- 
man the wine was for me, and told her he ſhould 
ſend dinner and ſupper every day; and all other 
neceſſaries that were wanting. My landlady 


* Fame running up ſtairs to tell me this, as ſhe 


thought 


or now left me, and by his counte- 


2 
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thought good news, and was much more pleaſed 
with it than I was, for all I deſired was juſt 
enough to ſupport me in my ſituation, and ſhould 
have been more happy, than at receiving favours 
in this manner, which made me very miſerable. 

For three weeks I ſaw nothing of Doctor H—.. 
I lived well, and ſo did the woman of the houſe, 
for I cat but very little, and ſhe had always what 

remained, for there was generally as much ſent 
as would dine five or ſix people. I begged the 
waiter would not bring ſo much ; but he told me 
Doctor H— inſiſted it ſhould be brought. 

One morning the doctor came in, and, with 
his ufual politeneſs, enquired after my health. 
„Oh, doctor,“ ſaid I, falling on my knees, 
at your feet let me return you my ſincere and 
c hearty thanks for your unbounded generoſity 
and goodneſs to a wretch ſo much unworthy 
of it.” The poor doctor was unable to reply, 
but raiſed me up, and led me to a chair, and 
walked ſeveral times acroſs the room; when re- 
covering himſelf he thus addreſſed me, „ Be- 
„ lieve me, Lady Smith Daval, the reaſon I have 
not done myſelf the pleaſure of calling upon 
„you before, was the dread of this humiliation 
from ſuch ſublime feelings as yours; but be 
«+ aſſured if you will -permit me the honour of 
« calling upon you, I ſhall eſteem it the hap- | 
e pieſt part of my life; but if you are ſo ſevere ” 
as to deny me that ſatisfaction, and thus con- 
tinue ſo overpowered with grief; on my bended 
„ knees 1 ſwear, that if my perſonal attendance 
is the cauſe of your diſtreſs, I will forbear, but 
„ my ſervice I will never withdraw.” He 
pauſed —however I had the courage to aſk him 
if he was married; he anſwered me in the affirm- 
ative. Then doctor,” ſaid J, “ you have. it 
in your power to make me eſteem you as ene 
of the moſt exalted characters that exiſts.” ” 


: | H . Command | 
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Command me, Lady S—,” ſaid he, 1 WII 
« comply with it be what it may.” oF 
„Then,“ ſaid I, © from this time you muſt 
„ never think of calling upon me, without I 
„ ſend for you, as afavour done to me in juſtice © 
% to your wife.” He looked diſconcerted at m 
requeſt, but faid—*< Believe me, Lady S—, 
have not been ſo ignorant in my choice of a 
„wife, as to think ſhe would call me to account 
* for doing what I thought proper; beſides, ſhe 
knows and approves of the whole affair; aid 
«© the wiſhes to ſee you; but I did not dare ts 
tell you this before.“ He told me this with 
10 good a grace that I believed every word of it. 
When he left me, I thus reaſoned with myſelf. 
Doctor H— is a married man, and his wife 
is agreeable to his viſits to me as he has told 
her my diſtreſſed fituation. Oh, if my dear 
Lord had found out an object of fuch charity, 
++ 1] thould have adored her generous foul ; but 
«+ where is there another woman who thinks like 
«© myſelf, or could do as I do; beſides as I never 
% met with one who had the leaſt feeling for their 
* own ſex, 1 cannot but think the doctor has de- 
= «© ceived me, for his wife does not know how 
8 4 bountiful he is to me.” 
AF While I was thus muſing, Ann came into my 
. room and told me ſhe had got a place for me in 
2 Hanover-{quare, near Doctor H—'s. This led 
. me to aſk her if ſhe knew his wife, ſhe ſaid ſhe. 
= had ſeen her, and had heard the coachman ſay, 
the doctor would be a very good fort of a man, 
2 if ſhe would let him; but tho' he is worth more 
=: than a hundred thoufand pounds, ſhe grudges the 
E. fervants- victuals. 1 aſked her if the knew u he- 
ther his wife had a large fortune; ſhe ſaid ſhe 
dare ſay ſhe had, or the doctor never would have 
had her, for ſhe is a ſtrange woman, I was a 
little curious to know more of this matter, and 
therefore 
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therefore determined, when the doctor came again / 


to ſound him upon it, and to put an end to his 
viſits : for I found if his wife knew of his real 


2 bounty to me, the would not be very much pleaſed- 


To prevent my maid's curioſity, I told her 1 
had found a friend, but knew riot who it was; and 
therefore wanted for nothing. The poor er 
ſeemed quite delighted. Oh dear Ma'am,” faid 
ſhe, it muſt be Lord S—, and vou will fee 
“ him again.” 1 ſhook my head, but gave her 
no anſwer; for tho' I thought her very faithful 
in not letting Sir Jokn R— know where I was, 
et I could not truſt her in this affair. When 
the was going, ſhe told me ſhe ſhould often call, 
and let me know how Sir John's family did. I 
deſired her to be particular in knowing how my 
mother did, and how ſhe bore my loſs. Vet 1 
knew when ſhe had once ſet down to cards, ſhe 
would never break her heart about any thing. 

In the evening, Doctor H— came again.“ For 
„% Heaven's ſake, Lady Smich, no. tragedy to- 
& day,” faid he, for I have not half recovered 
ce the laſt.” 


% No, Doctor, ſaid I, 5 you ſhall have ſome- 


« thing to day by way of preface to the next.“ 
Ge a word of that, 1 2 ſaidche; 


& really Lady S— you are a charming actreſs,” -- 
« Yes,” thought I, and fo are you.. 
He ſat down, and we talked upon various ſub= © 

jects, and I was ſoon convinced he was a man of 

great learning, good ſenſe, and ſound judgment; 
and endowed with uncommon penetration, which 
altogether added ſuch: ſpirits to the converſation, 
as quite charmed me; he indeed appeared, quite 
amiable in my fight; but theſe thoughts. were 
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rather alarming to me, when I conſidered ho 


much 1 was in the power of the man who had 
been ſo bountiful to me. This quite diſtreſſed 
me ; 'and ſupper coming in, I found he pngant to 
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ſtay; and had ordered another waiter to attend. 
J fat down, but was in ſo much confuſion I could 
ſcarce contain myſelf; for I knew the ſervants 
would put the worſt conſtruction upon it. As 
ſoon as they left the room, I thus addrefled the doc- 
for. „Sir, ſince you and your bountiful Lady 


have thought proper to confer upon me fo great 


« a bleffing as to ſupport me as a real object wor- 
„thy your charity; I mean to do myſelf the 
« honour of waiting upon your Lady to-morrow 
«morning, to return. her my moſt grateful 
« thanks.” | 

Now thought I, you will be obliged: to fpeak 
truth, for I believe he never was at a greater loſs 
for an excuſe; however the Doctor was one of 


thoſe whoſe wit never fleeps, for he preſently re- 
collected himſelf ; ++ Lady Smith Daval,” ſaid he, 


„ do you ſuppoſe, that after I had ſeen your all- 
« gracious knees bending to me, who am unwor- 
% thy, even of your preſence ; do you ſuppoſe me 
that unfeeling wretch, who would ſuffer you to 
return thanks to my wife? No, was ſhe a prin- 
« ceſs, or an empreſs of the world, you ſhould 
«« not do it.” 

& Indeed, doctor, ſaid I, „ this is a moſt 
„ gracious ſpeech of yours, but it does not afford 
« that ſatisfaction I could wiſh ; for I am doubtful 
„ whether your lady is a ſtranger to your bounty 


and viſits to me; therefore you cannot oblige 
me more than by telling me the truth.“ 


Lou muſt excuſe and pardon me, Lady Smith, 


& for a fault, which reſulted from your own nice 
« delicacy ; for had I not told you that Mrs. H— 
% was acquainted with my intentions towards 
« your happineſs, I was certain you would have 
« defeated my deſigns, by telling me you would 
& not receive the leaſt favour from me, without I 
« would promiſe not to viſit you again; at that 
„ time I might have been ridiculous * to 

«6 have 


= 


1 
te have complied with ſuch a requeſt; but be aſs 


C ſured Lady 8, no man will ever do that after 
bs * be has been honoured with but a few hours of 
our converſation.” _ 

t this elaborate ſpeech I put on a very grave 
face, and told him, that if thoſe were his real ſen- 
timents, I would take care, in future, and not 
make it ſo agreeable ;—and was ſorry my conduct 
ſhould, at any time, have led him to ſuppoſe that 
1 would receive the viſits of a man, who declared 
his wife was a ſtranger to our acquaintance. | 

He replied to this, “ ſuppoſe; Lady S—, a man 
of a large fortune, married to a woman poſſeſſed 
„of ſuch illiberal ideas, that ſhe was not capable 
of doing a good action herſelf, or ſuffer him if 
« ſhe knew it: would you think that man to 
blame, who performs a good ane in private!“ 

% No, Doctor,” I replied ; „“ but at the fame 
„ time I ſhould not like to be the object of that 
„man's bounty; for how unhappy would that 
* poor woman be that knew it.” ; 

*« You are too ſenſible Lady S,“ replied he, 
« to ſyppoſe, ſuch a perſon deſerved your pity; | 
«© and who can make life comfortable, with a 
« woman who is ſo ſeldom in her ſenſes.” 

I found he was. hurt at repeating theſe words, 
therefore to change the ſubject, I aſked him ho 
time went ;—he ſaid, very faſt, but did not tell me 
what o'clock it was; I was obliged to tell him it 
was late; he then made an apology, and was 
going, when I told him I had ſomething of moment: 
to relate ; he ſat down, and I continued, , „ believe 
me Doctor H—, no one can be more ſenſible of 
„the obligations under which they labour, than 
myſelf; yet, did my life depend upon it, as much 


nas my ſubſiſtence,, 2 cannot be happy, withank 


„you will forbear vi ſithu 


„% Lady Smith Dank 420 he, have you | 


$6.1 ay delign upon me; or do 4 ago e | have 
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s upon you? As to > age perſon, I ſkall ever 


© hold it facred; and aſſured, I would forfeit 
* my life, rather than mention a ſubject to you 
„that was not fit for angels to hear. Indeed 
Lady S— your notions of things are ſo refined 
that 1 appear above this world when port my 
with you, therefore allow me that happineſs, 
„ aſk no more. Why would you wiſh, bright 
_* ornament of your ſex, to be ſo ſecluded from 
c the world, in the bloom of life, as to with- 
draw from ſociety your enchanting wit : tell 
* me, moſt exalted woman, why you would be 
guilty of doing ſuch violence to yourſelf? 
« you cannot do it out of the mere notions of 
* what the world might think of your conduct. 
% Suppoſe all your friends and mine too, knew of 
« my viſits to you? they are all far beneath your 
notice: and for a woman of your ſenſe to heſi- 
** tate a moment—without you doubt my honour, 
„ which 1 have ever held ſacred, and which I 
hope is as inſurmountable as your Ladyſhip's 
* merit.” Without waiting for an anſwer, he 
withed me good night; and indeed I was not 
-forry, for I wiſhed him gone. 0 

I fat down, and began to ruminate on what I 
ſhould do. I found it impoſſible to avoid receiving 
His vifits; and his rhetoric was too overbearing for 
me to difpute the point with him. This, added to 
his bounty, I thought might make me give way to 
his arguments, without my being convinced of the 
juſtneſs of them, However I had no reaſon to re- 
pent of my behaviour to him; for my truſty ſervant 
Ann, came a few days after, with a piece of news 
which entirely ſet me free from obligations to any 
one. She came into my room without any manner 
of ceremony, quite out of breath with running. 
* Oh, ma'am, you have got all the world, left 
«© yon; and Sir John R— is juſt crazied to find 
you; for your uncle in Jamaica is dead.” Now 
Wa. . I knew 


3} | 


| 1 knew if he had no family I muſt be his heir; and 


I never heard he was ever married. I was afraid I 
ſhould appear too elated at this news; I therefore 
told her the might tell Sir John's ſervant, that if 
he brought a letter to her for me, ſhe could _— 
it to me. Next day ſhe 3 a letter, whicl 
informed me my uncle was dead, and that he had 
made a will, wherein he left his brother's eldeſt 
daughter, 1 thouſand pounds; ſo that if 
there were ever ſo many claimants I ſhould have 
had his fortune. In this letter, Sir John wiſhed 
to know where to find me, concluding with a great 
many compliments at this unexpected change of 
fortune. 

Soon after I had finiſhed my letter, in came 
Doctor H-, who found me quite a different being 
than when laſt he left me. I was now in no fear 
of the poor Doctor, nor his wife, nor any one elſe. 
J told him I ſhould ſoon, be the happieſt woman in 
the world; by having it in my power to make every 
acknowledgment to thoſe who had been friends to 
me in my diſtreſs. The Doctor gave me joy; and 
ſaid many fine things upon the occaſion, and con- 
cluded with ſaying, May that divine woman, 
„Lady Smith. Daval, never forget her doctor.“ 
„% hope ſhe will never forget her friends,” I re- 
plied ; „but be aſſured, Doctor, you never 
„% ſee me on my knees again, without it be at 


„ prayers.” He could not forbear laughing. In- 5 1 
„ deed, Lady Smith, if you knew how elegant 
«« you look in that poſture, you would often pray,” 


I aſked him if he would oblige me with fifty pounds, 
& A thoufand, Madam,” fad he, with pleaſure.” 
I told him fifty would be quite enough. There, 
* Lady S—” ſaid he, preſenting that ſum to me. 
Elf you ſhould want more, you know you may 

« command me ;”— and took His leave. I then fet 
about preparing myſelf to meet Sir John R-, and 
accordingly took freſh lodgings in Leiceſter fields, 
. J at 
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t three guineas a week; for I was Aae 
never to let him know how diſtreſſed 1 had been. 
It was near a week before I was in condition to 
receive Sir John. I then ſent him a note, defiring 
[| to ſee him at three o'clock. Accordingly he came; 
Y but whether it was from my being ſo much altered 
i by the ſmall pox, or from not ſeeing me ſo long, I 
know not ; for he appeared greatly confuſed, and 
was ſome time before he could ſay © I am happy 
to ſee you, Lady Smith Daval. 

Indeed, Sir John, ſo am I to ſee you; ou 


% may ſuppoſe from the circumſtance that ent 
„ you to me.“ 


& reaſon to betieve my preſence could have been 
, ſo acceptable to your Ladyſhip, after I had ſo 
* much deſired to ſee you, but was always refuſed ; 
& and could never be happy enough to meet you 
e to know what part of my conduct has merited 
'4. ſuch treatment from you!“ 
Why, indeed, Sir John, you have never de- 
„ ſerved ſuch treatment from me; but you know 


looks; and be obliged to acquieſce with thoſe 

«from, whom I am obliged to accept a piece of 

„ bread, and to ſay as they ſay, however repug- 

5 . ä rr nant to my own ideas.—No, Sir; 1 love liberty; 
I would rather ſtarve than be humbled into luck 

. 2 A ſubmiſſion!“ 

= I 3 = Well, Lady Smith, N lad — 6 it is now in 
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we 


1 55 But where is > Load $S— all this time:“ 
Indeed this ſtruck me moſt ſenſibly; for as I had 
heard nothing of him ſince he had Jeft me, I had 


never had informed me of his going; but that I had 
heard he was in F rance. 
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« Yes, Madam,” ſaid he, ? I have no other : 


„ my, ſpirit is too high to bear cold and ſignificant . 


made up my mind upon not ſeeing him any more; 
and therefore told Sir John I did not know, as he 


Te 3 © 


I 


ä 
Not know he was going to leave you !” ad 


he ; but I hope he provided for you?” 


No,“ ſaid I, „he did A5 and no one living 
in 


« knows what I have ſuffered ſince he left me.” 
then related to him all my ſufferings. He was 

reatly affected at my ſtory, and told me he had 
So all the pains poſſible to find me, for he had 
heard I was in great diſtreſs. 

Sir John then told me my uncle's property was 
in England, and had been theſe eight months; 
he then gave me draughts upon his banker for four 
thouſand pounds ; and leaving me, I began to con- 
ſider how L ſhould conduct myſelf in this ſtrange 
turn of fortune : for though my uncle left me very 
handſome, yet, without ſome ſhare of prudence to 
manage it, I might ſoon involve myſelf in difficul- 
ties, if J attempted to live in the ſtile I was uſed 
to when with Lord S—. To avoid that, I was 
reſolved to. leave town, and therefore got Sir John 
R— to purchaſe a genteel houſe for me in the 
country ; for by that means I ſhould have the great 
happineſs of again ſeeing my relations, eſpecially 
as I now wanted nothing of them. Beſides, I knew 
it would mortify them to ſee me again in an inde- 
pendant ſituation, The firſt of them that would 
be moſt mortified, was Mrs. A—. Thought I, I 


will now ſee if the-houſe is repaired. It was almoſt 


three years ſince ] had heard from her, and believe 


me I was much elated at the thoughts of tellin 
her how I deſpiſed her meanneſs of ſoul : and 


was ſure ſhe had ſenſe enough to be aſhamed of her. 
ingratitude, chough not heart enough to get the 


better of it. 


The next day, Sir John R— came, and 1 deſired = 


him not to let any of his family, nor any one elle, 
* know my intentions : nor did he ; for he bought 
me this houſe, and furniſhed it ready to receive me, 
without my mother or Lady R—'s knowing who 
it was for. I provided myſelf with a new carriage, 
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and every thing neceſſary for a perſon of .ſmalt 
fortune. * 
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The day now arrived when my affairs were to 
be entirely ſettled; am Sir John, Doctor H—, my 
uncle's executor, the attorneys, and other atten- 
dants, came to ſettle the buſineſs ; which was ſoon 
done, for the deeds were all ready to ſign; and 
in looking over the writings, I found there was 
fve hundred pounds to be divided between Sir John: 
R— and the other executor, (a merchant of Ja- 
maica,. who came over to ſee the buſineſs com- 
pleated.) When every thing was ſettled, and every 
expence paid, I found myſelf poſſeſſed of twenty 
thoufand, four hundred pounds; which I thought 
uite enough to keep me in the manner | wiſhed.. 
On' this day I provided an elegant dinner for my 
company; and once more ſat down at the head of 
the table like myſelf. They broke up at nine; 
and Sir John ſaid he hoped I ſhould be a good 
neighbour. * Yes, Sir John,” ſaid I, „and 1 

dare ſay the ladies will be glad to ſee me.“ 
« As to the ladies,“ ſaid he, «© I cannot ſay; 


A can only anſwer for myſelf; and believe me, 


4% T ſhall always be very happy to ſee you.“ And 
indeed T often have his company, for he really is 
an excellent companion. 

In about three months I received a letter from- 


27 Sir ſohn, informing me that every thing was read 
for my reception. I accordingly took Ann with 


me and ſet off, and called at B— Hall, where I 
found Mrs, A— Pray, Madam,” fays I, is. 


«© the houſe finiſhed yet?” This queſtion quite 


confounded her ; for ſhe looked as ſtupid as poſ- 
fable, and knew not how to anfwer me. I could 


not forbear laughing in her face. At length, how- 


ever, ſhe recovered herſelf—** Dear Lady Smith 


„ Dayal,” ſaid ſhe, who would have thought 


1 
4 þ 
— 9 

— 

2 * . 

„„ 
* 


* ö 
© 
* 
* 


& of ſeeing you? I am ſure I am glad to fee you, 
xc and heartily give you joy of your good 3 


r Dear Mrs. A— fai 


long ago denied me your houſe, for fear my 
diſtreſſed ſituation ſhould make me ftay longer 
with you than might be agreeable. I could not 
come ſo near B— Hall without calling to tell 
you my ſentiments, and alſo what an unfeeling, 
« ungrateful heart you have. But perhaps you 

may not think ſo? There was a time, Madam, 
when you thought I was deſerving a favour 
from you ; this you cannot but acknowledge.” 
„Why no,” faid ſhe, trembling, ** I cannot 
4 deny that, 1 Smith.“ : 

« And pray,” faid I, © what did I do to eraſe 
that thought from your breaſt ?” 


„Nothing,“ replied ſhe. ** You indeed was 


% the beſt friend I ever found, and the onl 
«c 


46 


one; 
and though I could not receive you, at the time 
you ſent, I wrote a letter to inform you when 
it did ſuit me; but I received no anſwer to it.“ 

People ſeldom,” ſaid I, „ anſwer letters 
© they do not receive;” and ſhe fell a crying 
for ſhe found herſelf hurt at what I had. ſaid to 
her. I told her ſhe need not now be afraid- to 
aſk me in, for I wanted no favour; I aſked her 
how her child did; ſhe told me very well, and 


«c 


that ſhe was married to a Mr. Edwards; I was 


much ſurprized at this. She aſked me- to ſtay 


dinner; 1 told her J could not, and took mh 8 


leave without aſking her to call on me. 5 
The next day Sir John R— called upon me, 1 
aſked him how Mrs. A— came not to marry the 
young man ſhe had the child by '—he ſaid he did 


not know, but that the poor fellow took his dif- 
appointment fo much at heart, that he died foon 


after; ſhe ſent him eight hundred pounds; and a 
letter to inform him never to ſee her more; and 


foon after this ſhe married Mr. Edwards, ow pet 4 


- 


( 82 5 r 

* you need not fett 5 
a ſincerity which I know your heart is an et,, *-- 
ſtranger to; nor can believe it poſſible for ou 
to rejoice ſo much in my I why who not 


. 

. = 
2-43 
_ 


( 84) Wl 
ſoon put an end to her lever.—Sir Jehn alfo told 
me that her father had been dead ſome time. | 
A few days after, my mother and Lady R— 
paid ine a viſit, for the firſt time ſince I had been 
in the country. My mother had not ſeen me 
ſince J had the ſmall pox, and when ſhe firſt ſaw 
me expreſſed great concern that it had ſo much 
disfigured me, telling me it would have been better 
if it had taken me off, than left me ſuch a fright. 
I ſmiled at her weakneſs, but gave her no anſwer— 
to change the diſcourſe, Lady R- aſked me how 
'T liked the houſe, and other indifferent queſtions. 
I never told her Ladyſhip, or my mother, my 
hiſtory, nor indeed to any but Sir — 1 found 
they were all very much againſt Mrs. A— for 
her ill conduct, but J ſoon prevailed upon them 
. to forgive her, and now we all viſit her. Sir 
John's eldeſt daughter is going to marry Sir H. 
.P—. She is a fine young lady, but much like 
my aunt, for ſhe has a great deal of pride :— 
T love to humble the girl, and very often do, or 
there would be no bearing with her. | 
Now I have given you the particulars of my 
hiſtory juſt as it occurred to me; and do you 
think I have any obligation to Mrs. A to place 
d confidence in her who had treated me ſo ungrate- 
fully. I did not behave ſo to the good Doctor 
5 H—. No, no; I have a grateful heart, and 

therefore could not flight the man, who had 

== Yone ſo much to ſerve me, tho' unſolicited by 
mie; 1 believe there are few—nay, there is no 
BE ſpark which can harbour in the human breaſt, or in 
other words, that ſo degrades humanity as ingrati- 


tud:.....L.oftcn think of thoſe beautiful ſimilies of. , | 


_— oth 3 


the immortal Shakeſpeare. - 
2 Blow, blow, thou winter's wind, f 
Thou art not ſo unkind 

"As man's ingratitude ; 
Thy tooth is not ſo keen, 
Becauſe thou art not ſcen, | 
Altbo' thy breath be rude. Freeze, 


”" %. 


(85 7 
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter ſky, 
That doſt not bite ſo nigh 
As benefits forgot: 
Though thou the waters warp, 
Thy ſting is not ſo ſharp 
As friend remember'd not. 

Bur to return to the doctor. I did not leave 
him without taking a proper leave ; and we always 
ſpend many agreeable hours together when I go 
to town; for his company and converſation is, 
to me, the molt deſireable thing on earth ; this 
indeed was one grand reaſon for my reſiding in 
the country; for I was fearful it might grow tee 
charming. I believe, if I was certain Lord Smith 
Daval was dead, I ſhould never marry again. 
For notwithſtanding Lord S would not be ſaid 
to be the man of my choice, but caught by the 
brilliant appearance he made; yet, his manners 
were ſo exquiſite, and his delicacy towards me, 
left, ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, that can 
never be eraſed. And was he to come again, I 
ſhould receive him with raptures ; for believe me, 
| there 1s not any woman of common underitanding, 
| but would find herſelf ſtrongly attached to the 
> man ſhe married, even if it ſhould be a marriage 
N of indifference, provided he treated her with. a 
r proper reſpect. But 'tis no wonder the women 
. grow falſe, if the men ceaſe to be kind. And 
o- now, Miſs Catlane, „I think you muſt certainl 
y 


be tired with this narration : however imperfe 


0 I may have related this my hiſtory, for it is un- 
n {tudied, and unadarned with high flowered rhetoric, 
by it may ſerve as a means of improving your 


ot. mind; for youyg people, in general, are too apt; 
to be led away by falſe appearances of things, 
which ſtrikes their young imaginations, for want 
of experience in the world; for we all of us ſee 
through a depraved underſtanding ; but fee thro? 
few things as they really are, 1 
N K. | LETTER 
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LETTELC IK 


YOUNG MILDMAN TO MISS CATLANE. 


1 Congratulate you on your happy alluſion, nor 
am I diſpleaſed at the ſimplicity of the country 
man; tho' by the by, you ſeem to ſet him down 
A companion for me; and ſo indeed I am, in 
reſpect to your ambiguous way of arguing ; yet, 
J give you credit for the ſtory of the poor man; 
and am ready to believe that it is hard and difh- 
cult to account for the various accidents that 
attend mankind in their voyage thro' life. Hap- 
= pineſs in this, as well as in a future life, depends 
1 in a great meaſure, upon our own conduct, in 
regulating our paſſions, to ſuch objects, as are 
moſt conduſive to the improving our morals, en- 
livening our underſtanding, and inſpiring us with 
affections, which can, in no wile, fall ſhort of 
that felicity which we aſpire to. EE” 
I pane” to hear you have eſtabliſhed a new 
kind of doctrine, to diſannul moſt of the old, formal, 
and illiberal ones, which\have been handed down 
to us by our forefathers, that we might purſue the 
ways of morality The name of this new ſyſtem 
{hall be Liberty and mercy, founded by the 
celebrated Miſs Catlane, a an: of the Le of 
3 «« {ceptics.” However, I make no doubt but 
-”, time and experience will alter your opinion.— 
And may you be happy here, as you can wiſh; 
| and arrive hereafter, at that ſummit of glory, 
-where your fertile rer may improve to 
all eternity, is the wiſh of him who has the ho- 
VDour to be, Madam, your devoted humble ſervant, 


3 Joux MILDMAN. 
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LETTER MC 
MRS. FRIENDLY TO MISS CATLANE. 


Ie you many thanks for Lady Smith's 
hiſtory—and confeſs I was highly delighted and 
entertained with it, I do not wonder 'at her 
exclaiming ſo much againſt our ſex, as ſhe has 
throughout the whole narrative; for in all her 
diſtreſſes ſhe had not one female friend, and the 
inſincerity which ſhe met with from all thoſe 
who were bound by the ties of blood, was enough 
to make her condemn the whole. From our 
earlieſt youth we are more accuſtomed to this 
kind of vice, than the men, which ſinks us ſo 
low in their eyes—for, whenever we ſhew any 
artful device, our little vanities are flattered by 
the plaudits of our parents who call it wit, or a 
particular genius in us; and if, a- Ive is told, 
why it is directly conſtrued into a particular 
quickneſs and readineſs of anſwering queſtions. 
Now was 1 a mother of children, I would give 


them a ſeverer correction for a falſehood, than 


for a theft; for, from that: alone, inſincerity and 


depravity of morals, fpring ; and being brought 


up in having our natural vanities flattered, we 
become a kind of play thing for our infatuated 
parents : inſtead of being brought up in the paths 
of truth and the moral virtues, we are taugh 

to ſtrut about in pride, in the empty ſhew an 

parade of faſhion. No wonder then, from having 
ſuch idle notions inſtilled into our heads, Wwe 


become inſenfible, and as it were callous td 
voice of humanity, and the common ſeelings d 


nature 
I muſt tell you, dear Catlane, that I fear you 
will be obliged to come home to ſettle ſome bu- 
I 2 ſineſs, 


; 


>..4 . - 
"a * > % 


* 
2 a 
„ 
8 
. , 


% ».4 


* 
„ 
o 

K . 


* 


( 88 ) 

ſineſs, which, I am informed, cannot be done 
without you; and Mrs. Catlane talks of coming 
for you ſoon; however I hope you will not be 
obliged to ſtay with her, for ſhe is more unhappy 
than ever, and will not ſuffer your ſiſter even to 
viſit me; therefore I am ſure you will not bear 
ſuch confinement, eſpecially after having ſuch a. 
pleaſant fituation. L hope, therefore, Mrs. C— 


will alter her mind, and ſuffer you to enjoy lite 


while yon have it in your power. And believe 
me, you ſhall not want a friend in 


E. FRIENDLY. 


5 


LETTER XXII. 
Miss CATLANE TO MISS SUKEY. 


Tz is impoſſible, my dear fiſter, to expreſs the 

happineſs and pleaſure I have had in my viſit 
to Lady Smith Daval; I ftaid with her till Mrs. 
A— came for me, yet 1 wiſh ſhe had kept away. 
When I got home, ſhe aſked me how I ſpent my 
time with Lady S—. *<© Moſt agreeably, Ma- 
dam, faid I, „ *tis impoſſible to do otherwiſe 
« with ſuch a bewitching woman; ſhe cannot 
but command reſpect from all ranks of people.“ 

«© I know but one fault ſhe has,” replied Mrs. 
A—, and that is her inſuperable arrogance ; 
« which all her misfortunes cuuld not humble, 
% nor can time deface.“ 

„Upon my word, Madam,” ſaid I, “I do 
t not ſee that error in Lady Smith, in the leaſt; 
“for in my opinion, ſhe has no more pride, thai 
& what is conſiſtent with her merit; and as to 
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„her wit, it hides every imperfection ſhe may 
& have.” - 5 | 
I find,” ' replied Mrs. A, © you are charmed 
e with, and become a great advocate for her Lady 
« ſhip? indeed ſhe was always famed for doing 
all the good ſhe poſſibly could; and there is 
* the greateſt dependence upon her word; if the 


% had _— thoufand a year, ſhe would not lay 
li 


& by a ſhilling, or ſpend one more than her in- 
4 come, and'{o benevolent is ſhe to the diſtreſſed 
% that the whole pariſh lives by her bounty; 
«© therefore” it is no wonder the place reſounds 
« fo much in her praiſe. But, Miſs Catlane, I 
never heard-her ſay what became of Lord S—. . 
“J ſuppoſe he is dead?” I did not think proper 
to tell her what Lady S— had communicated to 
me about that. a 

You fee. Mrs. — allows Lady S— all tle. 
merit dye to her perſon and firm underſtanding, . 
but like a true woman, ſhe could not help throw- 
ing in ſome blemiſhes to make, it poſſible, the 
character leſs conſpicuous: yet I cannot but con- 
feſs Mrs. A— has many good qualities, and 
therefore perſuade myſelf ſhe is {till that. amiable - * 
> 48 I ever thought her, until I find her other- 
WC, R Y 

I have ſent Mrs. Friendly Lady Smith's hiſtory, 
which I hope will entertain you, and remain. 
your's affectionately, 


* 


S. CATLANE. 
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LETTER XXII. 


Y MISS CATLANE TO YOUNG MILDMAN. 
* 5 7 OUR laſt found me at B— Hall ; but where 
Maxis, wxote you laſt I have been a week upon a viſit 
do Lady Smith Daval. Oh Heaven! what a charm- 
ing woman ſhe is—and was the greateſt maſter of 
eloquence to ſay every thing in her praiſe, that 
the force of language can picture to the moſt fertile 
imagination, he will fall far, very far ſhort of her 
real and indeſcribable perfections. 5 
But in anſwer to your letter: you ſay „ various 
« are the ways by which we feek misfortunes, 
« and ſome people ſeek, it as a real good.” This 
is an uncharitable way ef thinking, for I believe 
it to be rather a misfortune incident to mankind, 
than a voluntary art to do wrong; for the ſame 
object has not the ſame appearance in different dif- 
pohtions. For inſtance, I take the greateſt plea- 
2 ſure in courting every kind of innocent pleaſure, 
be: and if I was to be debarred that enjoyment, I 
= could not poſſibly exiſt; and to live without the 
power of doing good or evil, would be worſe to me 
than a ſtate ofannihilation. You look upon pleaſures 
=. * of all kind with an eye of contempt; and ac- 
| cording to your philoſophical way of reaſoning, 
a life of pleaſure 1s the harbinger of vice; and to 
ſave your money as well as your foul, choole to 
live as if you had neither. For my part, I am 
not of that ungenerous diſpoſition as to. ſuppoſe, 
every body wrong who does not coincide with my. 
ſentiments ; I have too liberal an idea of people in 
general, and therefore can never be guarded againſt 
that vile diſſimulation which makes its appearance 
under the ſacred name of friendſhip. 


1 * , 
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It gives me much pleaſure to find your paſſions 
are regulated to ſuch objects as are calculated to 
improve your- morals, enlighten OO eee 


ing, and inſpire you with affections. Now Sir, 
I confeſs you muſt be born again, before ſuch a 
change can be made; and i always eonfidered you 
as happy enough to be born without paſſions, and 
therefore found it. no difficult matter to act accors 
ding to the dictates of nature. But why do yow 
believe a woman more doubttul, in reſpect to works, 
than man? It plainly appears that you look upon 
us as too ignorant to Giſtinguich good from evil. 

You ſeem to be very ſmart upon the new kind of 
doctrine, which you itile “ liberty and mercy.“ 
Why the very name will draw a itrong party. 
And ſuppoſe you aſk Shamgrace to be my chaplain 
mean the women to come veiled; as to the men, 
I think, to keep up good order and decorum, we 
had better take no male creature into our ſociety 
and then there will be but little fear of keeping one 
ideas confined within the bounds of morality ; and 
make no doubt but we ſhall be as famous for piety 
and good works as any of the proud phariſees; Who, 
in thinking themſelves more holy than others, are 
in reality but emblems of the hypocrite ; for they 
are deſtroyers of pure religion, a peſt to ſociety, 
{trangers to humanity, enemies to benevolence, 
and hate the very name of juſtice, which is all the 
perfection we can arrive at in this world. | 

You mult excuſe me, Sir; for it is the eſſence of 
good manners to do every thing with freedom; 
therefore I ſhall always give you wy ſentiments at 
large, to make what uſe of them you think proper, 


I remain your's ſincerely, 
S. CATLANE 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 


MISS CATLANE TO MRS A 


BEING taken from you, in a manner, by forces 
4 [1 had but little time to return you my moſt 
ſincere thanks for the many favours you have con- 


ſerred upon me; and the great obligations which I 


lie under for your kindneſs ſhall never be forgotten. 
Nothing can make my life ſupportable, but the 
thoughts of returning to B— Hall. 

hat a wretched ſituation is this for me and my 
dear ſiſter! No variety—no amuſements—but one 
continued ſcene of diſcontent; and not a ſoul to 
 converfe- with, nor any thing to make the heavy 


hours glide Tportively along. Where is my horſe ?- 


I would give kingdoms, if I had them; for one to 


carry me back to Hall. Oh, my dear madam |! 


it is impoſſible to deſcribe my feelings on entering 
this village; on looking on the place where my 
fathers were wont to live in the greateſt ſplendor ; 
and what adds to my miſery, I ſeem to be born 
with the fame notions and taſte for high life as they, 
who were {o much better able to-ſupport that dig- 
nity ; for their income at that time was four thou- 


ſand pounds per annum, and now I am confined 
do but as many poor hundreds! Tell me, then, 


dear Mrs. A—, how I am to ſubdue this latent 
propenſity which harbours in my breaſt ; for in- 
deed 1 am unable, myſelf, to conquer this paſſion : 
for what is life, without the real enjoyments of it ? 
I had rather earn my bread by ſervitude, than live 


in a ſtile any ways inferior to the reſt of my family; 
for then my dear mother could not tell me I was. 
fo much like my father; for ſhe tells me I would « 
ive away my gown to thoſe who would aſk me 
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for it, and go without one myſelf; and a thouſand 
other reflections, which I think I do not deſerve. 

I know not what Lady Smith will think of my 
going without taking my leave of her; but you 
can inform her of the impoſſibility of my doing it. 

What a ſtrange effect has liferent ſituations in 
life, over the ſame mind! When with you, I was 
a ſtranger to all thoſe little, peeviſh, envious emo- 
tions, which are but too apt to riſe in the minds of 
girls, at their firſt introduCtion into the world ; 
particularly to thoſe who are placed in a line above 
them. I often think of what you uſed to tell me; 
that there is a kind of inftinct in my diſpoſition, 
not to be accounted for ; and though ambition ſeems 
diſplayed through every vein, yet, I could do vio- 
lence to myſelf, and become the humbleſt creature 
living. But I find, that contradiction, ill-nature, 
and diſcontent, when too much exerciſed over me, 
makes me not only unruly, but almoſt forget' my 
nature and act the ſavage; and I am ſure this kind 
of treatment will never make me grow humble; 
nor will J fall ſo near a level with the brute creation, 
as to be frightened into ſubmiſſion and obedience 
by ſuch diſcipline ; for thoſe who are not encou- 
raged to do right, will much oftener do wrong, 
more out of perverſeneſs than ill nature. May 
that never be the caſe of her, who has the honor 
of being, | 


Your ever obliged humble ſervant, 


S. CATLANE. 
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LETTER XXV. 


MISS CATLANE TO LADY SMITH DAVAL. 


NOTHING but the great confidence I have 
of your Ladyſhip's goodneſs, could have in- 


= duced me to take a liberty, which otherwiſe might 


appear preſumption. But as I was obliged to leave 
B— Hall without taking leave of any of my friends, 
J flatter myſelf you will pardon this freedom, which 
is to inform you the real cauſe of my ſudden depar- 
ture. 

Mrs. Catlane having ſome buſineſs of moment, 
which could not be ſettled without my preſence, 
her attorney adviſed her to ſend for me: but with- 
out giving me any notice of her intentions, ſhe 
came herſelf for me, and would not allow me time 
to take leave of any one; however, ſhe has pro- 
miſed Mr. A— that I ſhall return in a few weeks. 
This promife has made me ſomewhat eafy ; but 
indeed I am very unhappy; for there is ſo great a. 
difference between the diſpoſition of my mother 
and my deceaſed father, that till I went to B— 
Hall, I ſeldom knew what it was to. pafs a day 
without ſome diſpute or other upon the moſt tri- 
vial affair; and this kind of treatment, from one 
who is ever moſt dear to me, does, in a great mea- 
ſure, deprive me of every comfort, by expoſing 
Herſelf and the family to the ſervants; which, to 
me, is dreadful. This was my ſole reaſon for 
coming to. B— Hall; and the great care and at- 
tention which I received from Mrs. A— while 
pader her roof, will ever be remembered by me 


with the moſt heartfelt gratitude. 

have had the pleaſure of ſeeing Mrs. A—'s ſon; 
be eis _ a fine young man; but Mrs. A— did 
=” mot ſeem ſo glad to fee him as Mr. A— was, * 


-” ” 


"TW 
He took much more not! 
his own mother. But when we conſider eve 


thing, we need not wonder at that ſhyneſs of 
Mrs. A— towards him, for 1 find the ſervants are 


acquainted with the whole affair concerning young 
B.-; and Mrs. A—'s maid told me one morning as 
J was dreſſing, that he was a chance child, and 
one that ought not to have been (to ufe her own 
expreſſion). I appeared ſurpriſed; and the girl, 
who, I believe has a very great regard for her 
miſtreſs, was more tender upon the ſubject, than I 
could have expected from one of her claſs. She 
ſaid, that though her miſtreſs had been ſo unfor- 
tunate in having fo cruel a father, yet Providence 
Had rewarded her with two of the beſt of huſbands ; 
and that neither of them ever mentioned her ſon, 
but with the higheſt eſteem. Indeed, Lady S—, I 
think ſhe has been very lucky in her choice. But 
what man could uſe a woman ill, whoſe whole 
ſtudy is to pleaſe him; he muſt indeed be more 
than brute not to return it with kindneſs. Oh, 
that I might for ever dwell in a family that is thus 
really united !—Diſpoſitions blended thus to pleaſe, 
are 8 vicegerents, and act a part which 
angels might take delight in! ; ö 


1 


I am, dear Lady 8—, Y 
Your obedient ſervant, ' 


. CATLANE. 
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YOUNG MILDMAN, TO MISS cATLANE. 


I Can ſcarcely believe it poſſible for a lady, en- 
= dued with fuch a ſhare of vivacity and under- 
ſtanding as you are, to be ſo much chagrined as 
ow ſeem, at a circumſtance, which will rather add 
1appineſs than deprive you of any; for as your ſtay 
at P— Hall will be but ſhort, you will feel the 
full force of enjoyment when you return to that 
dear enchanting village. The ſorrows we have 
Here, are but very trifling when compared to the 
Joys which are to come. This ought to encourage 
that degree of fortitude which I ever thought you 
miſtreſs of. I have often heard you ſay, that hope 
is the aid to all happineſs; and that deſpair was 
but a phantom, an inhabitant only of weak minds. 
— Why then do you compare the diſappointment of 
a few ; hn pleaſure, to the endleſs torments of ano- 
ther world? yet I do not much wonder at it from 
one who is ſo ſuſceptible of thoſe tranſporting 
paſſions ; therefore if + do not ſubdue, and ens ,, 
deavour to bring to ſubjection, that immoderate 
deſire you have after pleaſure, the wiſhing in vain 
will be your puniſhment ; for the mind that is ever 
hankering after thoſe tranſient joys, without the 
hopes of obtaining them ; muſt be miſerable in- 
"deed, | 
It ſeems to be my misfortune, to be too ſevere 
upon the unthinking part of mankind; but it is 
more out of pity, than from any other motive ; 
therefore you. muſt excuſe an error of this kind. 
Vet I cannot fall in with your ſentiments, in reſpect 
to imputing our own *miſguided conduct, to any 
predeſtinated or unavoidable fate, which attends a 
being, which is inducd with ſenſe and reaſon, 
| | I grant. 
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J grant that the ſame objects have very different 
effects upon different ininds; yet, my dear Madam, 
good and evil is the ſame thing to all; and we can» 
not do wrong without knowing it: for inſtance, 
aſk a-man who is a general ſwearer, if he thinks 
it right, and he will tell you, no; but it is a habit, 


and he cannot help it; yet in company, where it 
is looked upon as a mark of ill breeding, he can af- 


fect being aſhamed of it; therefore it muſt be an 
unnatural vice, for no man was ever. able to ex- 
plain any particular gratification in it. 3 

I find you have a very high opinion of my gene- 
roſity. Now I look upon money to be the, ſame 
thing te the body, that religion is to the ſoul—its 
grand ſupport, and there is no being happy here 
without it, which makes me more frugal than 
; otherwiſe I ſhould be, But notwithſtanding this 
narrowneſs of mind, I would rather be the baſeſt 


* villain that ever crawled on earth, than a falſe - 
friend: but I find myſelf hurt at the bare idea of 


being ſuſpected. | 
| have by this time, you are convinced that 1 


them, and yours * for when you have a mind 
to pleaſe, your words are all enchantment; but 


ſuch keen reproach, that pierce the very ſoul; and 
like a venomous dart, if it does but pierce the 
Kin, it leaves it incurable. But I hope he will 
mg experience the latter, who has the honour te 


Your obedient ſervant, _ 
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haye paſſions, and that it is in your power to raiſe 


when to plague, they are daggers, ſharpened wit | 


J. Mz DAN. | 
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LETTER XXVII. 
LADY SMITH DA VAL TO MISS CATLANE. 


V UR ſudden flight had occaſioned much con- 
cern in this neighbourhood, and Sir John R 
called upon me yeſterday, to know the cauſe of 
your leaving us ſo unexpectedly. 

I admire your ſentiments in reſpect to Mrs. A—, 
for nothing betrays ſo much meanneſs of ſpirit, as 
the finding fault with any one perſon, merely out 
of compliment to another. Now to avoid this, 
you have found out thoſe good qualities in Mrs. 
A— which my prejudice againſt her, would, per- 
haps, never let me. However I believe no perſon 
would take more care of a young lady than Mrs. 
A—, and I believe ſhe has made proper atonement 
for her paſt conduct, except that of ingratitude ; 
but that is a compoſition in her nature which can 
never be eraſed; therefore I cannot tell whether 
Providence in his all-wiſe directions, ſent Mrs. A— 
thoſe good hfiſbands to reward her for her paſt 
conduct ;—no, Catlane, good huſbands, like the 
ſun, fall to the ſhare of the juſt and the unjuſt. 
You may think me too ſatirical ; but this does not 
allude to any particular perſon ; for I dare ſay Mrs. 
A will meet with every reſpect from her preſent 
Kuſband, he can poſſibly pay to her. 

I wiſh to fee you ſoon at B— Hall again; for as 
Mrs. C— and yeu ſeem fo diametrically oppoſite 
in temper, it muſt be very unpleaſant to confine 
you. to a place fo diſagreeable; for in my opinion, 
nothing can ſo diſtort the genius, and ſpoil the 
© anorals of the young people more, than the tyran- 

mical diſcipline which ſome parents exerciſe over 


their 
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their children, which lays them open to» every 
kind of &rror incident to their weak frame; and 
what is worſe, the finer their intellects, the 
more capable are they of receiving injuries; 
whereas an inſenſible mind grows callous frora 
nature and cuſtom; and not feeling ſo forcibly 
the abuſes they receive, tamely ſubmits to the 
ſlaviſh yoke, without the ſpirit to reſent them. 

I cannot but reflect with pity on the many 
diſadvantages your unfortunate ſituation may. 
plunge you into; therefore I thould be extremely 
happy to ſnatch * from ſuch an impending. 
danger. If you find it impraCticable to come 
at preſent, I would wiſh you to adhere to this 
one admonition ; that is, not to communicate your 
unhappy diſcord with Mrs. C—, to any of your 
acquaintance, porn Fin who are any ways 
beneath you; for tho' they will ſeem to commi- 
ſerate you in your misfortune to, your face, depend 
upon it they will condemn you in their hearts; 
and thoſe who are happy in their own family, 
have but little feeling for the anarchies in others. 
All open diſpoſitions generally ſuffer great inconvs- 
niences from the confidence. they place in thoſe 
who ſeem to ſympathize with ths in their dif- 
treſs; and their own hearts being then melted into 
ſoftneſs, too eaſily receives the impreſſion of that 


t baneful deluſion, falſe pity, which ſo often appears 
2 : 2 
p in our ſex. But do not think I mean to in{inuate” 
t 2 diſlike for the ladies, by way of preference to- 
the other ſex; indeed it is not my-intention to- 
A8 


inſtill ſuch deſtructive notions into your mind; 
te for the very reaſon which makes one ſex deſpi- 
cable, and the other not to be truſted, is the want 

of a refined underſtanding; for there is a ſpurious 
kind of wit, which ſhews itſelf in various pleaſing 

forms, that has no communication with good ſenſe; 
and three parts out of four of the men who are 
repreſented to us as men of wit and genius, When 
K 2 they 
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they come to be minutely examined, are found #5 | 
be but the bare ſhadow of it. It is no wonder, 
then, that inſtead of getting a ſociable, improving 
5 companion, we fall into the hands of thoſe couns 
terfeits. | 8 
Thus it is that ſo few people are happy in the 
marriage ſtate. The man grows dull uk inſenſi- 
ble, for want of vivacity and good- nature to keep 
up his ſpirits; while the woman grows fantaſtical and 
ridiculous in being ſtored with too much; and this 
very couple, which, before marriage, ſeemed ſo 
pleaſing to each other; now find, alas]! nothing 
ut diſappointment and contradiction, for want 
of a few grains of that intrinſic commodity, good 
. ſenſe, to enliven and improve their converſation; . 
1 for want of which, wedlock drags on in ſuch an 
Xx inſipid ſtate, that we grow weary of it, becauſe we 
Wh. have not wit or ſenſe enough to enjoy it. | 
* My dear Catlane, I have given you-a few hints 
= reſpecting the world in re and hope you will 
be able to make ſuch a choice, as may ever 
xedound to your happineſs; this is the ſincere 
Wiſh of ; | | 
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Your ever reſpectful friend, 


E. SMITH DavaL. 


. * . 
FY — — 
2 ” 


WW LETTER XXVII. 


MRS. A— TO MISS CATLANE. 


T AM f.rry you are ſo unhappy at P— Hall; 

1 yet I wiſh you could be more reconciled to 

Mrs. C—, for 1 am ſure it would be a means of 
making life more agreeable to both; and it is 
2n indiſpenſible duty on your part, and of = 


Ear, RY 
and regard on her's; and I cannot but think ſhe 
is very fond of you: but there are thoſe kind of 
beings, of ſuch ſtrange diſpoſitions, that they can- 
not bear to ſee any body happier than — 
She told me you was one of the beſt tempers in 
the world, and the whole reaſon of her diſagreeing 
with you was the propenſity you had for pleaſure, 
which, ſhe ſaid, was attended with great expence; ; 
and therefore wiſhed, if poſſible, to break you of 
it, I told her ſuch a ſcheme as that was not to 
be accompliſhed. all at once; you might be per- 
ſuaded, I faid, but would not be forced; there- 
fore I told her if ſhe could not manage you, to. 
ſend you to me, 'I could do,it without any trouble... 

You well merit, my dear Carlane, all the .fa- 
vours you are pleaſed to acknowledge from Mr. 
A— and me; and we ſhall ever be happy to render 

ou all the friendſhip in our pewer.—I cannot 

elp ſmiling at that part of your letter, where yon 
beg me to inform you how to get the better of 
thoſe high notions which you ſeem to be ſo won- . 
derfully poſſeſſed of. It is hard to alter the real. 


diſpoſition ; 2 good ſenſe will in a great meaſure 
look upon ambition to be one of the, 


correct it. 
moſt deſtructive principles in nature, and affords 
nothing but diſcontent, even to thoſe who can 
purſue it with all the power of inexhauſtible wealth. 
It is a kind of artificial poverty, ever in want ; and 


tho' always receiving, can never be ſatisfied, But 


believe me it is to be conquered if checked in time; 
for tho” it has been a predominant paſhon in the 
family, from the time of William the Conqueror; 
yet all greatneſs muſt have an end... But. why, 
my dear Catlane, does not prudence and economy 
ſound as grateful to the ear as pride and ambition? 


I think they would be excellent ſubſtitutes, and 


will certainly produce much better effects. 


You muſt not diſtreſs yourſelf with the thoughts 


of what your family has 2 in reſpect to fort 
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but regulate your conduct according to your pre- 


ſent income, which will exceed them as far in 
point of prudence as they did you in that of riches. 

You ſay, what is life without its enjoyments? 
and I fay, what is life without the knowledge how 
to enjoy it? Knowledge, my dear Catlane, is 
confined to two things; firſt, in knowing our- 
ſelves; ſecond, in the being ſatisfied in the fitua- 
tion we are placed in, and humbly ſubmitting our- 
ſelves to the will of Providence, who will enable 
us to bear, with patience, thoſe diſagreeable trials, 


which we can by no means avoid. 


I remain your's affectionately, 


M. A. 


. 


MISS CATLANE TO MRS. A—. 


| ENDING my health and fpirits declining 


very faſt, from the diſſatisfaction I ſaw at P— 
Hall, 1 have prevailed upon Mrs, Catlane to let 
me go and board in Hill Town; where 1 am, at 


preſent, with a widow lady: but as it does not at 
All ſuit me, I ſhall leave it as foon as I hear of 
mother more to my mind. 


I have been here a week to-day ; in which time 

a circumſtance has happened to me, which induces 
me to ſolicit your advice. It is as follows—The 
evening after I came to Hill Town, the lady 1 

board with aſked me to take a walk. In our way 


ve called upon a friend of hers to look at his garden, 
which really is very beautiful; and the man, tho“ 
"nothing more tha, a common mechanic, ſeems to 


diſplay 


( 103 ) 3 
diſplay much taſte in his houſe and gardens; and 
a particular neatneſs in himſelf; and he ſeems to 
be a plain, honeſt man. He is a widower, about 
eight and twenty; has got typ ſmall children, who 
are provided for by his firſt Wife. This man has 
made an offer of marriage to me; and ſhort as our 
acquaintance is, he has been to my mother to aſk 
her conſent, which ſhe really has given him; for 
he profeſſes much 9 and has a great deal of 
religion, which are very ſtrong advocates with her: 
and ſhe has ſuch a high opinion of a man in buſineſs, 
that I am not certain but I ſhall be obliged to haye 
this ſpark, or go back to P— Hall. Believe me, 
dear Madam, I have no partiality to any man liv— 
ing, as a huſband; I could therefore make myſelf: 
happy with any man of good character and morals; 
and provided this man is what he appears to be, 
and what his neighbours ſay that he is, a man of 
property and true probity, I may be as well aff 
with him as to have one of a gayer diſpoſition 5 Z 
eſpecially as I am thought to be too much inclined MF 
that way, and as my ſituation is ſuch that I do not : 
know what fortune I ſhall have; if I did, I-would. 
not marry any man at preſent ; but the life I lead A 
at home is inſupportable; and the expence 1 am at 
here does not by any means ſuit me; therefore, 
my dear Madam, let me have your advice upon 
the matter as ſoon as you can. 
I return you my ſincere thanks for your kind * 
inſtructions; and believe me I mean to turn over 2 
a new leaf with myſelf, and entirely give up all . 
thoughts of frolicking about, and confine my ideas 
to things that may prove more advantageous to me; A 
and depend upon it you ſhall hear of ſuch a change 4 
in my diſpoſition, that, in time, I ſhall be one of 
the graveſt matrons in the world. When I can 
quite forget B— Hall, may make myſelf pretty | 

ealy ; but no time, I doubt, will entirely eraſe it 
from my memory; nor would 1 give up the haps 
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pineſs I enjoyed with you, to be the wife of an 
emperor, without I had a particular penchant. for 
him. And as it is not the faſhion for the. ladies to 
make love to the gentlemen, | may never have an 
offer ſrom the man 1 could like better than the 
monſter who now pays his addreſs to me, You 
will excuſe me; but he is a great big man, and 
more tit for my father than my huſband, if it 
ſhould be ſo. But I have no notion of that at pre- 
ſent, without it meets with your approbation ; for 
believe me | will never marry without that. 
In anxious expeCtation of your immediate anſwer, 
I remain, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Your humble ſervant, 


S. CATLANE.. 


LETTER XXL. 
MISS SUKEY TO M1SS CATLANE. 


FPHERE has been a gentleman at P— Hall, 
1 whom I ſhall call by the name of Mr. Wrong- 
head, to aſk my mother's conſent to make his ad 
dreſſes to vou. She readily gave her canſent ; but 
1 am ſure ou do not think of ſuffering him to keep 
vou company, for he is forty years old at leaſt, al- 
though he tells us he is but eight and twenty; and 
appears to be a rank methodiſt, for he did no- 
thing but talk of churches and 22 and 
* ſeeing a bible in the parlour window, he fat down 
and read almoſt the whole book of Geneſis to m 
poor dear mother, who is ſo deaf that I do'nt thin | 
he heard one word, but ſeemed highly delighted 
to ſee his mouth go. For my part, every tune he 
p | Was 
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room, but he always called out” I ſhall 
( have done, Miſs; do fit down. I am fo fon? 
« of ſcripture I could read it for ever.“ Yes,” 


thinks I, but I ſhould be forry to be obliged to 


27 


„hear you.” Real religion, my dear ſiſter, ought 


not to be treated in that ludicrous manner: 1 


ſhould rather ſuppoſe the man either wantonly took 


up the bible to amuſe himſelf, for want of ſome 


thing elſe to do; or merely to let us know he could 
read ; and believe me he is a man of none of the 
brighteſt judgment. 


Pray, Sally, what think you of this monſtrous 
good man, or rather this good monſter, for he is a 


huge creature, and I am fure you never mean to 
have him. A pretty huſband for you, truly ; a 
man who muſt be all the week meaſuring — by 
the buſhel, and on a Sunday read half the bible o- 
ver to yOu by way of treat : I make no doubt but 
[you will be mighty fond of this kind of life. He 
aſked me if you was fond of going to church? I told 
him, no, to hear what he would ſay. He lifted up his 
eyes as a mark of diſapprobation, and ſaid he never 
milled going to church or meeting three times a 
day,” and ſometimes more ; I ſaid that was as often 
as I went in a year. He ſaid his father always 
from a child made him keep to his church. I find 
he does fo from cuſtom, as a horſe goes into the 
ſable of its own accord; and it is my opinion with: 
as little ee r | 
You fee J have been very particular in letting 
you know the converſation that paſſed ; for my 
mother likes him much, and thinks he will make u 
very good huſband ; and as you are young, ſhe 
likes him the better for being old, and thinks the 
match will be more agreeable. Few people, I be- 

lieve, would be of her way of thinking. | 
| told Mr. W— you was very gay, and wal 


not bear much contradiCtion, and that they might: 
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lead you any where, but I defied any perſon te 
drive you. He ſaid he was very haſty; but that 
his paſſion ſoon cooled, and he never thought any 
more of it. I told him that kind of temper would 
not ſuit'you; for people are ſo much off their 
guard who give way to paſſion, that they may ſay 
a thing in a moment, which may not be forgot by 
thoſe it is ſaid to for ſeven years; and that you 
was of that way of thinking, that you believed 
people often — 1 themſelves either drunk or mad, 
on purpoſe to ſay thoſe things which otherwiſe 
they would be aſhamed of. He made me no an- 
ſwer to this; indeed he does not know what to 
think of me, nor do I know what to think of him; 
for he tells me he ſhall call me ſiſter, when next 
he comes to. P— Hall; but I am ſure that will 
never be, He took me as far as Mrs. Friendly's 
in his chaiſe, when he returned to Hill Town, and 
ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing him. However, 'tis 
impoſſible the poor man ſhould pleaſe all, and-L 
fancy his hardeſt taſk will be to pleaſe you. 

I think 'tis mighty ſtrange young Mildman 
ſhould be in Hill Town and you not know it; par- 
ticularly as you correſpond together. I cannot 
but think he- has a. partiality for you, but ſeems 
afraid to declare his paſſion. I think this would 
be a much more ſuitable match for you, in every 
reſpect: he is 2 young man, you know, of large 
fortune, and a genteel profeſſion, with an undeni- 
able character. He appears to me to have but one 
fault, and that is, his being too cloſe; and yet 1 
can hardly think that can. be deemed one, ſo lon 

as he lives and appears like a gentleman, 3 
have no notion of people's hurting their fortune to 
be thought generous; for you often ſee thoſe kind 

of people come to diſtreſs; and who are treated 
with ſo much contempt, as they, even by the very 
people, who have received benefactions from them. 


This will ever keep me from wiſhing for a fortune 


10% 
to give away, but let me have no more than I 
have prudence to take care of. 

I fear your unhappy ſituation may be the cauſe 
of your encouraging the addreſſes of a man, who 
I think no ways formed to make you happy; yet 

I know not how to adviſe you, for I know it is 
impoſſible for you to live. here, nor indeed can 1 
much longer. 

Whenever you alter your fituation, that it may 
afford you every ſatisfaction, is the ſincere wiſh of 
your affectionate ſiſter, 


SukEY CATLANE. 
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LETTER XXXI. 
MRS. 4— TO MISS CATLANE. 


THE importance of your laſt favour renders 
me at a loſs to anſwer it; and for me to 
give my opinion 1 a man, whom I know 
nothing of, except from a flight deſcription, is too 
great an undertaking. However I will give you a 
tew thoughts upon the matter, as impartially 'as 
I can. ol 
If the perſon you mention is a man of charac- 
ter and property, I cannot ſee any impropriety in 
ſuch a match; for, in the firſt place, he is arrived 
at manhood—and ſecondly, his having. been once 
married, he muſt certainly know the expences of a 
family; and as he is not ſure you will have any 
fortune till the death of Mrs. Catlane, he cannot 
place much dependance upon that ;—he muſt be, 
therefore, worſe than mad, ſeeing you are ſuch a 
ſmart, lively girl, to make you his wife, without a 
good proſpect of maintaining you. The greateſt 
obſtacle that appears to me, is the children, —But I 


know: 
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know no perſon, whoſe diſpoſition is ſo likely to 
make a good, and tender ſtep-mother, as yours 
and no man, I think, could be ſo baſe, nf 6a has 
been ſo fortunate as to get a ſecond mother for 
his children, as to behave otherwiſe than with ten- 
derneſs and affection towards her. 1 

I am afraid, my dear Miſs Catlane, leaſt your 
unhappy ſituation ſhould induce you to take a 
huſband, without making proper enquiry con- 
cerning his character and circumſtances, which 
may otherwiſe involve you in many diffcultics ; 
and your friends. ought to be very particular, in 
guarding againſt an evil of ſuch a nature. 

In the choice of a huſband, there cannot be a 
better recommendation than honeſty and ſobriety ; 
and if he be a man of ſenſe, I am ſure you will 
not make yourſelf miſerable; nor do I think it 
poſſible for you to be unhappy long together, 
ſo much vivacicy and good-nature as you are poſ- 
ſeſled of. Yet, my dear, I ſhould be very ſorry 
indeed to hear of your being united to a man who 
was likely to make you a diſagreeable companion ; 
for there is, I think, ſomething exceeding awful 
and ſolemn in the change; and if we were to con- 
ſider it with all its diſadvantages, I believe few 
people would be ſo ready to enter into ſo uncer- 
tain a ſtate. | 
1 have endeavoured, as above, to give you a 
few hints, as to my opinion on a matter of 
ſuch momentous conſequence; for there is not 
any thing on earth fo deſtructive as anarchy in 
families, May this, then, my dear girl, never 
be a means of your taking too raſh a ſtep, is the 
{incere wiſh of your affeCtionate friend, 


M. A. 


LETTER 
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MISS CATLANE TO LADY SMITH DAVA. 


with your kind letter, I want words to ex- 
preſs. When, oh when, ſhall I again behold a 


friend of ſuch ineftimable value? alas! every hope 
is fled, and I dare not think of ever again behold- + 


ing my valuable friends at B— Hall, for it has 


given me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs at being obliged 


to decline accepting of your kind invitation, which 
would have been an opportunity ſo much to my 
advantage. Indeed Lady S—, there feems to be 
nothing but diſappointment and wretchednefs for 
me in every thing I undertake. 

It gave me much concern, im obſerving that 
part of your letter where you ſay there is little or 
no faith in women; and indeed it ſtruck me more 


forcibly, knowing it came frem you, who is ſo 


able to ſpeak from the knowledge of the ſex, which 


1 have but too dearly purchafed : and I hope“ 


ſhall not be ſo wanting in juſtice to myſelf, as 
ever to forget 2 Ladyſhip's friendly advice. 
But, in my unhappy ſituation, where can I fly 


to for relief, where can I lay open my afflicted . 
heart, but to the tender ſympathizing boſom of a 


female? And, oh! if the heart of a woman will 
not pity, will not commiferate—let her at once 
be ſtruck out from the creation ; let there be no 
traces of their form left upon the earth, but let 
ſome other of a diviner mould, be faſhioned in 
her ſtead, whoſe finer feelings are impreſſed with 
every ſenſe, that yields compaſſion to the afflicted 
mind, till then, let not the poet ſpeak of dignity 
and love; but let grace be in our hearts, no mat- 
ter how we ſtep. | | | 


L 


FHE pleaſure 1 n at being honoured 


7 
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I fear I ſhall not be able to diſtinguiſh the 
ſpurious from the real wit which you mention; 
therefore it is a” thouſand to one — I get ſome 
blockhead or other; but that I may not, is the 
with of your Ladyſhip's obedient ſervant, 


S. CATLANE. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO Miss SUKEY. 


PHE tremendous day is paſt, and I am become 

the wife of Mr. Wronghead ! Had you told 
me a week ago that this would ever have happened, 
I ſhould not have believed it; and I declare I am 
married to a man without ever giving my conſent ; 
nor do I remember that he ever aſked me. 

The night before, a gentleman called with Mr. 
WD, and in the courfe of our converſation, he 
aſked me if I was fond of children; for he had 
heard 1 was likely to have two very ſoon; and in 

the eyes of the world a mother-in-law was not a 
pleaſing taſk. T made him but little anſwer, for T 
bad no idea I was going to be a ſtep-mother fo 
ſoon. He ſeemed a very ſenſible man; and ſaid 
he had no doubt but Mr. Wronghead would make 
me a good huſband. Soon after they went away, 

bdut about ten o'clock Mr. W— came again, and 
told me he had brought a licence with him, and 
begged I would not refuſe him my hand the next 

- morning. At this unexpected ſolicitation, I was 
abſolutely thunderſtruck, but more ſo when he 
told me he had ordered the clergyman to be ready 

- by eight o'clock in the morning to miarry us, that 
we might be ready for the ten o'clock coach, 2 | 
+5 | et 4 


A 4 
} k 
=_- * 


os - P * * 
8 ' % a IP * _ 6 2 1 8 2 
2 1 8 w- and * N - na 4 
1 — 


6 

ſet off for London. this you may judge wat 
little time I had to 1 of 71 8 5 Ju fear 
of again returning to P— Hall, I complied, after 
he had begged and intreated me with all the elo- 

uence he was maſter of, for near two hours, 

he next morning we were married, and ſet off 
directly for London, where we arrived at five 
o'clock in the evening. 

We were received by his friends-very kindly ; 
but various are their opinions concerning me, I 
aſſure N for they are all of them tradeſ- people; 
they ſee ſomething in me that does not pleaſe 
them; neither do they think me a proper wife 
for Mr. Wronghead; in ſhort, I can ſee I ap- 
pear too fine for them by their looks; but they 
are all very civil. | 

I muſt now tell you how I ſpend my time in 
this great city. It is generally the cuſtom for 
ſtrangers to ſee the curioſities of this place; con- 
fequently I am dragged about from one end of 
the town to the other, like a dancing dog. The 
firſt place I went to, was Saint Paul's; from 
thence to ſee the wax work in Fleet ſtreet ; we 


b then went to the Tower, to ſee the lions, an 

It every other place of public amuſement. 

r I find Mr. W— is ſuch a ſaving man, that he 

[ has ſuffered me to ſpoil a ſacque and coat of five 
1 or fix pounds value, ſooner than hire a coach, 
4 which is but a ſhilling. This has put me quite 

= out ofpatzence with my huſband already; fr you may 

7 judge of a perſon's diſpoſition, better in thoſe little 

4 circumſtances, than in things of more conſequence; 

and depend upon it a man can have but a weak 

ct judgment, who, to ſave a ſhilling, looſes a pound. 

a Beſides, it hurts my pride, to think I ſhould: 

1 have fo little reſpect paid me:— however I will 

Y not break my heart about it, but take my kuſband 

At As I find him. "Foals . 
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We purpoſe coming to Hill Town next week; 
when ] ſhall faſhion myſelf as much to the tradeſ- 
man's wife as I can; and as no one there knows 
who, or what I was, they will take me to be ſome 
poor fooliſh country girl, glad to ſnap at a huſ- 
band at any rate. But be that as it may, I am 
ready to meet with ſuch a reception, and {hall 
always be upon my guard, and endeayour to keep 
them in ignorance .of the real cauſe; for if Mr. 
W— makes a good huſband, I may have no rea- 
ſon to repent ; but if not, I ſhall thank the firſt 
Cauſe of my unhappineſs as the foundation of 
the reſt. As to the world, I am determined to 
take it as I find it, and ſhew all the fortitude I 
am miſtreſs of; for I muſt now appear in a very 
humble ſtile, to what I ever expected. This 
am ſenſible of; but as Mrs. A— always told me, 
it was no matter what part of the play we acted, 
if we did it but well, nothing ſhall be want- 
ing on my part, in reſpect to duty and regard to 
Mr. W—'s children; and as to himſelf, he muſt 
riſe or fall in my eſteem, according as he behaves. 
Young Mildman came to town the day before 
us. Mr. W— knows him; he met him in the 
ſtreet, and told him he was married again, and 
that he would call upon him in the evening and 
bring his wife with him, as he had heard me ſay 1 
knew him ; but he would not tell him who I was, 
nor did he tell me who I was to call upon. We 
accordingly went to his chambers in the temple ; 
but whelt we got there, never ſhall I forget the 
looks of Mildman : for ſome time he was ſpeech- 
leſs, and his whole ſoul ſeemed in his eyes. He 


made ſeveral attempts to ſpeak to me, but could 


not. At length he faintly wiſhed me joy; but 
with a voice, which, = e as it was, thundered 
terror to my heart. e ſoon left him, as I found 
my company was diſagreeable to him. Oh, my 
dear filter, never till then had I any idea _— 
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- had any particular eſteem for me. I ſincerely wiſh 
him much more happy; and I hope, in future, he 
will ſpeak his mind more freely, and not loſe ano- 


ther wife for want-of aſking her the queſtion, 


I am, dear Sukey, 
Wen ever affectionate ſiſter, 


S. WRON CREA D. 


— 


LETTER XXXIV. 


MISS SUKEY CATLANE TO MRS. WRONGHEAD, 


M* ſurpriſe when J received the news of your 
marriage is paſt deſcription ; yet when I con- 
fider the diſagreeable ſituation you were in, 1 do. 
not ſo much wonder at it. 

I 'am happy to find, that the gentleman vou 
have given your hand to ſo inconſiderately, is a 
man of an undeniable character. But the grand 
point is your own happineſs; and I make no 
doubt but you are capable of making a very good 
wife, young as you are; and I hope too an ex 
cellent ſtep-mother. You may have a greater 
opportunity of ſhewing your goodneſgeo heart, 
by this ſeeming unfavourable circurMance, in 
becoming a mother-in-law, than you ever might 
have had: and you certainly muſt be a perſog 


of Mr. W—'s choice, which I ſuppoſe is the 2M 


only thing that can promote happineſs and ſin- 
cerity on the ſide of the man; for few women 
would make bad wives, if they had good huſ- 


- bands, at leaſt I am ſure no woman pf ſenſe would. 
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Lou ſeem to think Mr. Wronghead penny wiſe 
and pound fooliſh, which indeed is often the caſe 
with people of contracted ideas; but you muſt 
reaſon him out of theſe filly notions, and if he las 
the leaſt grain of underſtanding, he will endeavour 
to get the better of that diſagreeable part of his 
conduct. Indeed, Sally, you muſt begin to look 
upon yourſelf as a wife now, and not a girl to be 
flattered by every ſmart young fellow you ſee; nor 
give way to a thought of the kind; if you do, you 
will ſoon find diſagreeable conſequences enſue 
from it. 

I know no error you are fo likely to fall into as 
the being- brought up in a ſchool of flattery all 
your life. If you are fo unfortunate as to be united 
to a man, with neither good ſenſe or good nature, 
you will indeed be very miſerable ; the former will 

e the worſt, as you will ſee his faults in ſo clear a 

light, that not one will eſcape your notice; whereas, 
his want of good nature, will be but little noticed, 
from the ſuperfluity of your own. 

Mr. Saveall has been here; he knows Mr. W—, 
and ſays you could not have married better, for 
he is certain you have got as ſteady a man for a 
huſband as you poſſibly could have; but he added, 

he never thought Miſs Sally would have liked fuch 
a grave looking perſon as Mr. Wronghead. However, 
you will not have to blame yourſelf for we! hs. a 
rate; indeed I think a man of that ſort, bleſt with 
the ſmalleſt degree of prudence, would have been 
much mite ſuitable to your diſpoſition, than the 
perſon you have got; tho', notwithſtanding, he 
may make you a good huſband ; and you feem 
determined to make him a good wife. 
It was, 1 confeſs, ſomewhat ſtrange, you ſhould 
h introduced to young Mildman. Poor fellow, I 
. always thought he had a particular regard for you; 
and you ſeem not to have had penetration enough 
do ec it; but J believe fate was more in fault than 
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you, as it is the only thing of the kind you did 
not ſee into. If the young Counſellor can plead 
no better at the bar, than he does with a woman, I 
pity him from my foul. | 

{ have informed Mrs, Friendly of your mar- 
riage ; ſhe ſays it was the beſt thing you could do, 
- as there was but little proſpect ' of your being 
happy if you had not. We think, ere long, to 
ſee you at P— Hall; where I ſhall not forget 
to lay the bible in the parlour window, that your 
ſpouſe may finiſh the book of Geneſis, which he 
began to read to my poor mother the firſt time he 
came to ſee us: It had a very good effect on his 
- ide, for he certainly preached her out of her ſenſes, 
- or ſhe would never have given her conſent for you 
to marry him, a man ſhe knew ſo little of. But 
people are very often deceived, though they think 
they know a perſon ever ſo well; for no politic - + 
man will thew you what he a is, in diſpoſition, 
till it is out of your power to help yourſelf; and I 
dare ſay your gentleman is learned enough to guard 
againſt 3 and may he have ſenſe ſufficient 
to ſce your good qualities, and prudence to correct 
your little foibles, (which will render you a very 
amiable woman, and him a happy man), is the ſin- 
cere wiſh of 87 


Your truly affectionate ſiſter, : 


S. CATLANE. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. A, | 


HOUGH all the world ſhould condemn me 
for tlie raſh ſtep I have taken, yet it will 


give me the higheſt pleaſure and happineſs, to find 


one friend, whoſe goodneſs I have ever relyed on, 
{till to be ſo far prepoſſed in my favour, as to think 
me worthy of her eſteem ; notwithſtanding I have 
blundered into matrimony ſo precipitately, with a 
man I know nothing of. But vou knew, my dear 


Madam, my former fituation ; therefore, I flatter 
myſelf, from your laſt letter, that you are not 


averſe to it; and I am ſure, except Mr. Wrong- 
head treats me very ill, I cannot be more unbappy, 
than I have been. I ſhall put on a grave ſanctified 
face, and a cloſe cap, and model myſelf into a good 


houſewife; and it is with pleaſure I inform you, 


will ſand the hou 


that I am not to be ſpoiled by too much indul- 
gence, for Mr. W— ſeems ſo very wile, that he 
knows how many times a farthing worth of ſand 
{ all over; and alſo how ma 
times as much milk ought to Be ſkimmed before it 
is given to the cat, much better than I do; for 
upon my word he is ſo very knowing in that which 


he has no buſineſs with, that I am at a loſs to 


account for his ridiculous humours. Methinks I 
hear you fay, * ſhe finds fault betimes—what 
„ muſt we expect ſeven years hence?” Why, 


dear Madam, cauſe enough. 


] have been in London three weeks, at a rela- 


tion of Mr. Wronghead's ; they tell me he is but 
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a very indifferent temper; ſo Heaven knows what 
1 ſhall find him, fince his own flock think him 
defective; but I have the vanity to think if he is 
not wanting in common ſenſe, J can manage him; 


indeed 
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indeed nothing ſhall be wanting on my part to 


fulfil the engagements I have made ; and however 
unfit I may appear for the tradeſ-man's wife, I 
hope to have it in my power to convince the 
world it is both wrong and at the ſame time im- 
poſſible to judge at all times from outward ap- 


pearances. 


As I find it is not agreeable to Mr. W— to 
keep much company, I do not mean to do it; nor 
do I wiſh it; for I cannot expect to form a con- 
neCtion in Hill Town like my dear Lady Smith 
Daval. I wonder what ſhe will think of this ſud- 
den change? I fear ſhe will blame me; had ſhe 
not been in London, I ſhould Have had her opi- 
nion concerning this haſty match. 

You muſt excuſe the many imperfeQtions, which 
from the perturbation of ſpirits will naturall 
occur; and comfort me with your advice, for | 
have always made it a rule, ſince I have had the 
pleaſure of being acquainted with you, to ſtrictly 
adhere to every caution you were pleaſed to give 
me; indeed 1 ſhall and ſome difficulty in con- 
ducting myſelf properly in the ſituation I have 
plunged into without your kind aſſiſtance, altho 
I ſeem to have great judgment now tis too late. 

I find Mr. W— is a party-ſpirited man; for 


9 which reaſon he is ſeldom known to be right. 
May it be in the power of her to ſet him right, 


who has the honour to be 
» Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


S. WRONGHEAD, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


LADY SMITH DAVAL TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


J'Vih to call you by no other name than Catlane : 

but Mrs. A— has told me you have changed it, 
Indeed I ſhould not have been more ſhocked if ſhe 
had informed me you was dead. For whatever you 
may think of it, I ſhould prefer a ſudden death to 
a ſudden marriage, becauſe I have, to my forrow, 
experienced the evils of it. | 

{ ſuppoſe you have been filly enough to take a 
leaf out of Mrs. A—'s book, and married a man 
beneath yourſelf ; with this view, that if he made a 
bad huſband, you might force him to make a good. 
fervant. Some ſuch notions as theſe, you muſt 
have in your head, or you conld not, ſurely, have. 

en in ſuch a hurry to facrifice yourfelf in the 
m inner you have; and I can never believe but this 
mighty feat is planned after Mrs. A—s ſcheme; 
for I ſuppofe you aſked her advice; and believe me 
I think myſelf very unfortunate in not being at 
B— Fall; for I certainty ſhould have ſaid ſo much 


upon the ill conſequences that would neceſſary at- 


tend on ſuch a match, as, without you had, in- 
deed, quite. loſt your ſenſes, I will engage you 
would never have ventured. Oh heavens, Catlane ! 
what have you done? You have plunged into ever- 


| laſting ruin, without either help or pity; and to 


ayoid a temporary evil, have drawa yourſelf into- 


eternal miſery. ' This is, indeed, too often the 
_ caſe; and the miſconduct of parents never fails to. 


communicate this error to their children ; for I 
am ſure if you had been aCtuated by your reaſon, 
you could never have made ſuch a raſh miſtake as 
this. I can hardly believe it poſhble that you can 
have married in the ſpace of {ix weeks, the _— 
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Have been in London, and you never thought of 
it then, nor does it ſeem you knew the man before 
that time. Why, Catlane, you abſolutely deſerve 
a ſtrait waiſtcoat ; and as for Mrs. A—, I told her 
ſhe ought to have been tranſported for encouraging 
you to take ſuch an unguarded ſtep. For though 
the has been fo fortunate at her time of life, as to 
get two ſuch excellent huſbands, without taking 
the leaſt thought abott them, it is no reaſon why 
other people ſhould be ſo : and let me tell you, the 
man who might be very capable of making her 
happy, might not have it in his power to make 
you much more than miſerable. Indeed I think it 
very ſtrange; and particularly in you who had it 
in your power, to make your fortune, if you had not 
been in ſuch a violent hurry to throw yourſelf 
away, in ſuch a fit of madneſs ; and I cannot but 
think ſuch another attack might induce you to 
marry ſome other man; for who knows, when 
you come to find yourſelf deceived in the firſt bare 
gain, but your 3 may tempt you to engage 
with a ſecond. I ſhould not be ſurpriſed at it in 
the leaſt; for one error ſeldom goes alone: and 
though 1 know nothing of the perſon you have 
taken for your huſband, yet, I will venture to af- 
firm, he is by no means a proper object ſor a girl 
of your wit and ſpirits. | | 

i aſſure you I am very unhappy at being diſap- 
pointed of a companion, in whom I had placed 
the greateſt part of my happineſs. Had you been 
ſo lucky as to have come ence more to m, I 
think I could have found out a huſband for you, 
who would have made you as happy as you can 
ever expect to be with a man, who has but little 
more to recommend him, than the claim every 
perſon has to a good character, and who. has done 
nothing in public to forfeit it : but poor is ſuch a 
recommendation of a huſband, to a girl of your 
ideas, Lou muſt excuſe this kind of mortifica- 
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tion; but believe me I wiſh you every happi- 
| neſs, the uncertaim ſtate into which you have en- 
tered, can afford; and ſincerely hope the gentle- 
man may make himſelf worthy ſo amiable a girl; 
and I think he may thank his ſtars he has found 
you ſuch, for I will venture to ſay you was never 
deſigned for him. BE | 
Let me hear from you ſoon; and inform me 
what diſpoſition he is of, and I will then deter- 
mine your fate in my next; I may have been too 
raſh in my judgment in this, do not therefore 
. _ defpair, till your ſentence is paſſed ; and believe 
me I ſhall ever be happy to ſubſcribe myſelf -+ 


Your ever affectionate friend, 


E. SMITH DAvAL, 


8 2 , 
——_ 


LET IER AXXVEH: 


COUNSELLOR MILDMAN TO MRS. WRONGHEAD.. 


; A® this letter muſt put a final concluſion to 
all correſpondence between us, I muſt beg to 
inform you, that I once thought you could be 
no ftranger to my intentions of making you my 
wife. I his indeed was my ſole reaſon for leav- 
ing Ipſwich, which I did to avoid Miſs K—, 
whoſe father offered me, as a portion with her, twenty 
thouſand pounds. What could induce you to 
marry in ſo precipitate a manner, I cannot con- 
ceive; yet I am vain enough to ſuppoſe, that had 

I been at Hill Town, this would not have tranſ. 
ired. 

N When I reflect on the happineſs I once enjoyed 
in your correſpondence, but more eſpecially in 
your 


(1 

ur converſation; and now, alas] to find that 
33 to be for ever debarred that happineſs in fu- 
ture; when I think on theſe things oh how it 
does ſhock me; they ſtrike home to my too ſuſ- 
ceptible heart, and I become, as it were, annihi- 
lated. | 

Pardon ine, dear Madam, but T muſt for ever 
condemn and pity your miſguided conduct. I, 
indeed, know but little of the man you have ſo 
much blefled ; yet the very different ſtile of your 
acquaintance, will be enough to make your life 
miſerable, who have heen always uſed to keep the 
firſt and beſt company ; beſides you will be obliged 
to put up with many things as a tradeſman's 
wife, which will by no means ſuit your diſpo- 
fition; nor was you indeed ever defigned for any 
thing of the kind. e | 

I can never attribute your raſh ſtep to any 
thing but Mrs. Catlane's having ſcolded you for 


going to ſome aſſembly ; and to be revenged, you 
went to Hill Town, and got the firſt perſon that 


offered, for a huſband. ſhall ever regret my 
misfortune in not knowing your mind : but if 
you could be guilty of this irrecoverable miſtake, 
who wants for neither wit nor judgment in moſt 
things, I ſhall never be perſuaded to the contrary, 
but that it had been better for your ſex had they 
been born fools; then might the world ceaſe to 
wonder at the many tricks that have. been played 
by them. But cruel as I may appear to you, L 
wiſh you had as great a regard for your own 
happineſs as I have, you would not then have ven- 
tured upon ſuch a foundation of miſery, at leaſt 
ſuch a diſtant proſpect of felicity. 1 with for 
your ſake I may be deceived; may you live 
many years much happier, than from circumſtances 
you or I can have reaſon to expect; and may you 
never look back and reflect upon the ſudden change 
in your life, with that _ reproach, which, in 
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ſome meaſure,” is due to my own folly, in not ac- 
quainting you with my intentions. But fate, 
alas] ordained I ſhonld not be ſo happy. I. 
mean, therefore to give up all thoughts of the 
law, and retire to Maldon-Bridge, and there live 
upon my fortune, and never more trouble myſelf 
with the thoughts of a wife, but rather let me 
ſpend my days in upbraiding the uncertainty of 
the frail ſex; and in pointing out to mankind, the 
various perplexing anxieties under which he la- 
bours, whenever he attempts to encounter with 
{o delighttul, ſo enchanting, and ſo deceitful a 
perſon as a woinan, 
I nwuſt confeſs I could wiſh to continue our 
correſpondence; but Mr. W. is, I find, no ſtran- 
ger to that green eyed monſter, jealouſy ; this 
muſt, indeed, be a great recommendation to a 
woman of your lively diſpoſition ;—but you ma 
teach him a wiſer ſcheme; — tell him a man is 
never ſafe in that caſe longer than he thinks 
himſelf ſo, Excuſe, dear Madam, the wiſh of 
dur continuing a correſpondence ;. and whatever 
you 2 think of this ſeeming ſtrange epiſtle, it: 
comes from one whoſe heart and fortune were 
once at your diſpoſal ; and whoſe only happineſs 
was placed in your affections. And may you ex- 
-perience every bleſſing this life can afford; and 
may your uncommon flow. of ſpirits never be ex- 
hauſted, nor fail of adminiſtering every comfort 
to your afflicted mind, when friends look cool, 
and fortune lends but little aid: then may we 
ſee that courage in a woman's breaſt is not defaced. 
I ſhall: for ever deplore my loſs; but with this 
pleaſing reflection that if 1 am more deſerving 
of you than the man whom you have fo precipi- 
tately taken to your bed, we may yet meet in 
1 world, where with uninterrupted happi- 
neſs 1 may for ever enjoy you. This is the ſin- 
cere with of your faithful friend, 


Jonx MILDMAN. 


1 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
ERS. WRONGHEAD o MISS SUKEY CATLANE. 


THE evening I returned from P— Hall, I was 
very much ſurpriſed at a letter which my 
ſervant gave me, and ſaid that a gentleman had called 
and left it with her, and begged ſhe would give 
it privately to me. I found by the hand it was 
from Mr. Mildman who vpbraids me very much 
for my ill conduct in marrying ; the particulars 
ou ſhall ſee at another opportunity. I cannot 
t think him very much to blame in making an 
open declaration of his paſſion for me at a time 
when he knows me to be another man's wife; 1 
think it is a fr way of ſhewing his eſteem ; 
but he may ſuppoſe I ſhall find myſelf hurt at 
the loſs of his fortune, if I had no great attach- 


cated his ſentiments I ſuppoſe in order to mortify 
me. | - 
The letter which you gave me, was from Lady 
Smith Daval; and let me beg of you to take great 
care of them, for I would not have Mr. W— 
know, on any account, that I have, or ever had, 
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rt any acquaintance with people of fathion, as it might 
1, convey to his 1dea that I am the leſs fit for a wife 
ve of his. Lady S- is very much provoked at the 
d. match tho' ſhe knows nothing of the man, and 
lis condemns me very much for my foolifhneſs. In- 
ng deed her Ladyſhip is too fevere upon me; for I 
di- am not ſo vain of my perſon or abilities as to think 
in J could have any pretenſions without a fortune to 

pi- look for a hutband in a higher ſphere than him I 
in- have got; and | am determined if he uſes me well 
to think him in every reſpect worthy of me, in 

Av. defiance to all the greatneſs in the world. 1 own 


ment for his perſon; he has therefore communi- 
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it is beyond deſcription what I have ſuffered ſince 
J have found Mr. W— is not fond of children; 
for he will not ſuffer me to have the two children 
at home; he ſays I ſhall ſpoil them by indulging 
them in my fooliſh ways, as he is pleaſed to call it; 
but I think there is no great fear of a ſtep-mother 
ſpotting them, or e them too much. 1 
think you will be ſurpriſed when you come to 
Hill Town, to find how fond they are of me 
already; they ſeem to look up to me for protec- 
tion, from the auſtere diſpoſition of their father, 
who really keeps them at too great a diſtance, 
which gives me great apprehenſions, that it will 
ſooner create fear than love, in them. 3s 

I have had but few vifitors fince I have reſided 
at Hill Town; for the inhabitants are formed 
into ſo many parties, and ſo cenſorious, that 
really it is impoſſible to receive any pleaſure in 
the company of ſuch beings, whoſe only amuſe- 
ment is to “ kill characters, and at every ſen- 

. tence dies a name. I cannot forbear telling you of 
the grand conſultation held by theſe kind matrons. 

You muſt know it is the cuſtom of this place 
with the neighbours, to appoint a meeting after 
a wedding, to paſs their judgment upon the match, 

why and wherefore the couple came together ; 

but mine happened to perplex and ' puzzle them 
more than any one that ever came under their in- 

ſpection; however, after turning the matter this 

way and that way; and aſter many pro's and 
con's upon the ſubject, they concluded that I 

was an ideot, or diſordered in my ſenſes. This 
would have paſſed off very well, but for an old 
woman coming in, whoſe judgment I have cauſe 
to remember. Being aſked her opinion upon the 
matter in debate, ſhe ſaid, that, — the gay and 
ſmart appearance I made, I muſt be a kept miſtreſs 
to ſome great man, 

6 Lou 


,X, 1 

You will conceive, by this time, what ſort of a 
place this Hill Town is. But I believe if 1 ftrike 
out i, and put in an e, you will then have ſome 
idea of it. I find I ſhall never be at a 18dſs for 
ſcandal, for the whole town ſeems, as it were, in- 
fected with.it ; and 1 muſt certainly raiſe ſoggg ill 
report of my neighbours, to keep them in counte- | 
nance, for the ill they have ſaid of me ;—for if 
ftrangers ſuffer in this atrocious manner, depend 
upon it the more they know of a perſon, the more 


they will ſay to your diladvantage. 
8 L am, dear Sukey, 
Your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. WRONGHEAD. 


8 ; ; 


LETTER MN. 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO-LADY SMTTEH DAVAL, 


FORGIVE me, my dear Lady. Smith, if I 
have offended you; for believe me it was un- 
intentionally; and I will take care never toOftend 
again in the like circumſtance. Indeed I married 
tor no other view than to guard me againſt misfor- 
tunes; and if I have inadvertently plunged myſely, 
into more miſery by trying to efcape from the 
impending evil which ſeemed to threaten me, I can 
only add, that ifathe chance of fate is not to be 
avoided, I truſt I ſhall never want that fortitude 
of mind, which can only be ſound in a conſcience 
free from guilt. This will ſupport me againſt all 
the ſtorms of adverſe fortune; and 1 muſt think 
that it is good for me to be afflicted, and that it is 
| M 3 undoubt - 
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undoubtedly ordained to anſwer ſome great end 
of a Superior Being, which we weak-ſighted mor- 
tals are not able to comprehend. But a time will 
come, when the moſt hidden myſteries ſhall be 
- revealed ; and then ſhall we ſee that a life of ſor- 
row leads to a life of glory. Whoever, therefore, 
reflects ſeriouſly on this ſubject, will certainly find 
an alleviation of all their melancholy, and a 
comfort in that hope which is given us as a com- 
penſation for all our ſufferings. 

If that old beldame, Fortune's, grand deſign is 
to puniſh me, I will endeavour to overcome her 
keeneſt darts, by the aid of reaſon. It is nothing 
more, Lady 8—, than bearing, with a true forti- 
tude and reſignation, the — 2 and indignities of 
a malicious world: and if I can fo far keep an aſ- 
cendancy over my paſſions as to ſtand unmoved at 
the oppreſſions of the more fortunate, I ſhall think 
myſelf a conqueror greater than Alexander, after he 
had conquered the world. ö 

Methinks I ſee you ſmile at my vanity; and I 
dare ſay you think it a ſtrange epiſtle for a new- 
marriedqwoman, But really you muſt excuſe it; 
for J am abſolutely at a loſs to addreſs your Lady- 
thip . therefore I chooſe a ſentimental ſubject. I 
am ſorry you blame Mrs. A— for her advice to me ; 
it is true | aſked her opinion concerning my mar- 
riage and ſhe thought as I did, that a man in bu- 
ſineſs, and of a good character, was as much as I 
could expect, without I had a fortune in my own 
. power: and believe me I read your affsQionate 

er with the greateſt mortification, for I have 
ever placed the greateſt confidence in your judg- 
ment of people in general. I feel myſelf condemned 
as much without giving you any further account 
of my ſituation, as if the ſentence was already 


paſſed; and as to Mr. Wronghead, his diſpoſition 
will not bear your Ladyſhip to ſcrutinize upon it, 
till I have made a reformation in it. Oh, my 1 
. ut 
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but near you, I ſhould then enjoy every comfort 
I could wiſh in the converſation of her whoſe 
friendſhip is the greateſt happineſs and honour that - 
can be conferred upon, 


Your dutiful and obliged, 


22 
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S. WRONGHEAD, 
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MRS. WRONGHEAD TO COUNSELLOR MILDMAN.. - 


B* chance, your very ſurprifing letter came into 
my hands ; otherwiſe you might have been the 
means of an everlaſting diſcord between Mr, Wrong- 
head and me; particularly as you are ſo well ac- 
quainted with his ſuſpicious diſpoſition. Perhaps 
you did it will that deſign. But be that as it may, f 
your declarations are unfriendly, and likewiſe un- 
pardonable. It appears to me to ariſe more from 
the vanity you have placed in your fortune, than 
any regard towards me; and therefore you take a 

pleaſure in offecing that which is now out of my 
power to receive. But was it in my power to re» 
ceive it, I make no doubt but you would be as 
cautious how you diſpoſed of yourſelf to the beſt 
advantage as you have ever ſeemed to be. For 
my own part, debaſed as I may appear in yeur 
eyes, by my matrimonial conneCtion, I ſhall al- 
ways luppoſe, that the man who has taken me out 
of my late unhappy ſituation is, while he conti- 
nues to uſe me well, more than deſerving of me; 
for gratitude has a higher place in my eſteem than 
love, chercfore | have nat the leaſt fear of being 
wretched, if Mr. W— has the leaſt of that in his 
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compoſition, and ſhall make a claim upon his af- 
ſections, as a reward for my conduct. I affure 
you I deſire no more; and I have the pleaſure to 
inform you that I do not find, at preſent, a tradeſ- 
man's wife ſo deſpicable a being; nor do | think a 
huſband can be the worſe for not being a gentle- 
van; nor are my ideas ſo very much exalted as 
it to. fee true greatneſs of mind even in a beggar. 
This it is ſhall ſupport me, “ when friends look cool, 
„and fortune lends but little aid; and thoſe who 
ſeemed to pity me, now pull off the maſk, and 
ſhew me what they really are ;—then ſhall I find 
that friendſhip is but an empty name, whofe elo- 
quence flows ſpontaneouſly from the tongue, but 
never once was rooted in the heart. 

It appears very ſtrange to me, that people can: 
wHh to inſinuate notions to a perfon, to make them 
unhappy ; but I flatter myfelf I have too much. 
ſenſe to be any ways hurt by this device; but there 
are people in the world who raight have ſuffered all 
the author of this fiction could have withed, Be- 
lieve me, Sir, I can ſee no crime in being married. 
to Mr. W—, without I had been attached to ano 
ther perſon ; for I am ſo unfortunate, that I could: 
never fall in love with any man for the ſake of his- 
fortune; therefore if I have got an honeſt man, it 
ralll wiſh. | 
As to happineſs, according to your notion of 
things, tis ridiculous to look for it in this world; 
but if I can conquer my paſſions ſo far as to bring 
them into ſubjection to my humble fituation, diſin- 
texefted in every reſpect, but in that of doing as I 
would wiſh to be done by, I may without vanity 

ſuppoſe I am arrived at the higheſt happinefs that 
can be on earth. 
Ik you ſhould live to hear, that after twenty 
years confinement to a ſuſpicious huſband, as you 
are pleaſed to call Mr. W—, and a perſon you 
ſuppoſe by no means cut out to make ine happy,— 
5 then 
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then if you find I have fulfilled my duty in the 
matrimonial ties, do you, in juſtice to my me- 
mory, ſay, that real worth is not to be found in 
the rich only : and however poor may be my lot 
in this low orb of things, may the Gods grant me 
the greateſt bleſſing that can be given to man—a 
conſcience free from guilt, a mind enriched with 
every tender feeling worthy of my ſex, and happy 
in adminiſtering comfort to the afflicted mind; and 
if mercy be one of the choiceſt attributes of heaven, 
let me he poſſeſſed of that moſt precious of all gifts, 
that I may be as willing to forgive my enemies, as 
they have been in throwing out ambiguous infinu- 
ations in order to diltrels the mind of her who thus 
informs you that ſhe will never open another letter 
that the can poſſibly ſuppoſe comes from you; and 
be aſſured, that however I may be debaſed in for- 
tune, I ſhall {till retain that greatneſs of ſoul, as 
to look down upon inſults in points of honour, as 
the 2 ind ignity that could have been offered 
to, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


S. WRONGHEAD, 


LETTER. Ak 
MRS. A— TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


II gives Mr. A— and myſelf great pleaſure to 

find you are married to a perſon, who is not al- 
together diſagreeable to Mrs. Catlane's wiſhes : and 
I make no doubt but you will be much happier in 
your own mind, than you could have been had 
you remained ſingle. Therefore, if you can con- 
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fine your views within the circle of a tradeſman's 
wife, you need not be afraid of being uncom- 
fortable. | 

Lady Smith Daval is very much offended at me, 
for encouraging you to marry a man whom, ſhe 
thinks, cannot by any means be qualified to make 
you happy. I told her every body was not lucky 
enough to marry a Lord; nor need they deſire it, 
fince they had their faults as well as other men. 
She replied, no perſon, who had a mean opinion 
of themſelves, ever came to any good. Therefore 
you fee it is no wonder her Ladyſhip has been ſo 
unfortunate. 

You are too fatyrical upon Mr. W—; and you 
muſt excuſe me in giving you a caution againft 
allowing yourſelf too much liberty of this kind; 
but more eſpecially if to his face, or to any of his 
acquaintance ; for if they have not wit enough to 
take it as you mean it, by way of raillery and 2 
nature, they may ſuppoſe you look upon your huſ- 
band as beneath your notice, and conſequentl 
with contempt ; and believe me there are enoug 
in the world ready to put the worſt conſtructions 
upon every thing they hear or ſee. You are in a 
ſtrange place, and among his friends; and depend 
upon it their eyes and ears are open to every thing 
you do or ſay, particularly as your perſon and ap- 
pearance is ſo much above their own. 2 

You hint that Mr. W— is of a very cloſe diſpo- 
fition, If ſo, I would wiſh you to take no notice 
of the ſtile you lived in when ſingle, for fear he 
ſhould ſuppoſe you are not fo happy in a more pri- 
vate life : neither muſt you mention your routs er 
aſſemblies; your riding a hunting with Sir John 
B—, and the like; for a man who is not poſſeſſed 
of very liberal ſentiments, might think you leſs 
capable of rendering yourſelf an agrecable com- 


panion for him, after living ſo much ſuperior. E 


know you to be of that happy temper, that you 
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may be formed into any ſhape, by thoſe who treat you 
well ; therefore if Mr. W— is happy in his own 


diſpoſition he will never find any fault in yours; 


and I hope I ſhall hear you are apvery happy 


couple. 


I never ſaw Lady Smith ſo much hurt at any 
thing as ſhe ſeemed to be when I told her you 
was married. She ſaid ſhe had rather have given 
you a thouſand pounds, if that would have pre- 
vented it, than have had it been; and J dare ſay 
ſhe would; for indeed ſhe is beyond any thing 
when ſhe takes it into her head. 1 wiſh to my 
heart ſhe had been in the country, though I do 
believe you muſt have gone without a huſband, 
if the had, for the force of her arguments, joined 
to the good opinion you have of her, would 
ſoon have over-balanced every thought of matri- 
mony out of your mind. Therefore I cannot but 
think yours was entirely a match of chance, and 
I ſincerely wiſh it may be a happy one, which 
that it may, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your ever affectionate friend, 
M. A 


4 
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LETTER Mk 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO $SUKEY CATLANE, 


] HAD the honour, laſt Friday, of a viſit from 
Mrs. Friendly, and was only forry I had not 

the pleaſure of your company alſo, to make m 

happineſs complete. Mrs. F— ſeemed delighted 


„with my garden and houſe, and _ I have ſhewn 


great taſte in the furniture ; ſhe ſeems pleaſed at 
my choice in a huſband; ſo if I am not happy it 
: | 18 
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is my own fault. Oh how we are caught by ap- 
pearances | no wonder, then, that the young and 
old are ſo often dupes to the filly imaginations of 
a depraved mind in thoſe things which often 
pleaſe the eye, without yielding the leaſt ſatisfac- 
tion to the heart. 85 | | 
I find ſo much defamation and flander. in Hill 
Town, that I take very little or no pleaſure in 
going out; ſo prevalent is this deteſtable vice, 
that you would think the very ſtreets were paved 
with ſcandal, and that envy ſtood centinel at every 
door; therefore I am not likely to be very happy 
in my acquaintance; for if I go out I have not 
much to ſay, and if my neighbours are kind 
enough to bring me a piece of news of their kind, 
I do not ſeem to enjoy it ; ſo that they look upon 
me to be little more than a fool, and pity poor 
Mr. Wronghead for 1 ſuch an inſignifi- 
cant thing, of no other uſe than to be looked at. 
Oh how I have been diſſected ſince I came to this 
place ! I expect you will hear that I am become a 
mere ſkeleton, very ſoon. Some ſay I am too 
fine for a tradeſman's wife, and too young; 
others, that I am too proud; and more fay that 
I am fit only to fit in the parlour, to be waited 

on. 4 
A gentleman called upon me not long ſince, to 
1 inform me, that I had better not viſit all Mr. 
1 Wronghead's relations; for. there was a certain 
1 
| 


family who were ſo cenſorious that they made it a 
principal point in monopolizing all the defamation 
they could, that they might .have the advantage 
of retailing it out to the different parties that 
deal in that line; which I aſſure you are not a few. 
| I am informed too, that there is a ſociety known 
= by the name of the free electors of cuckolds,“ 
= who meet once a month at the fign of the Horns, 
i] in order to elect new members into this laudable 
| . fraternity. I will giye you an account of the na- 
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ture and manner of their choſing, and what ap- 
pearance conſtitutes a man worthy of being a 
member. Firſt, If a man marries a woman ten 
years younger than himſelf, he is put down upon 
the liſt, except he happens to be turned of ninety, - 
in which caſe he is thought too contemptuous to 
be admitted into ſuch a worthy body. Secondly, 
If a man is ſeen to be of a ſuſpicious turn, the wife 
is then ſet down as a common ſtrumpet, and he 
becomes the grand maſter of the ſociety. Thirdly, 
If a married woman is ſeen to ſpeak to a ſingle man 
in the ſtreet, without the huſband is with her, he 
is dubbed a knight of the order at the next meeting. 
And fourthly, If the wife dreſſes gayer than her 
neighbours, it is a never-failing ſign that the poor 
huſband's head aches with the weight of his korns, 
and he is ſet down as fit for the higheſt place in 
the ſociety. Theſe are the heads of the rules that 
conſtitute this worthy club ; and without a perſon 
is above ſcandal, or below it, they may depend I 
on ſuffering all the reproach the tongues of theſe '$ 
miſcreants can poſſibly ſuggeſt. I was told by a 4 
relation of Mr. Wronghead's, that his firſt wife was 
ſo ſhocked at a piece of calumny of this kind, that 
it is thought it was the death of her. 

But my dear Sukey, they ſhall not kill me; for 
I think I could take a pleaſure in ſetting all theſe 
fiends at work together.—There is but little fear ' 
but I ſhall fall under their rukes of condemnation ; 1 
if ſo—let their unmerciful judges remember, that = 
the black catalogue of defamation is ſealed up in 
another world; and that it will be opened at the 
laſt day, to their eternal confuſion, Therefore, 
may they repent in due time is the hearty wiſh of 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
8. WRONGHEAD. G 
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LADY SMITH DAVAL TO MRS. WRONGHEAD, 


] FIND there is but little hope of your ever en- 

. joying much felicity in the married ſtate, with 
ſuch a narrow minded companion as you have got; 
therefore I would adviſe you to keep up your ſpirits, | 
and reſign yourſelf entirely to the will of fate; for 1 Fh 
ſhall always think it was ſome unlucky ſtar, that 
ee your miſery here. I know that you are g 
far from happy; yet, I hope time will make you | 
more reconciled to your ſituation: which nothing, . 
perhaps, could make ſupportable, but the being 

+ ſenſible there was no poſſibility of a change. This 
it is which renders loſt liberty irrecoverable, 
and ought to make us very cautious how we enter 
into ſuch a ſtate. 

J was equally. unfortunate, with yourſelf, in 
marrying a man, whom I knew nothing of, in re- 
ſpect to his private character; but the brilliant 

appearance he made, added to an agreeable perſon, 
ſoon conſigned me to ruin; and though I was hur- 
ried into a match, without the leaſt impreſſion of 
love; yet ſo exquiſite was his manner and carriage 
towards me, that before he left me I began to adore 
him ; aud, cruel as he was, 1 find myſelf too much 
attached to his intereſt, ever to forget the duty I 
owe to his memory. But this is not the caſe with 
the ordinary part of mankind; for inſtead of mak- 
ing themſelves the leaſt agreeable to a woman aſter 

' ſhe becomes his wife, they often fink into a ſa- 
vage kind of moroſeneſs, and treat her more like 
a flave than a wife. Had I been joined to a man 
of this turn, I know not what might have been 
the conſequence, for J am ſure I ſhould not have 
been very fond of him. There is always a proper 
Þ K reſpect 
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reſpect and attention, due from every man to his 
wife; and the only thing that can render him 
agreeable to her wiſhes, is paying her that reſpect 
which every virtuous woman has a right to claim ; 


and J am often ſurpriſed to ſee men, who are ſup- 


poſed not to want for common ſenſe, ſo very 
deficient in this particular. Believe me there can 
be no felicity without a deſire of pleaſing ; and 
tho' I am an enemy to my own | 2a for their 
want of eſteem towards each other, yet, if a man 
happens to be the object of their choice, nothin 
on earth can be more faithful, when treated wit 
kindneſs and reſpect; where this is wanting, a 
man has but little claim to that conſummate good- 
me in her, as to think ſhe can be obedient to his 
will. / 

You think the frowns of the world are to be 
overcome by reaſon ; and that it is poſſible for a 


- perſon to appear unaffected, even under the moſt 


diſtreſſing circumſtances in life. T own it requires 
a greatneſs of mind, that I am unacquainted with : 
for in all my troubles, nothing brought me to ſo 


low an ebb of miſery, as the thoughts of the in- 


ſalts 1 ſhould meet with from thoſe who were 
pleaſed to ſtile themſelves friends, in the days of 
my proſperity ;—this was my reaſon for chuſing 
to linger out a wretched life in obſcurity, in pre- 
ference to throwing myſelf into the hands of thoſe, 
who delight in oppreſſing the afflicted mind. Shew 
me the man or woman, who has a heart ſo highly 
fraught with ſympathy of ſoul, that might be faid 
to be a ftranger to this vice? If you are endowed 
with the intrinſic gift of regulating your paſſions, fo 


as to look down upon the frowns of the world 


with a pleaſing contempt, then will I allow you to 
have more merit than any of your ſex or thoſe of 


the other. But we are all cowards when we 
combat againſt inclination; and if you are placed 
in a ſituation, which affords you but little proſpect 
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of happineſs, even in theſe early days, I would 
recommend you to take no notice of it to any one; 
for the world is ever cruel, and always happy at 
finding out ſomething to condemn our ſex for; 
and tho' there is no accounting for the ſtrange 
circumſtances that attend ſome people thro' life, 
yet we are too ready to aſſign reaſons, which ap- 
pear to the diſadvantage of thoſe we are fo ready 
to condemn. But when I conſider that you was 
ſo much dependant upon Mrs. Catlane, and that 
ſhe approved of the match, I cannot forbear think- 
ing but you «deſerve pity ; for the reſult of your 
misfortune ſeems to ariſe more from other peoples 
miſconduct than your own ; and as you are fixed 
in an unalterable ſituation, I ſincerely wiſh you to 
encourage every apparent good quality you may 
find in the man you are ſo irrecoverably united to. 
And may he grow inſpired by. your example ; and 
may you be happy in ſuch a convert, is the wiſh 
anetprayer of ' + 0 


Your ever affectionate friend, 


E. SMITH DaAvaL, 
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LETTER XLIV. 
MISS SUKEY CATLANE TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


FOUR laſt letter was too ambiguous to- afford 
me much ſatisfaction; but from what I can learn 
from it, your ſituation and connections are likely 
to prove very diſagreeable; and what I moſt fear 
is, your companion is not one of the moſt agree- 


able ones; and if ſo, no wonder you complain 
of the place. 


Mrs. 


( 137 ) 
Mrs. Friendly has been here ſince ſhe came 
home, and tells me Mr. Wronghead appears a 
very agreeable man; yet I cannot think ep are 
happy, though Mrs. F— ſays you ſeem ſo. In- 
deed thoſe who are unacquainted with your real 
diſpoſition would be at a loſs to tell when you 
were ; for I have known you to put on-an as of 
ety, at a time when your heart has been a 
ranger to every happineſs. It ſeems to be a kind 
of blefling beſtowed upon you, which I hope will 
ſupport you through all the difficulties and per- 
plexitjes you have to encounter with in this world; 
ane at the laſt, arrive at that glorious ſituation, 
when all ſorrows ſhall be viel from your eyes, 
and where every affliction ſhall be done away. 
While you have ſuch-a happy turn of mind, 
my dear ſiſter, as to enable you to take off your 
neighbours in ſuch a ludicrous ſtile, I think you 
can never want for either — or amuſement; 
and upon my word I think they will have as much 
cauſe for dreading. your pen, as you have for that 
of their tongues; yet, if the people in Hill Town, 
are as cenſorious as you repreſent them, they in- 
deed merit all the ridicule you can poſſibly hows. 
I mult fay, it gives me great uneafinefs to find 
the good man ſo inclined to believe all the fooliſh: 
tattle which a parcel of old women may preach to- 
him, and with no other view than to laugh at his 
credulity. For men who appear good humoured. 
to every one but their wives, are, in my opinion; 
the moſt dangerous of beings ; for let him treat her 
ever ſo ill, ſhe will always be ſuppoſed to merit it; 
from the world in general, whoſe tongue ever lays 
wait to depreciate, to wound her character, which, 
tho' it be white as ſnow or chaſte as ice—ſtill 
they, with helliſh manœuvres, are always ready 
to propagate ſomething to ſtab her reputation. 
400 It is better, my dear ſiſter, to have a bad epi- 
1% taph, than their ill reports while we live.“ 13 
| N 3 long 
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I long to ſee what kind of a mother-in-law you 
make, for I hear you are a very good one. Surely 
then Mr. W— muſt be deſtitute of every feeling 
and ſentiment of gratitude- and generoſity. He 
cannot treat you with coolneſs and diſreſpect while 
you thus behave to his children with an affection, 
warm as if they were your own. I would therefore 
adviſe you not to cheriſh a thought of the kind ; 
for the bare ſuppoſition that he will not treat you 
well, may be the only reaſon for your thiaking he 
uſes you ill; and you may therefore ſuffer as much 
from imaginary as you could do from real evil. 
Have then, as mean an opinion of your neighbours 
as you pleaſe, but ſhew the higheſt veneration for 
your huſband, | ; 
135 Yours affcctionately, 
2 
S. CATLANE, 
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LETTER XLV. 
uns WRONGHEAD TO MRS A, 


W ER E you to ſee me while I am writing this, 
you would think me really a mother; On 

one fide fits my little boy, and on the other my girl. 
I aſſure you they pay ſo much attention to me, that 
1 thall not have a word ſpoke till I give the word 
of command. Believe me, my dear Mrs, A—, I 
am very fond of the ſweet little creatures; and 
could I but manage the father as well, I might be 
a very happy woman. * 
I will now give you an account how I ſpenq my 
time.— The morning, I generally devote to family 
affairs, and am very particular in having every 


\ '__ thing in the houſe comfortable and in proper order + 
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and as I keep but one ſervant and a boy, youmay 
ſuppoſe I have enough to doin a large houſe, and 
ſix in family. As ſoon as dinner is over, I with» 
draw into. another room to work, while Mr. W— 
takes a nap for about fix hours; and if he is dif- 
turbed before ſupper-time, he is in ſuch ill humour, 
that we all tremble at his very looks; and his voice 
is like a peal of thunder in our ears. He always 
gives ſtrict orders to be awoke in time to dreſs, and 
to be ready for his club; which is a meeting of 


tradeſpeople at the different public houſes every 


night in the week. | 

+ Thus paſſes my time from day to day; which 
may give you ſome idea how agreeably I live. I 
don't know whether you will condemn or praiſe 
me for telling Mr. W— that I thought it very 
bad to indulge himſelf ſo much in fleeping ſo long 
in the day time, and that a man in buſineſs ought 
to be better employed. I aſſure you this occaſioned 
very high words between us; for he is of ſuch 
a contradictious temper that he cannot bear the 
thoughts of being thwarted in whatever he ſays or 
does. He has ſuch a regard and tenderneſs for my 
health, that yeſterday he inſiſted on m giving him 
the keys of the wine cellar, for fear I ſhould get 
cold in going down fora bottle when it was wanted. 
Now I cannot help being ſo ungenerous of ſenti- 
ment towards him, as to ſuppoſe it ariſes more 
from a ſuſpicious and narrow diſpoſition, than from 
any motive of love; therefore I cannot allow him 
any merit for his great care. I find, alſo, that he 


keeps the key of the garden gate in his pocket, and . 
tells me I ſhall not go into it now the fruit is ripe, 
without him, for fear | ſhould hurt myſelf by eat- 


ing too much: and I am fool enough to put up 
with all this, becauſe he ſays it is from the great 
regard he has for me. I know not what the world 
may think of this part of his conduct ; but they 
mutt think he is very well off in having ſuch an 


ignorant 
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ignorant wife, who can bear to be treated ſo much , 


like a child; for I am never to go out without 
-aſking his leave, nor ſtay a moment longer than 
the time affixed by him; and if it fo happens that 
-neither he nor any of the ſervants can come for me, 
I am not to come alone, nor yet to have any one 
. elſe. One thing is very diſagreeable te me; that 

is, whenever I go out, I am obliged to charge m 
memory with every thing that paſſed in the courſe 
of the converſation, and deliver it all to him as ſoon 


as I get home, if he can poſſibly keep awake long 


enough to hear it. ; 

Mr. W is a very great party man at elections; 
and to avoid being on the right ſide, he takes par- 
ticular care to be on the wrong: and he has changed 
ſides ſo often, in order to pleaſe the different par- 
ties with his vote and intereſt, that they now begin 
to look upon him no better than a eommon enemy, 
and treat, his fervices with contempt. My dear 
Madam, it really makes me very unhappy in being 
united to a man of this principle and character. 

He ſpares no expence in indulging himſelf in this 
ridiculous folly, which indeed makes me dread the 
conſequences that muſt enſue from it, for it is 
almoſt incredible what loſſes he has ſuffered. He 
acknowledges he has loſt moſt of his buſineſs on 


that account, beſides being upwards of a thouſand 


pounds out of pocket ; yet for all this he declares 
he will not give it up. You cannot conceive how 
diſagreeably I am ſituated with this party-ſpirited 
man; ſome will not viſit me, becauſe he was 
againſt them at the laſt election; others, becauſe 
he is, what they pleaſe to term, a turn- coat. Thus 
it is with me; and as my life is likely to afford 
ſome entertainment for the curious, I purpoſe 
keeping a little journal of the different occurrences 


that may happen, and by that means I may be 


enabled to treat my friends with news quite out of 
the common ſtile. | 
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As you are the only perſon I wiſh to communi- 
cate my thoughts ſo freely. to, on a ſubjeCt ot ſo 
much importance, I ſhall wait with great impa- 
tience for an anſwer, _ | 


I am yours truly and fincerely, : 


S. WRONGHEAD.. 
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MRS. WRONGHEAD To LADY SMITH DAVAL. 


THE inexpreſſible happineſs and pleaſure I feel, 
in the late favours I have received from your 
- Ladyſhip,, induces me. to ſolicit a continuance of 
that correſpondence, which is to me the greateſt 
ſatisfaction I can ever enjoy; for every day brings 
with it new proſpects of troubles; and the very | 
thing that would make others truly happy, ſerves : 

but to make me more wretched. For Mr. W— is 
of that crazy compoſition, that a little money 2 
makes him mad. He is what I call a follower of 
ſchemes : and though he diſlikes the trouble of 
ſcheming the money out of his own pocket himſelf, 
will ſuffer any other perſon to do it for him: and 
as ſoon as he gets a few hundreds, he directly looks 
out for a man who can inſtru him in the beſt 
method of ſpending it to the worſt advantage ; and 
there is not a day paſſes but I hear of ſome clever 
fellow, juſt come to town, whom Mr. Wronghead 
1s determined to become acquainted with, in hopes 
of hearing, at one time or other, of ſome kind of 
buſineſs that may be carried on without the leaſt 
trouble or attention, and, in a kind of inviſible 


manner, ſpring iato riches and proſperity, Thele ol 
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are his ideas; and without ſomething of this ſort 
ſhould happen, I will engage that no kind of buſineſs 
will ſuit him. n 5 . 
As near as I can, I will give you a deſcription 
of Mr. W—'s diſpoſition, and then you will be 
better able to judge of the man. He 1s by nature 
one of the ſtrangeſt productions of the human ſpe- 
cies ; and it would puzzle a wiſe man to judge by 
his actions whether he is of the rationale or not; for 
he never gives any reaſon for what he does; and 
he is ſometimes ſo elevated at.the bare imagination 
of growing rich, that he will run about the town, 
telling every one he meets he really is ſo. At ano- 
ther time, as the fit takes him, he ſinks into a ſet- 
tled melancholy, inclining to deſpair. In this fit, 
be has ſometimes frightened the whole family to 
death, by telling us he has been often tempted to 
drown himſelf, This obliges us to keep as confined 
as if we were in Newgate; and to ſmile before 
him is as great a crime as can be committed. I 
really am afraid to eat before him; for he lifts up 
his Sexy and eyes, and tells us God knows how 
long we ſhall get victuals to eat. I have ſtrong 
_ reaſons for thinking that this melancholy of his is 
. HRitious ; for the very day after he has denied us 
the common neceſſaries, as being more, he ſaid, 
than he could afford, he will go and buy ſome ex- 
travagant thing which we do not want, or perhaps 
order a poſt chaiſe, and take me out with him into 
the-country for a week or two, to make the people 
believe what an indulgent huſband he is; for he 
= takes care to tell his friends it is all done to pleaſe 
me. Sometimes I reſuſe to go; but I find that 
E - then he takes company with him which are much 
more expenſive ; therefore I am obliged to go; for 
EF thoſe who cannot find happineſs at home will ne- 
= wverfind it abroad :—it may divert a wretched mind, 
but will never cure it; and I cannot forbear fmiling 
= At the ignorance of my neighbours, who envy _ 
68 . 
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3 for dreſſing Ban: and having no family of my own; 
* they think I muſt be the happieſt woman in the 
world; when at the ſame time I have not a ſervant 
= in my houſe who would change ſituations with me, 


was it in their power. 

- However Mr. W— may ſeem, in the eye of the 
world, to have no particular vice; yet ſo great 
are his failings in reſpect to care and tenderneſs 
for his family, that they may be ſaid to be e way 
deſtructive as the worlt of them. Notwithſtand- 
ing all this, I am entirely reſigned to my fate. 

i J wrote to Mrs. A— informing her what an 

A . unanimous couple we are, and I doubt not but 

| ſhe will think it nothing more than a. flight of 

fancy; and therefore have turned the moſt ſerious 
things into ridicule, by way of amuſement 
to her; but believe me, dear Lady Smith, that - 

what I -have wrote here is entirely truth; and I 

am ſure there is nothing more in it than your own 

judgment of the world will make it very eaſy for 
you to ſuggeſt, | 
I conclude, dear Madam, 


Your Ladyſhip's devoted humble ſervant, 


- | i S. WRONGHEAD, 
* Vs 
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LETTER WVII. 


LADY SMITH DAVAL TO MRS. WRONGHEAD, 


you cannot complain, my dear friend, that 

you have not married a man with no yariety 
in him, for your good ſpouſe ſeems to be nothing 
elſe, and I wiſh he may not be, what is vulgarly” 7 
called, crack'd brain'd, or what J call an inge- | 


** 


nious 


nious madman; for I find he has different kind of 


ts in order to anſwer his different purpoſes, and 4 
a a maſk ſo well adapted to his intereſt, that he can — 5 
appear to be poſſeſſed of all thoſe good qualities, =—_— 


that · render mankind agreeable ; when, in reality, 
he is a ſtranger to every virtue that could make 
him defirable. Indeed I do not wonder you have 
got a huſband of this ſort, for the world abounds 
with them ſo much that a woman may think her- 8 
ſelf fortunate in eſcaping from them. And how- 
ever men may pride themſelves, on their 
knowledge, ſchool learning, buſineſs, or any art 
or ſcience, which may ſerve to introduce them to 
the world as clever fellows, or poſſibly make 
them paſs as very great wits, yet, were the 
thoroughly known they might be found little 
more than a ſet of well taught blockheads. For 
a man may have a great deal of genius about him 
who has very little wit, and there are a many 
people who are ſuppoſed to have a E deal of wit 
but who are very deficient in underſtanding, and 
few who can diſtinguiſh one from the other. 
When we hear a man is very clever, we natu- 
rally conclude his underſtanding and judgment 
3 are indiſputable; but as happineſs conſiſts more 
in ſound reaſon, than all the fights of high flown 
mit that ever filled the poets fancy, I ſhall- en- 
deavour to lay down ſome rules whereby we may 
diſcern a man of real underſtanding, from what is 
generally termed wit. For my part, whenever I 
am in company with a man who talks a great deal, 
I directly ſuppoſe he wiſhes to be thought a wit, 
and of courſe conclude he is not a man of judg- 
ment; for the wit will be ſure to ſtart ſome ſubject 
ER. whereby he may ſay ſomething ſmart upon it, 
chat too, perhaps, a borrowed phraſe; whereas 
the man of judgment will always wait a proper op- 


1 1 r a reply, and never wiſh to ſhew his 

-  -A4alcnts, but when they may ſhine with redoubled 
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obliged to attack their beſt friends rather than be 


is over fond of ſhewing his abilities, he directly 


much better fituation than your unfortunate 
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„ 
luſtre; and what is a very great diſadvantage to 
wits, they are often obliged ts play off very much 
out of ſeaſon. I have known ſome who have been 


diſappointed of ſhewing their witty talents. Theſe 
are misfortunes that never can happen to men of 
underftanding who are enriched with ſound judg- 

ment and diſcretion, and guided by pure reaſan.. 
I always make this obſervation, that when a man 


convinces us of his want of them. Good ſenſe is 
not always the portion of the great; and a rich 
fool is contemptible indeed! A man who has had 
every opportunity of improvigg himſelf, both from 
example and practice, there*Ean be no excuſe for 
his want of knowledge ; and there are ſorhe heings - 
in the world who come out of the firſt ſchools 
as great ignorimuſes as they went in; for they 
are too haughty to learn, and too proud to be taught. 
I fear, dear Madam, you have got one of 
theſe. all-wiſe beings ; if ſo, tis in vain to think 
of his doing better in one place than another, 
for without he would change his uncomnion diſ- 
poſition, the change of place will have but little 
effect. It is true, if his connections are bad, 
moving him may alter, the ſcene but, I fear, will 
never mend the man; fer if neither money nor 
perſuaſion will keep him from expoſing himſelf 
and family, there is but little hope of overcoming 
the evil by any other change than the non-exiſtence 
2 good ſenſe, joined 
ut 1 hope your own enſe, joined to an 
amiable difpolition, will enable you to conduct 
yourſelf through life, in a manner — A) 
rs 


have placed you in; and remember the grand * 
duty that is incumbent on us all, to him, who 
beſt knows what afflictions are moſt fitting to 
work out our everlaſting good, and may you 

WW OE. never 
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nexer want for that to ſupport you through all 


Jour troubles, is the ardent wiſh and prayer of 


T'our affectionate friend. 


* 
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LETTER. XINVBL 
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MRS. WRONGHEAD TO LADY SMITH DAVAL. © 


OUR L dyſhip hs, in a few words, explained 
4 to me r. Wronghead's whole compoſi- 
tion; and without knowing his. perfon, exactly 


gueſſed the man; for he muſt certainly have taken 


Jeave of his ſenſes, or he could not go on in the 
ananner he does, for ſince he has had little mo- 


ney he has become fo very affronting to his 


friends, and behaved ſo unbecoming a man in 


Hu ſineſs that the whole town now look upon 


him, not with that complaiſaney as aforetime, but 
with abſolute contempt. He has told me he ſhall 


not ſtay here mmgh longer; and — may very 
leav 


well ſuppoſe I ſhall not be ſorry at leaving a place 
which has always been to me deteſtable. But you 


will ſay, perhaps, that as Mr. W— has been the 


ſole. cauſe of, my uneaſineſs, I ſhall ever be under 
the ſame misfortunes, go where I will. That, 
indeed, will depend upon the connections I form; 
For believe me the inhabitants in general of this 
place are ſo conſummate ignorant and ignorance 


Have for, ſcandal that they would ſooner: believe 
4 tale from a madman, or the calumnious report 
«af a ſet of tatlers, than the plaineſt truths; hers 
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fore Mr. W-— is not Gt to ve in Hill Ten; 
for his tongue is of ſo poiforious à nature, that 
in a place fo ready to take any inſectious mat- 
ter of that kind, he ought to be ſhunned as 
much as the- viper. | 

1 »gaſſure "_ Eady — 1 fallen into: 
L450 eat diſgrace here, and am looked upon 
de * rown (to uſe their own expreſſion 2 
no better than I ſhould be. For you muſt know, a 


certain gentleman has been. ſeen to attend me home 


from the play more than once; and altho* he is 
very intimate with Mr. W— yet my judicious 
hutband has given me orders not to ſuffer ſuck 
liberty to be taken with me any more; and I find 
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he was ridiculous enough to afk ſeveral of his 


acquaintance what they thought of my being at 
the play ſo often and having a young gentleman 
to come home with me; they told him by all 
means to put a ſtop to it; for nobody knew where 
it might end, and ſent him home more like a fury 
then my huſband. As foon as he came in, he 
ſtamped and tore about the houſe like a madman; 
kicked his wig about, calling me all the names 
he could think of; and told me at my peril to. 


fpeak to- Mr. B— no more, for if ever 1 went 


into his houſe again he would chop my legs off. 
Ftold him, very cooly, that I had never felt fo- 

reat a deſire to go to his houſe as at this moment; 
Pr now I had his orders to keep away, I had ſuch 


un inclination to go, that in all probability I ſhould: 


find an opportunity, even at the hazard of my 


legs. We had a long altercation, in which he told me 
F ſhould go out no more with a parcel of giddy gitls, 
and if I would not be contented with two or three old. 
ladies, I might go without company, for he would 
have no Miſs L—'s nor Miſs S—'s at his houſe 
as an excuſe for a parcel of young fellows co come 
after me. I told him I was greatly oblige to him 
tor the very high _ he had of oder r 
2 oy 2 l $44 - + 


** 


- 


* 
Wy 2 


1 * 8 
n 


08 ( 248 )) 2 | 
He went out of the room in a great paſſion; and 
1 fent for a poſt chaiſe and went to my mother's, | 
determined in my mind never to come to Hill 
Town again. I found myſelf fo hurt when I re- 
flected on the ill treatment I had received from 
him, and of his expoſing me as he did, that - 
wrote him a letter demanding a ſeparate mainte- 
nance ; but the next day he came, to my great diſ- 
appointment, with the very perfon whom he had 
been ſo jealous of, informing me he was very 
ſorry for what he had done, but that I _ 
thank Miſs L— for it; for it was ſhe bid hj 
put a ſtop to my going out ſo much, which had 
induced him to behave in ſuch a diſreſpectful manner. 
1 told him, as | found him to be of ſuch an unhappy 
turn of mind, as to ſuſpect that every one that came 
to the houſe was come with an intent either to rob 
him, or run away with me, it would add greatly 5 
to my peace of mind to be parted from a man kc 
who had injured me ſo much; and if I was 
obliged to return with him, I never ſhould forget it. 
At this declaration the poor man fell into tears, 
and made the whole houſe ring with lamentable moans 
geclaring he could not live without me ; therefore 
to ſave his life, I am once more in Hill Town. 


I am, your Ladyſhip's obedient ſervant. 


S. WRONGHEAD. 
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LETTER XLIX. 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MISS s. ATLANV S. 
JT HAVE kept a little journal of the tranſactions 
of Mr. W—, and his partners, for theſe laſt ſix 


„ 


months, and think it will highly entertain you; for © 


he has had no leſs than four in that ſhort hs. | 
| 'he 


| ty 


The firſt of theſe I ſhall call Mr. Bluſter, a n 
- of conſummate arrogance, and as pn on the 
words than | 


coal exchange, for a perſon of m 
wiſdom. he ſecond was a dumb man, who paſ-- 


ſed. for a conjurer, and Mr. W— ſet up in that: "4 
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buſineſs with him; but finding, one day, they had 
raiſed more evil ſpirits, than they could well Ia 
the dumb gentleman was obliged to call forth 
aid of ſpeech, to defend himſelf; for which he was 
thrown into priſon as an impoſtor, and poor Mr... 
W wasobliged to run away for fear of being toſſed: 
in a blanket. The next that Mr. W— was gan—+ 
nected with, was Mr. Smiler, a man of ſome geni- 
us, and a lover of curioſities. This man would ſa- 
erifice his beſt friends, to the intereſt of a few va- 
grants, whom he ſupported for entertaining him, 
with a ſcene of ribaldry : and his greateſt pleaſure 
was, to have a. good name amongſt thoſe who 
could never be of any fervice to him. The 
next and laſt perſon Mr. W— wiſhed to be in bu- 
fineſs with, was a man famous, as tie ſaid, for- 
curing the gout ; but,. poor man, he had the misfor-- 
tune to be hanged before the articles of: partner- 
fhip could be ſigned, which happened very fortu- 
nately for Mr. W— or perhaps he might have 
ſuffered the ſame fate; for you know, my dear 
fiſter, bad connections lead mankind into the 
worſt of errors. Therefore may he give up all 
thoughts of partners without he had a greater 
knowledge of mankind, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your affeRionate ſiſter, 


S. WRONGHEAD, 


o LETTER 
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STERIL, 
LADY SMITH DAVAL TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


UST as I had ſat down to inform you of the 
death of Mr. A—, I read your letter; the con- 
tents of which gave me as much concern, as-the 
deceaſe of my worthy friend, who is but juſt ſtept 
off the ſtage before us, and will, according to his 
rler? life, be received into everlaſting glory, 
as A reward due to his many virtues while in this 
wicked world. Mrs. A— bears her loſs with a 
becoming fortitude and reſignation. He was in- 
terred laſt night, without any pomp or ſhew, 
according to his deſire, and buried near Mr. 
Edwards, Mrs. A—'s firſt huſband. : 

As Mrs. A— has been ſo happy in the married 
Rate I am ſure ſhe will not remain a widow long. 
Her fon is married to a young lady at Wood- 
bridge, a perſon of good fortune. I am ſurprized 
you refuſed his addrefles, merely on account of 
his buſineſs, when at the ſame time you well know 
that Mrs. A—, if ſhe is not unnatural, muſt leave 
him her fortune, and there was no reaſon to ſup- 
ng ſhe would have any more children to provide 
or, therefore young B— will have, at leaſt, eight 
hundred a year. He is a good young man, and 
for you to diſapprove of him becauſe he is a 
mopkeeper, and your not likeing to be the wife 
of a man in a public buſineſs; when, behold, a 
few weeks after, you married a man in a me- 
chanical line] and not only that, but with the 
incumbrance of two children, and a hundred other 

_ diſadvantages; for you to do this in preference to 
the other, is;to me amazing, and I can never be- 
lieve but you mult have * poſſeſſed of ſome 


evil ſpirit. 
i I would. 


( IST ) ü 5 7 
I would adviſe you to be parted from Mr. W 
if you can; for if you are not, the conſequence 
will be, you will grow weary of life; and not finding 


any happineſs or ſatisfaction at home, you will, 


of courſe, be going out, which will be attended 
with a great expence; and he will not fail of 
being jealous, knowing what a life he leads _=_ — 
the conſequence of which will be, he will neg- 
lect his buſineſs in running after you. Thus you 
will looſe all your younger days and your property 
with a man who ought to be confined in bedlam ; 
and be laughed at by thoſe who now tell you it is 

our duty to live with him. For my part, whenever I 
= people argue in this manner, I always beg ot them 
to ſtate the circumſtances, according to the rules 
of common reaſon, and to lay aſide all falfe doc- 
trine, and ridiculous opinions. I do not mean to 
inſinuate that a woman ought to be parted from her 
huſband, on every little frivolous occaſion ;—no; a 
woman ought to remember that when ſhe entered 
into the married ſtate with him, it was for life; 
and it is therefore her duty—a duty which ſhe 
ought ever to hold inviolable—to do 2 thing 
which lay s in her power to render each other happy: 

but when ſhe is thus requited for all her aſſiduities 
to pleaſe, for all her anxious cares and perplexities 
on his account—I do then affirm ſhe ought to be 
parted from him. If Mr. W— had any good qua- 
lities, any good ſenſe in his compoſition, he would 
have ſcorned ſuch meanneſſes, and ſpurned them 
from him as beneath the dignity of a man. 

By what I can learn, you have not one ſincere 
friend in Hill Town; nor indeed is it to be won- 
dered at; for while Mr. W— thus runs about 
the town expoſing . himſelf and family, in the 
manner he does, you need not be ſurpriſed to ſee 


all your acquaintance come to you out of pure 
curioſity; and it is ever the caſe, where a man is 
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ha, the wife but _ has a friend. Therefore, 
as you have no: famil ly, again I fay, I would ad- 
| viſe you to be parted from him, if poſſible: you 
know where to come; and I dare ſay you will not 
break your heart at leaving your falſe friends; they 
are to be found in every place. 

I cannot but think your lord and a will be 
unwilling to part with you while he ſuppoſes 
chere is money depending in the family; beſides, 
F never knew a man in my life, who treated his 
wife ill without a cauſe, that would part with her 
by conſent. But as Mr. W— takes things into his: 
head, which no other man ever did, who knows: 
but he may agree to and ſeal a deed for this. 
purpoſe, which i would prove highly ſatis- 


factory to- 
G mc: Your fincere friend, 
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E. SmiTH DAYAL, 


LETTER II 
MRS. WRONGHEAD To MRS, A— 


FAM truly ic nſible, my dear Madam, what you 
- + muſt feel at ſche loſs of ſo kind, ſo tender a huſ- 
band, who well merited every encomium that can 
poſſibly be paid to his memory. Yet, we ought to 
conſider the amiable qualities, which rendered 
him fo dear to you and his friends, were but 
fitting him for eternal glory, in a world more 
pute, where he will be rewarded with everlaſting 
peace and happineſs; this points out a pleaſing 
ſenſation to the ſoul, not to be deſcribed, eſpecially 
when we look forward with thoſe pleaſing views, 
to ** bleſſed day which is to. unite us all with 
Olle 
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b one fellow ſhip in thoſe bleſſed regions above, Where 
he is waiting to welcome us. 
I cannot help relating here a dream which I had 

a fortnight before I came to B— Hall. I thought 
| | ] was married to a man of ſuch excellent endow- 
| ments of mind, and our converſation ſo ſublime, 
; that he ſeemed more than human. We had not 
been married long before this divine being died, 
| and left me inconſolable for the loſs; I was not 
able to bear my exceſſive grief, and at length be- | 
| came ſo overpowered with it that I grew delirious, - 
1 and was obliged to be confined in a diſmal place, and 
| in which thoſe about me appeared as diſagreeable as 
my ſituation. At length I became more compoſed, 
and was ſuffered to have more liberty. I thought 
I was walking alone; ruminating upon, and paint- 
ing to my imagination the many enchanting -and 
happy hours I had paſſed with my deceafed huſ- 
band, when awaking from my dream, I ſaw him 
ſtanding before me; I eagerly ran to claſp him in 
my arms. But oh! how inexpreſſible was my 
_ diſappointment when I beheld him avoid my em- | 
braces |—but with a voice, ſweet as the morning 
breeze that riſes from the 'bed«ofgviolets, he thus 1 
addreſſed me Forbcar -I am too ſacred to be 
| « touched by mortal hands.— But, oh |! ceaſe thoſe 
| “tears, thoſe chryſtal fluices dry up, and ſtop thy 
6« .exceſhve grief; for, after numerous misfortunes, 
„ hardly to be equalled, we ſhall meet in that 
happy 1 where thou and I ſhall never 
% more part. Adieu! farewel!” The bleſſed 
ſpirit inſtantly vaniſhed, and I preſently awoke. 
As I was then very young, I thought but little 8 
of this idle phantom of the brain; bat ſince I have | 
experienced ſo much unhappineſs both before an 
after I was married, it led me to ſuppoſe that ſuch 5 
a dream might be productive of a very good effect, 
and ferve to fartify the mind againſt too much de- 3 
pendance upon the happineſs of this worlde +, - 2 
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The human mind is more ſuſceptible of theſe 
impreſſions than ſome people are willing to ima- 
gine ; and were we but happy enough to meet with 
LED doch objects as theſe, who would encourage and 
inſtruct vs in theſe principles, inſtead of layin 
down a few myſterious rules to go by, we ſhould 
ſoon fand religion flouriſh, and hypocrites, the 
bane of all religions, - ſtruck. the liſt of 
chriſtian ſociety ; this would be a means of laying 
a good foundation for future ages. And I believe. 
no place wants a reformation of. this kind more- 
than Hill Town; particularly in a certain family, 
whoſe primitive goodneſs leads them about from 
place to place to hear new doctrines, and to con- 
found truth. with unbelief; and fo ignorant are 
thex, to the real principles of religion and piety, 
that they have ſet up falſe notions,, and made 
boaſt of their: devotion, according to the outward. ' 
form and ceremony of the ſyſtem ; but in practice 
they will bes utter ftrangers to it. I know one 
particular gentleman ſo melted at a ſermon preached: 
by the Rew: Dr. F whoſe text was, ( bleſſed: 


1 IJ 2 1 6 are the peace makers, that he cried the whole 


time; yet, ſo callous 'was this tender gentleman's- 
heart the -time be got home, that he called: 
his wife a. lazy —— (I cannot write the word- 
it is fuch a horrid one) for not getting ready in. 
time to go to church, and hear the ſermon that 
had inſpired him with ſuch noble ſentiments. 
This is a kind of helineſs I do not underſtand; 
but it ſeeins the people of this place are fo accuſ- 
tomed to it, that they practice this mock kind of 
religion with a great deal of ſeeming zeal, and at 
the ſame time quarrel with thofe neighbours who. 
do not follow the ſame inconſiſtent rules, how-. 
ever repugnant they may be ta theſe principles; 
dor will they be perſuaded that they are as good 
_ chriſtians as themſelves, except they purſue the 
x: | Lheſe. 


| ( 155 Y * 8 
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Theſe obſervations, = dear Madam, will ſhew 


you that I am yet what Jever was—An advocate 
not for the outward ſhew of religion only, but 
for the practical part of it alſo; and I make no 
doubt but thoſe 8 are they which ſupport 
ou under this _ affliction, and it will, ere 
e 


5 ong, waft us to thoſe happy regions, where our 1 
now immortal friend is gone before us. OY - il 


= 


S. WRONGHEAD, | 


LETTER "Hts 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MISS s. CA'TLANE, 


JAM become quite a rake; and Miſs C- and 1 
went to D— aſſembly, and ſpent a very agree“ 
-able evening. Who ſhould be there but Mr. 
Mildman; he made me a formal bow, and I 
returned it with an i ſmile; he came 
up to me and ſpoke a words, but as it was 
not a proper place for him to upbraid me in, for 
my fooliſhneſs, ſoon left me. iſs C— danced 
5 with Mr. F—, but 1 know not who I danced - 37 
with ; however I am certain he was no Lord, nor "2 
was he, I ſuppoſe, a gentleman, only for that 2 
. as the Hill Town people looked upon 
only a lady for that night; for I dare 1. ſome 
my neighbours who were there thought I had bet- 
ter be at home keeping my huſband's books. 
Since this, 1 have been to a concert, and to 
the public breakfaſt in Hill Town, which has put 
them all in an uproar. I affure you a perſon - 
ought to have a good countenance to ſtand = | 
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teſt of all the il] bred compliments which are 
paid to them on their firſt appearance, I find I 3 


was taken off for going, being a tradeſman's wife ; 
and I have taken them off too, for being at a 
place ſo- much out of their ſphere; till they have 
learnt good manners; indeed, Sukey, they need — 
not envy me for the happineſs I take in public 
places, for you may ſuppoſe I cannot enjoy them 
as I have done; for I cannot expect to be looked 
upon as I uſed to be, nor can I think of meeting 
with the ſame marks of good breeding from the 
new made gentry in this place, as I did with my 
dear Lady Smith Daval, and was I with that 


1 divine woman again, what happineſs would it add 
| 3 M | Your affectionate ſiſter, - 
3 | | | S. WaonchT av. 
| 3 8 N. B. I have incloſed a ſew lines on the death 


of young F—r. 
4 ON "THE DEATH OF DR. F—'$ sow. 


=  Bchold the father, in exceſfive grief, 

=_ _ Weeps ober his child, and humbly begs relief 

=— From th' Almighty's hand, to ſpare his ſon ; | 

Whoſe ſickneſs threaten d with a deſtin'd doom: 

In eloquence of language, thus he ſpoke, f 
Words that would pierce the moſt obdurate rock; 

= Oh, death! with-hold thy hand; take not my boy; 

$ Oh take the root, and not the branch deſtroy ! 

EF _. Forbearto wound him with thy ghaſtly hand, 

Oh hear me death—obey my vile command: 

Withdraw thy dart—with-hold the fatal blow, 

But yield my child, a blefling for my woe : 
I fear thy terrors, and tremendous will, 
Hang O'er his head, and baffle all our kill : Th | 

| | | ; ou 
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Thou ſuinmon'd art, by heav'n, to call my fonj 
If 'tis thy will? thy holy will be done. 46 
Celeſtial powers demand thy vital breath, 
And leave a father to lament thy death. 
Thy wretched father thus deplores in vain ;j— = 
Thou filent art—and filent muſt remain, 
But time ſhall bring us to one endleſs fate, 
Where ſorrow ceaſeth and all griefs abate : 
There ſhall I meet thee, but to- part no more, 
To taſte divine affection and adore 
That great diſpoſer, who decteed thy fate, 
For ever glorious, and for ever great. 
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LADY SMITH DAVAL To MRS. WwRON HEAD. 4 g 
Cosi x. that ever predominant paſſion in 
the female breaſt, led me to aſk Mrs. A— to 
let me look at your laſt letter. 9 
Indeed I ſhould never have thought of it, had 
you not informed me you had ſent her ſome hints 
reſpecting the happineſs ſhe might now enjoy, in a 


ves ſtate. | 
My little friend, I give you all the commenda« 
tions and applauſe, that is due to your uncommon 
genius and ſpiritual endowments ; yet, when you 
was writing to Mrs. A— you did not conſider that 
The was mortal, and likewiſe mortally beſct with 
paſſions, ſuch as do not adhere to your fublime 
notions of things; but before vou can deter her 


from thinking again of a huſband, you ral 55 _ | 


her of all corporeal ſenſes, for I don't bel he 
means to be canonized as a ſaint upon” carth, by 


giving, * 


„ 


2 x 
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giving up the works of the fleſh ; for ſhe embraces 
quite another doCtrine, and ſays, that without it 
the world would ſoon ſink into nothing. She has, 
therefore, ſet her cap at young S—. He is a fine 
young man, about two and twenty; which is juſt 
the right age for a woman of fifty-four, and an 
-- Eſtate of five hundred a year. 1 cannot but ſay ſhe 
is a woman of courage, and I do believe it will be 


* 


As you feem to have very liberal opinions of a ſtate, 
of future happineſs, what think you in reſpeCt to Lord 

Smith Dayal and me? 1 am parted from him, per- 
haps never to ſee him more in this world; yet I en- 
joy him fo much in idea, and fo ſtrong are his en- 
Whement: impreſt upon my mind, that alive or 
dead I wiſh to be only his ; and believe me 1would 
. refuſe every thing on earth for his dear ſake. Such 
reſpect have I paid to his memory, that I have every 
hope to meet him hereafter never more to part; 
and though I have every'enfoyment I can wiſh for 
Src; yet the bare thoughts of my dear Lord S— 
is more to me than all the riches I poſſeſs; and 
freely would I give it all to hear his enchanting 
voice; yet for ſome time paſt my mind has been 
fo far exalted above this world; that I have 
often wiſfked not to ſee him till I could be- 
hold him a more perfect being. And oh, what 
rapture, what ſatisfaction, ſhould I enjoy, to be- 
Hold that generous foul, faultleſs and ſpotleſs 
as an angel pure | | | 
I cannot help obſerving the, difference hetween 
our good man's diſpoftion and Lord Smith's; for 
his Lordſhip lived but in my ſmiles, and for me to 
look ſerious in his © preſence was a crime not to 
be excuſed; in ſhort his greateſt pleaſure was to 


_ _ lee a,ghearful heart; and evet attentive even to 
5 ae e happineſs. Often have I heard him 
fay 


at a melancholy man always put him in 
mind 


a match, * | 


in the pillory than meet one; for he deſpiſed a 


all that is good, at another time condemning you” 


all the foul, and ſpreads the richeſt bleflings Oer 


( wo %% „ 
mind of perdition, and. that he would rather: ſtajg 


coward, and every thing that had the appearance 
of one; for a melancholy perſon always appears 
frightened at themſelves, therefore we are apt to 
put this ungenerous conſtruction upon them. _ 

I can't but admire what an unaccountable being 
Mr. W— is, who at one time is praiſing you fox 


for all that is bad. He does not conſider that 
the man, who, with an air of ſatisfaction, tells his 
wife ſhe is all he wiſhes her, ſays more to the 
purpoſe than he who would fill a volume in her 
praiſes. Love is expreſſed in very few words; and 
thews itſelf more in looks, than in all the eloquence 
of ſpeech. The tender heart conveys the ſympa- 
thetic glance, whole eficacious power enlivens 


the lover's mind. Theſe are the ſentiments I 
would wiſh to convey to a certain gentlemam 
who is all talk, but very little meaning, . and 
known by the name of Mr. W—. 


b TI 3 | „ 
J remain your affectionate friend and ſervant, 


E. Suixn Daval,. 


L..E PP. TEE. 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO LADY SMITH DA VAL. 


WE are all confuſion here, for there is a new 


* raiſed regiment of inoffenſives quartered. in * | 
this town. I ſuppoſe to defend us from ſandal, 7 
P 2 5 
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ſiſter. All I know of him is, that he is a very 
F handſome young man, and of a good family, But 
| what will add more to your furpriſe is, MI. W — 
has left off buſineſs and let his houſe in Hill Town, 
while I was on a viſit in the country, and he is de- 


* termined to get a commiſſion in this regiment if he 


for I ſuppoſe we ſhall travel about from place to 


our heads in, and at others be glad to put up with 

a barn. I leaveevery thing entirely to Mr, W— 
to do juſt as he pleaſes; for the thoughts of leav- 

ing Hill Town, and being near my dear ſiſter, 
makes me the more agreeable to this change. And 
perhaps when Mr. W— comes to ſee more of the 
world his ideas may be more refined, and we may 
be more happy. ; 

| J have this moment received a letter from Mr. 
, who informs me, that he. has given up all 
Moughts of being an officer, for the colonel tells 
Pim that the whole, regiment objects to him. 
Me. hat their reaſons are I know not, but I fanc 
it is becauſe they are already overſtocked with 
blockheads. It cannot be his birth nor his fortune 
they can oßject to; and as to his trade, they take 
- of every kind, from a ſhoe-black to a wine mer- 
chant, for nothing higher, I ſuppoſe, would chooſe 
to join them. 

i will now try, ſince he is diſappointed of this 


ſcheme, and has left off buſineſs, to perſuade him to 


+ purchaſe an annuity, or a place, or in ſhort any 
. thing he cannot make away with. 
= You wiſh, Lady 8—, to have my opinion con- 
=. *cerning the poſhbility of your meeting the object of 
Pour deſires in another world: if you mean it as a full 
completion of your happineſs, it makes it a ve 
duoudbtful point to determine, becauſe it ſeems 38 
TINT | | take 
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and one of the officers has run away with my 


„ 


„ can; fo now I ſhall ſtile my ſelf a pedlar of quality TY 


* place, ſometimes wg ſhall find a houſe to ſhelter © fe 
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both meet in thoſe bleſſed regions, is the prayer of 
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take away that glory which is only due to the 
Great Creator, who is the ſupreme effence of ado- . 
ration and perfection, therefore can have no 2 
in reſpect to love. And reſt aſſured, Lady ? 
that whatever our happineſs may be in the next 
world, there can be nothing wanting to add glory - 
and perfection to all eternity. And may we 


Your affectionate, 


S. WRONGHEAD, * 


LETTER JV. 


* 


MRS. G— TO MRS. WRONGHEAD.:. | 4 , 


XE are ſafe arrived, my dear ſiſter, in Suffolk, 
where the regiment is quartered;* and to 
make my happineſs complete, I only with for your 
company. I really am very ſorry Mr. W— was 
diſappointed in making one in our party, on your  , Þ 
account, for we live very gay I aſſure you, and — 
it would ſuit you better than me, as I never was 
fond of company. „ Y 
Now you are in London, I: make no doubt 
but you will ſoon form a more agreeable acquaint=- 
ance than you had in the country ; but-that will | 
depend entirely upon Mr. W-—'s manner of con- 
ducting himſelf; for if he behaves as he did when 
at Hill Town, depend upon it no one will viſit 
you long; therefore I would not have you let 
your mind on any thing of that kind; for tho! 
appeared to be more agreeable while we-were 
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with you than ever I had ſeen him, it might * 
be, perhaps, only as a compliment to Captain 
— who was quite à ftranger to Him. 
But theſe changes for the better are ſo ſudden, 
that I fear it will not hold long. Captain G 
thinks, as the reſt of the world does till they come 
to know him, that he is a very agreeable, ſenſible, 
man; but what can induce him to break out in the 
manner he does ſometimes, is, to me, a myſtery; 
and that he ſhould be guilty of ſuch conduct, no 
one can believe till they ſee it. Sometimes 1 can- 
not but think it a kind of madneſs, and that he 
cannot help it—if ſo, it is very hard you and the 
| family ſhould ſuffer from his mad tricks, while 
the world thinks him in his proper ſenſes. But 
: while you can put on ſuch a maſk of happineſs, 
every one is ready to believe you both go hand 
in hand, in all the inconſiſtent ſchemes which come 
into his head. The people in Hill Town told me 
* Mr. W— ſaid you perſuaded him to go into 
ide military line; J told them not to believe all he 
» faid, for you was on a viſit in the country and 
knew thing of it, till he ſent you word he had 
retired trom buſineſs and had let the houſe and had 
„got the promiſe of a commiſhon in the army; 
t hey ſeemed ſurpriſed at this, and I ſuppoſe 
would not belicve it becauſe it was the truth. 
I hope the London air will clarify his head, 
and purge his heart from all hypocriſy ; this is 
the {ipcere wiſh of all hour friends, and bis I 
ſyppoſe would not be ſorry to hear it; though 
1 be docs not appear to be much affection reign- 
5 ing in the family; indeed their ideas are too groſs 
3 for that amiable quality. 
q Captain G— begs we may have the pleaſure 
= of ove company while we are by the ſea fide; 
» and as you are fond of bathing you may have 
a good dip: there is much — company here 
6 | enjoying 
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enjoying this ſport, and if you will join them 
it will add greatly to the happineſs I 
| Your affectionate ſiſter, 


SUKEY G—8. 
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LETTER UN. FT 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO LADY SMITH DAVAL. 


UR reſidence is now in London; we hayes 

taken lodgings near a relation of Mr. Ws, 
who promiſes to. ſerve him in every thing in his 
power. He appears a man of character, and-L Ay 
am told he is famous for a great ſhare of un- 
derſtanding ; but as I had rather find a man 
poſſoſſed of a good heart, than a bright head, I 
ſhall ſaſpend my judgment on that ſubje& for 
the preſent. 

I am extrergely happy, my dear Madam, to 
inform you, tbat-from what I can learn of Cap- 
tain G—, he appears to be the only man in 
the world that could have made my ſiſter happy; | 
and believe me, without there is ſome unity in © 
the diſpoſitions of thoſe who enter per mar- 

Pp 


Tied ſtate, the vileſt ſlavery is far Mperior to 
it; for it is abſolutely inſupportable;R&%he als 
ways obliged to do every thing in dire oppo- 
ſition to our own ſentiments and principles: And 
oh, what a ſituation muſt that man's be, who, 
through ignorance or folly, will not. believe the 
truth, becauſe it correſponds not with his 'ownt © 
depraved imagination. Such is the fate of —— bs 
| | | Who 
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who from à perverſe diſpoſition; does every thing 


diametrically oppoſite to-reaſon and common ſenſe; 


May my dear ſiſter find no ſuch a being in her 
good man. | | 

N Since I came to London I have been much 
ghappier than in Hill Town; how long it may 
| continue, I know not; but I ſuppoſe when Mr. 
W— gets to ſcheming again it will be all over 
with us. However I am determined to make 
myſelf as happy as I can. Tis in vain to 
quarrel with fate: we may lighten the load of 


miſery by endeavouring to bear it well. 
1 I remain yours with 'much eſteem, * 


q . 
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LETTER LI. 
ADY SMITH DAVAL TO MRS. WRONGHEAD.. 


WE: I RECEIVED the higheſt ſatisfaction, at your 
I being ſo much more agreeably fituated, than 
when at Hill Town, May your happineſs en- 
creaſe and may thoſe friends, whom you ſeem 
to put ſuch confidence in, be found worthy your 
eſteem. But that you can never know till you 
comego want their aſſiſtance. So it was I found 
out mine: they were all wanting in their profeſ- 


. ons, but the good Samaritan; and had it not 
been for him, I might have ſtarved before any 
of the reſt would have taken any trouble to ha 
found out what was become of me; but as fgon 
as I had my fortune left me, I then was worth 
ky . ſeeking 
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ſeeking for, and was ſoon found out by all Who 
I now treat according to their merit. I often 
tell Sir John R— if ; th friendly viſits are with *' 
any mercenary views, he might ſave himſelf a 
1 great deal of trouble, as I mean at myteath 
- to give all my eſtate my uncle left me to the 
| poor for ever, This, I know, is like a dagger 
1n his breaſt. 4 | 
I was very much pleaſed with your ſenti- 
ments, in anſwer to the happineſs we may poſ- 
ſibly enjoy with our near and deareſt friends, 
in another world; and at the ſame time I have 
0 taken your very inſtructing hint, in reſpect to 
that Omnipotent Reing, who has a right to be 
firſt in adoration; and in all love and honour he 
can have no equal. But I hope I haye not loved 
Lord Smith with ſo much affection, as to alien- 
ate any part of them from that Supreme Being, 4 
whoſe mercies to me have been as great as his 
own incomprehenſibility. I aſſure you I have 
not ſet my heart entirely upon the things of this 
world; for I can, with a great * pleaſure, 
fancy to myſelf, that if I could but hear my once 
beloved maſter call me to join him in the regions 
above, with what tranſports of joy ſhould ? 
to obey him; there with him to ſing everlaſti 
hallelujahs to that all-gracious, merciful, bounti- 
ful Creator, for his great goodneſs .in bringing 
ſuch unworthy beings to glory and ynmortality. 
Theſe delighttul imaginations, my friend, fill my 
heart with raptures not to be expreſſe . 
You may poſlibly be furpriſed at my being 
ſo enraptured with, and retaining ſo gre a re 
= for a mat, who not only appeared falſe, 


but cruel to leave me in the manner the did: burt 
I freely pardon that worſt part of his character; 
for I well know his noble ſoul could not have 
ſeen ſo dear a part of him ſink into fuch an 
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bf miſery; for while I was with him, I had 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe but I was the object of 
his eſteem; and while he had a fortune, it was 
always moſt 2 parhoyonn upon me. With 
wh eedom did he ſuffer me to enjoy life! 
and lived -himſelf but in ſeeing me admired : 
and ſuch confidence had he placed in me, that 
it was out of the power of any one to deceive 
him; and all this unprecedented goodneſs of 
his Lordſhip towards me, induces me, in grati- 
tude, to pay an everlaſting tribute to his me- 
mory. | | „ 
I have ſome thoughts of going over to France; 
and if I ſhould be fo fortunate as to find him, 
you ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing the ſum» 
mit of my happineſs. 3 
1 ö8muſt inform you that Mrs. A— is married 
to a Mr. Stanhope, at which, I ſuppoſe, you 
will not be leſs ſurpriſed than "of 


Your ever affectionate friend, 


E. SmITH DAVAL. 


LETTER LY. 


+ MRS. WRONGHEAD TO LADY SMITH DAVAL. 


Au proſpects of happineſs for me are oyer 
. W— has been diſappointed by feyeral 

of his friends who promiſed to ſerve him; there- 
fore we are going to move from this lodging, 
for he is determined to go into ſome line of 
buſineſs; but what, and where it is to by I 
SP | know 
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know not. T am determined not to obje&. to 


whatever ſcheme he may form; for if I do, his 
friends will be ſure to impute it to a fooliſh pride 


in me. As to his property, that I find : ir- 


retrievabiy condemned; ſo that there is a 
day paſſes, but I hear of ſomething new ſtarted 
which he means to try at; I adviſe him to make 
the beſt of what he has got, and live upon it, 
rather than ſpend it in trade to a much greater 
diſadvantage; for he has always done fo — 1 
knew him; and though he ſeems ſenſible of this, 

et he is ſtill determined to be his own ruin, 
m venturing in the ſame road. I am foolith enough 
to ſuppoſe that he was pre-ordained to be of that con- 
tradictory compoſition, and that it is impofhihle for 
him to do any thing that might turn out to his ad- 
vantage, 

I thould be happy if your Ladyſhip would 
give me a better definition than this; for I am 
at a loſs how to account for a man, who one 
day appears a rational being, and the very next, 
ſeems to be deprived of every ſpark of reaſon 
and rationality. Yet, ſtrange as it may appear, 


J cannet but believe it is natural to him; for 


no one can expreſs more ſorrow than he does, 
when he ſees his ill conduct: but, alas! no 
ſooner is this fit of repentance over, than he again 
errs with redotibled vengeance, bids defiance to 
every admonition, and courts his own deſtruCtion. 

You will ſay, perhaps, this is an artificial kind 


of repentance which rather ſerves but to aggra- 


vate the crime, than alleviate it. Indeed I begin 
to dread his repenting as much as his erring, 
for with him both ſeem to anſwer the ſame is | 

He now wiſhes for his garden at Hil Town; 
when he had it he thought it of no value; it 
ſeems he wanted the pleaſure of wiſhing. for it, 
before he could any ways enjoy it. T compare 
à man of his diſpoſition to the boundleſs ocean, 

| which 
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which is always filling, yet never ſatisfied; and 
bad he the whole — in his poſſeſſion, ſtill 
he would be continually athirſt till he diſcovered 
others; like the inſatiable Wolſey, whoſe thirſt 
afte bition was ſo great that it at length 
ruined” him. Let me fay then to Mr. W—, 
what Wolſey did to Cromwell after his fall, 
J charge thee,” ſaid he, „throw away am- 
« bition; for by that ſin fell the angels; how 
« ſhall man then thro' the image of his maker, 
« hope to win by it?” I cannot but pity man- 
kind when I ſee them of ſuch an unfortunate 
turn of mind; yet a great deal may be ſaid in 
favour of theſe unhappy - objects, though I, who 
am ſo much injured in the cauſe, am by no 
means a proper judge to determine on his ſide; 
but I cannot think it poſſible for a man to be 


© his own enemy wilfully. 


I do not wonder at your attachment to Lord 
8; for I often think there appeared to me to 
be a kind of magnet in his compoſition, which 
ſdon found a way to your Ladyſhip's heart, 
which being ſo powerfully attractive, draws him 
to you to all eternity; and according to your 
wiſhes may it be ſo. | 


I remain yours truly, 


$. WRONGHEAD. 


LETTER 


( 169 ) 
LETTER /. 1 
MRS. STANHOPE TO MRS. WRONGHEAD, . as 


D not be alarmed, my dear friend, at this 
being ſealed with black; without keepin 

you in painful uncertainty, I will come to th 

point at once. Our amiable friend, Lady Smith 
Dayal, is, alas! no more. She was taken on 
Monday laſt with a ſtrong fit, which deprived 
her of -ſenſe and motion; in this {tate ſhe con- 
tinued ſome hours, when fetching a gentle ſigh, 
ſhe expired without a groan. Thus departed 
that pureſt, that beſt of women; and you have, 
indeed, loſt a friend in every ſenſe of the word: 
and I believe no perſon's death was ever more 
regretted. I hear Sir John R— and his Lady 
are inconſolable ; but none bears the loſs ſo com- 
poſed as her mother, who ſays ſhe is ſure ſhe 
is in heaven if there is ſuch a place, and tells 
Lady R— not to grieve, for we muſt all fol- 
low ſooner or later. This is her way of ſooth- 
ing; and though it may appear rather unnatural, I 
dare ſay ſhe is not the leſs ſorry, notwithſtand="" 
ing this ſtrange way of expreſſing herſelf. +. | 
1 find Lady S— left a will, which was made 
ſoon after ſhe came to her uncle's eſtate; and 
has given the whole of it to a Doctor H—, 
but on theſe conditions, that if Lord Smith 
Daval ſhould ever return to England, the Doc- 
tor is then to allow Lord S— five hundred a 
year for life; and her old ſervant Ann to have 
fifty pounds a year allowed her for her life. 
But who this Doctor H— is, I cannot con- 
ceive; but I am certain ſhe intended to alter 


her 


. ( 
her will in favour of her mother; for in her 
pocket book was found a memorandum of in- 


ſtructions to her attorney to that effect; how- 


ever as ſhe has not diſpoſed of her furniture, 
nor the houſe ſhe lived in, that will fall to the 


»Thare of Sir John R— who will let Mrs. Wing 


enjoy it for her life, which will be as good as a 
hundred a year. 

I aſked Mrs. W— the laſt time I faw her, 
hy ſhe did not favour Lady Smith Daval in 
her requeſt, and why ſhe did not live, with her; 
ſhe replied, „not for the world, for that devil 
„of a Lord will be back again if he hears of 
„ my daughter's good fortune: and T cannet 
£4 bear to ſee the wretch, who could leave her 
in the manner he did. And when I only go 
% to pay her a viſit, I am always in fear of 
% his coming whenever I hear the bell ring; 
% and yet ſhe is ſuch a fool,” continued 
c that ſhe loves him, and I know is not happy 
„% without him.” Indeed I believe ſhe was right, 
for Lady Smith always expreſſed an uncommon 
attachment to her huſband; and not without 
reaſon, for he really was the moſt accompliſhed 
man I ever ſaw, and paid the greateſt attention 
to his wife without making himſelf appear ri- 
diculous; in ſhort he was ſo engaging, that I 
heard Lady Bridget L— ſay there was not his 
equal in the world in the art of pleaſing. 

1 have only given you a ſhort account in 
this of the particulars, but ſhall be able to give 
vou a better in my next. The general confu- 
ſion which reigns at Dennington Place is beyond 


dieſcription; Mr. S— came thro' the village 


this morning, and he tells me he really believes 
that had Lady Smith lived much longer, ſhe 
would certainly have had divine wort paid 

| to 
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to Her; for the people ſeem to think it im- 
poſſible to ſay enough in her praiſe, and that 
there is nothing but lamentations and mourn- 
ings for her. | 

well know you will be ſenſibly. affected 
at this melancholy news, paaticularly on ac 
count of the attachment between you and her 
Ladyſhip; and never did ſhe mention your 
name but with the higheſt eſteem and reſpect; 
and 1 have often heard her ſay, if half her 
fortune could buy you out of the chains of 
wedlock, ſhe would give it with pleaſure ; but, 
alas] dear as ſhe was to us all, we are obliged' 
to reſign her. to him, who only can, and will 
reward her according to her worth, 5 


Ian ſtill your faithful, 


M. STANHOPE. 
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LETTER EX. 
MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. STANHOPE. - 


AM not inſenſible of the loſs I have ſuſtained 
by the death of that incomparable woman 
Lady Smith Daval; nor can time ever eraſe. 
from my memory. the friendſhip which ſub- 
ſiſted between us. Bleſſed woman! I think 
I ſee her—ſpeak to her—hear her; then pauſe 
a little, and my. beyildered fancy whiſpers ſhe 
is no more: I ſhudder at the thought. My 
ſpirits fink within me, and my very frame be- 
| 22 | comes- 
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comes inanimate. When I attempt to pour 
out my ſoul in praiſe to her bleſſed memory, 
J am at a loſs for words to expreſs the gra- 
titude I owe to ſo generous, ſo good a crea- 
ture, Alas! what ſhall I ſay? how ſhall I re- 
count the matchleſs virtues of her heart? O 
thou in thyſelf moſt bleſſed while on earth 
thou paragon of excellence | whoſe greatneſs of 
foul ſhone far beyond what my contracted views 
can poſſibly comprehend ! thou, O bright ſpirit 
of perfection, wert the eſſence of gratitude— 
the mother of affeftion—the grand parent of 
friendſhip !—In thee were centered every moral 
excellence; and in thy bleſſed ſmiles the af- 
ficted ceaſed to mourn ; thou wert as a mo- 
ther to the motherleſs; and heardeſt and re- 
lieved the orphans cries. Oh! if thou canſt ſee 
m2 from thy bleſt abode, look down upon 
me; thou knoweſt that there is no bleſſing 
J wiſh for more, than to be poſſeſſed of that 
fottitude thou inſtilledſt into my mind, while 
my heart was capable of the moſt tender im- 
preſſions. Oh! now I feel thy ſacred words as if 
rivetted to my very ſoul; and the more I think on 
thee the more I deplore thy loſs. Oh, why 
did I ever know thee? why did I ever know 
what diſintereſted friendſhip was? and oh! why 
was I blefled with a taſte of that heavenly 
gift, which I can never find in any breaſt, 
now thou art gone. Alas! naw I muſt look 
on friendſhip as a buſy, - meddling phantom; 
which hovers round me in numberleſs ſhapes ; 
but, „like a tranſitory meteor, ſoon diflolves 
% in air.” What then muſt 1 expect to find 
NZ it, if, when thou wert an inhabitant on this 
vile earth, thou foundeſt it thus. | 
Pardon me, dear Mrs. S—, for this devia- 

tion; for few people knew her real value ſo 
juſtly 


Pa ( m3 ) „ 
ſuſtly as myſelf, and few have ſo much cauſe 
to lament her death. In juſtice to her memory, 
I muſt inform you who this Doctor H— is, 

e 


and how much was entitled to her eſteem. 
He was formerly phyſician to Lord Smith Da- 
val; and when Lady S— was in her late diſ-— 
treſſed ſituation without a foul to aſſiſt her, 
deſtitute of every comfort, and even the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life, he was her only friend. 
Her diſtreſs and anxiety brought on a very 
bad fever; at that time that good ſervant, Ann, 
whom her Ladyſhip has fo liberally rewarded 
in her will, calling to ſee her, found her in. 
that deplorable ſituation; ſhe inſtantly went, 
undeſired and unknown to her miſtreſs, and 
called in Doctor H— to her aſſiſtance. He 
came—but not as a man of the world—but as 
a man of feeling, who logked down with an 
eye of benignity and compaſhon upon ſo much 
goodneſs in diſtreſs. He therefore took care 
that Lady S— ſhould not want for any thing 
becoming the dignity of ſo excellent a woman. 
This good man, with a ſoul great as her own, 
ſupported her, when every other friend forſook. . 
her. This is that Doctor H—, and no one has 
a juſter claim to her fortune, and ſhe. Has re- 
warded him with it, for ſhe was a lover of juſ- 
tice: and her memory will ever be dear..to. 


Your ſincere friend, 


S. WRONGHEAD. . 


LETTER: 


Ee SES 
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ES TTER. CA. 
© MRS. WRONGHEAD ro MRS. G—. 


H OW ſhall J find words, my dear ſiſter, to ex- 
preſs to you my grief at a letter I received 
from Mrs. S—, the contents of which was, the 
death of that divine woman, Lady Smith Daval. 
In her, I have loſt a friend indeed. She was the 
only woman who appeared to me to have a heart. — 
I mean a heart ſo richly formed for doing good. 
O how different was ſhe to the generality of our 
. Tex! who are pleaſed without a meaning, and diſ- 
pleaſed without a reaſon. So fickle and fo various, 
that we ſerve but to make up that inſignificant. 
part of the ſpecies, which may be called a won- 
derful production of fiction, falſe wit, and deceit ; 
and are ſtrangers to thoſe noble ſentiments of be- 
nęvolence — juſtice. be £4 
Is cannot forbear relating a circumſtance which 
happened while I was on a viſit at Lady Smith's; 
which will lead you to conclude ſhe was a woman 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a greatnefs of ſoul, as ordinar 
minds cannot comprehend. It was her uſual — 
tom, and had alſo been of her father, to invite a 
number of poor people to dine every Sunday; and 
always made a point of going to ſpeak to them be- 
fore ſhe went to church. Remarking one M 
that one of the women was "yy dirty, ſhe too 
occaſion to hint it to her neighbours, who ſoon 
informed her what Lady S— ſaid. The woman, 
very ignorant, thought herſelf highly offended, 
and curſed her Ladyſhip's pride, and all the boun- 
ties ſhe had received from her, and v__ — 
0 


„ | 
ſhould find fault with her no more; nor could ſhe 
be perſuaded to go. Some time after this had hap- 
pened, Lady S— enquired the 'cauſe of this wo- 
man's abfence, and was told by the footman what 
had paſſed, adding, ſhe was an ungrateful woman, 
for tho' ſhe was almoſt ſtarving, ſhe refuſed to 
come for a dinner, or any other ſupport from her 
Ladyſhip, and therefore deſerved to know the want 
of ſuch a friend. As to that, replied that all-gra- 
cious woman, give me leave to judge in ſuch a 
caſe, if you pleaſe : the poor woman had as much 
right to ſpeak her mind, when ſhe thought ſne 
was flighted, as I had to give her a dinner, or 
any other thing I thought proper; therefore I 
ſhall ' not withdraw my favours, nor be dictated 
to in any thing ſo foreign to my inclinatian. 
Oh, Catlane ! ſaid ſhe to me, what ſweet, what 
delightful pleaſure there is in giving! An act 
of beneficence is doubly bleſſed It bleſſeth thoſe 
who give and thoſe who receive. I am really 
hurt, continued ſhe, to think the poor woman 
ſhould ſuppoſe me to be guilty of an inſult re- 
ſpe@ing her poverty. 

My dear ſiſter, ſhe was every thing a woman 
might with to be, and what few can ever attain, 
Indeed J can never forget her unſpotted name, 
Such a friend may be likened to a comet, which 
makes its appearance but once in an hundred 
years, and ſtrikes the world with wonder. 

I have had ſome thoughts of communicating : 
theſe letters to the world, that her example might 
be a noble pattern for our ſex; and I could wiſh 
it might deter young ladies from entering too 
precipitately into the married ſtate; for however 
ridiculous theſe admonitions may appear to thoſe 
who are either too wife to be taught or think 
themſelves too judicious to do wrong, I will 

engage 
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engage there is not one happy couple in a thou- 
fand, who are not well acquainted with each 
others diſpoſitions before they are united together 
in that unchangeable ſtate of matrimony. It is, 
therefore, a duty incumbent upon every parent, 
to be more particular in ſuiting the diſpoſitions 
than the fortunes of their children, for upon- 
thoſe principles their whole happineſs or miſery 
depends; and however happy a woman may ap- 
pear with a man foreign in every reſpect to her 
own inclinations and ſentiments, depend upon it 
ſhe wears but a mark to hide the real feelings 
of her afflicted hearr.. | 
| | S. WRONGHEAD. 


— — — — — 
LET FER LI. 


MRS. G—. TO MRS. WRONGHEAD.. - 


CERNMFAINLY you have paid every reſpect to 
Lady Smith Daval's memory that can poſſibly 
be- expreſſed in words; and it appears there was. 
a ſympathy of foul or there could not have 
deen ſuch unity in affections, as ſuch is vo! 
rarely to be found. Tis no wonder. you are ſo 
much affected at tne loſs of ſo dear a friend. 
' We expect a rout to come every day. In 
our march I mean to call upon Mrs. S—, and 


_ fee her young huſband. She really is a mono- 


polizer of huſbands; and ſo exceſſively fond of 
them, that we might ſuppoſe ſhe killed them 

with kindneſs. 1 believe ſhe will take care not 
Fe | to 
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to kill herſelf with grief for the beſt, while ſhe 
can help herſelf to another. | 6 

I am ſorry to inform you Mrs. Friendly is 
married to Mr. B—, who treats her very ill; 
for which reaſon ſhe has declined correſponding 
even with her beſt friends. I called upon her 
not long ſince, and found her with every mark 
of diſcontent ſeated upon her mind that could 
poſſibly appear in the human frame. She made 
every apology in her power for not writing to 
ou : but 
is a ſufficient excuſe, Oh, Sally | how much I 
pity that dear woman! She who was once 
pofſeſt of every thing that could render life de- 
ſireable, and of the full power to enjoy it, is 
now called to an account for every thing ſhe 
does, by a man who is little above the brute 
creation, and 1 believe in ſome reſpects much 
below them. Oh heavens ! how it hurts me to 
ſee that generous woman involved in irrevoca- 
ble ern entering a ſecond time into that 
ſtate which diveſts us of our liberty, never to 
be regained. With what pleaſure did Mrs. 
B— ſpeak of the happy hours ſhe had paſſed 
with us at Cambles End, and ſeem moſt hear- 
tily to repent leaving that place for a huſband. 
But vain is that repentance which comes too 
late. 8 

I find you are very fatyrical upon the ladies; 
and they mean to return you their public thanks 
for pronouncing them to have no hearts. . If 
you had ſaid we have no ſouls, moſt of us 
might have thought it a very happy circum- 
ſtance : for ſinking into nothing is a pleaſure 
compared with being looked on as nothing ; and 
J am ſure you have made us out to be worſe 
than nothing; and thoſe who do not know 


your 


7 


muſt think her unhappy ſituation 
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your goodneſs of heart, might ſuppoſe you a 
bitter enemy to your own ſex; but I think 
| your intention may be to inſtruct us to look 
more into our hearts and leſs, in the mirror; 
then might we find with what juſtice we de- 
ſerve to be cenſured. I could wiſh to be in- 
formed whether vou mean- to rank us with the 
human ſpecies, or whether you think us more 
of the ferpentine gender, ind therefore mean 'to 
rank us with thoſ: venomous creatures, If ſo, 


remember I am 
Your affectionate ſiſter, 
8. G. 


LETT SK . 
MRS, nnen L E MRS. G——, | 


BEING obliged to go into Suffolk upon par- 
ticular buſineſs, I called upon Mrs. S—. 
Indeed ſhe is a happy woman : young S— makes 
an excellent huſband, and ſhe looks no older 
than ſhe did ten years ago. She wiſhed me to 
ſtay the ſummer with her, but that was not ins 
my power; and believe me I thought ſo much 
of that divine woman, Lady Smith Daval, alt 
the time 1 was in B—ham, that it deprived 
me of all the happineſs I expected to JON 
from my viſits, for that amiable woman OO 
| re 
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freſh in every perſon's memory; and I find Dr. 
H— continues the ſame charities as her Lady- 
ſhip, out of reſpect to her unbounded generofity 
to him; and this is a convincing proof that he 
Bad all that nobleneſs of ſoul for which Lady 
S— ſo much admired him. Toy 

| pity my worthy friend Mrs. B—, from my 
heart: and fince troubles in the married ftate 
ſeem to be ordained for her, I wiſh to hear 
the may never want for the fame fortitude which 
has ſupported me through a variety of miſery, 
Such as 1 believe no other woman ever expe- 
rienced, yet -my troubles have anfwered eve 
good purpoſe; they have taught me to 1 
upon this world with contempt; as ſuch, I fee 
people in a different light to thole who judge 
from inexperience and a felf-conceited knowledge, 
which leads them to ſuppoſe they know a great 
deal, when in reality they know but very little. 
And I often look with an eye of pity on thoſe 
narrow-minded fouls who appear to enjoy all 
the bleſſings of this life, yet are ſtrangers to 
that real ſatisfaction which I have enjoyed even 
in my greateſt diſtreſs; for why ſhould he re- 
pine at the want of a piece of bread; who has 
No evil conſcience to ſtare him in the face, and 
to tell him he only wants that which he de- 
nied to others, as a due reward for his deeds. 
I, who have made ſo many people happy with 
my bounty, can have nothing of that ſort to 
charge my memory with; therefore humble as 
my ſituation may appear in the. eyes of the 
world, and whatever my friends or enemies may 
think in reſpe&t to circumſtances or conduct, 
I will challenge the moſt perfect, of them with 
, theſe words; | | 
In every comfort you may me excell, 
But take my place, and learn to do as well. 

Indeed 


. * 
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Indeed I have ſeen enough of this world to 

know that a greatneſs of mind, joined to an in- 

dependence on things in this life, is. the only 

thing that can make us happy; particularly 

when we fall info misfortunes? for that is the 


grand trial, and ſoon diſcovers a wiſe man from 
a fool, and is a ſure way of putting a bad con- 


ſcience to the teſt; for I never knew a bad 


* 


man who did not ſink lower with the weight 
of depraved mind than all the evils of this 
Lie could produce; and Seneca tells us, to ſee 
a virtuous man ſtruggling with misfortunes is a 
fight the Gods = & look down upon with 
pleaſure; but I ſhall farther add, to ſee a vir- 
tuous woman loaded with infamy unmerited, 
mile at dire Oppreſſion's heavy hand, is a . ſight 
the Gods behold with wonder and aſtoniſhment ; 
and whatever great authors may advance con- 
cerning the mean comprehenſion of our ſex, I 
am perſuaded we only err for want of being 


better taught, which is the opinion of 


— 


Your affeCtionate friend, 


* 


S. WRONCREAp. 
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LETTER LXIV. 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. A— 


A BRAVE mind can never be diſtreſſed 


long; for though misfortunes ſeem to at- 
tack me on every ſide, yet Hope encourages 
me to look forward with a pleaſing view of 
ſeeing better days. When I count over the 
many changes in my life, 1 can ſcarcely think 
it poſhble for me to be the ſame perſon I was 
a few years ſince. I was then in plenty, and 
proſperity ſhone at my door, and flattery wanted 
no courting to be one of my gueſts. Thus 
time flided gaily on till misfortunes appeared; 
which changed the ſcene in a moment, and 
pointed out the uncertainty of human great- 
neſs, and of wordly friends. Indeed I ſcarcely 
believe there is ſuch a thing to be found; for 
I am ready to ſappoſe that all the good that 


ever was or ever will be conferred from one 


perſon to another happens more by chance than 
any other motive, or why do we ſee the moſt 
abandoned characters, who are ſtrangers tb every 
good quality, meet with more fayours than 
other people. Thus we ſee falling vice raiſed 
and ſupported while real merit and goodneſs 
is lingering out a wretched life in poverty and 
diſgrace. You may ſmile at the idea of chance ; 


but for my part I fancy every man acts in 
conjunction with chance, whoſe life and con- 


duct is not guided by — as ſuch, I fear, 


moſt 
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moſt men will find the beſt part of their time 
has been ſpent in a manner that will convince 
them that if chance had not directed them, 
_ reaſon has had very little influence over their 


actions; and the wiſeſt man in the world is 


not able to account for himſelf at all times, 
therefore no wonder ignorance is always in the 
wrong, without chance ſets them right. 
am juſt returned from the country, where 
I had the pleaſure of ſeeing Mr. Wronghead's 
daughter. She is at boarding ſchool. I mean 
to take her to London ſoon. She is a fine 
girL; and will be an excellent companion for 
me ; particularly as .her brother is going to 
leave us. His determination is to be in the 
navy, therefore I am obliged to conſent to his 
going to ſea though I confeſs I am unhappy 
at parting from him; for whatever the world 
may be pleaſed to think in reſpect to the im- 
. poſſibility of a ſtep mother's affection towards 
the children which are not her own, I deny 
it, and can prove that my affection for them 
has been tried not by words only, but in deeds 
ſuch as will ſtand the teſt of time; and I am 
happy to inform you my worſt enemies have 
not had it in their power to condemn my con- 
duct in that reſpect, which adds the higheſt 


> *atisfaCtion to 


7 


Your affectionate friend, 


S. WRON CHE Ap. 


LETTER 
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MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. 6—. 


- 


O convince you that I am not grown a 
eneral abuſer of the people in this place, 

Mr. Wronghead is acquainted with two gentle- 
men who I very much eſteem ; the one is fa- 
mous for his learning, the other for his human- 
ity and benevolence. I give the preference to 
the latter, though I am not ſo intimate with 
him as the former, who is the drolleſt charac» 
ter that ever exiſted; and ſo full of Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin, that if he fits down to play 
a hand of cards he is ſure to take a book out 
of his pocket and mutter over a few paſſages 
while the cards are dealing; and from his great 
attention to his books he often makes very 
laughable miſtakes; for I remember on aſking 
him who was to play firſt, he replied Homer; 


not long after a Lady aſked him if he choſe _ 


to ſhuffle, he ſaid he never read novels, he 
hated them; and I have heard he was once at 
a nobleman's houſe to dinner, and hearing the 
ſervants pretty loud though at a great diſtance, 
he called out in a great paſſion whip them 
boys, and really thought he had been in his 
own ſchool, which made the company very 


merry; for his is a kind of pleaſing forgetfſul- "4 


neſs, and as he is allowed to be a man of very 
great abilities it paſſes off very well, for he is 
an excellent companion. 745 
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It gives me 2 pleaſure to hear by a friend 
that you are endued with that incomparable judg- 
ment for ſo young a married lady as to have 
found out already how to manage Mr. G— as 
you pleaſe. I admire your ſkill, but cannot 
orbear ſmiling at your vanity for the pretty 
modeſt excuſe you make for ſhewing your tem- 
per by way of trying his. It is undoubtedl 

a very judicious maxim ; and though I confeſs 
I could never wiſh to try the experiment upon 
the man I loved, yet if no other way will agree 
with the colonel's conſtitution ſo well, pray let 
him have it; and my dear fiſter you will be 
right or wrong according to the effect it takes. 

ou know I am fond of few words in diſcord ; 
but what I do ſay I mean, and wiſh them to 
be rightly underſtood. Such is my diſpoſition, 
I would ſooner forgive a man for making away 
with my fortune than forgive him for treating 
me in a language which conveyed the leaſt in- 
dignity to my ſex, As ſuch I take great care 
not to = any provocation for that kind of 
uſage. May E. agree with my ſentiments, is 
the ſincere with of 


Your affeRionate ſiſter, 


S. WRONGHEAD. 


LETTER 


LL fFTTER wn 
MRS. WRONGHEAD To YOUNG W=—. 


A® you are now entering into the world at 
14 large as we call it, now is the moſt critical 
time in your life; for whatever right or wrong, 
judgment you form to yourſelf in reſpect to 
the various circumſtances that may happen in 
this world, depend in a great meaſure upoh the 
rules we lay down to ourſelves when we firit | 
enter upon it; and a young man had better be 
born without reaſon, than no: know how to- 
make uſe of it. As ſuch, you are in a line 
of life where you will often be with your ſu- 
periors; and as it is the common pride of 
young people to try to copy great men, I could 
with you to make one obſervation, that is, to- 
learn to know what true greatneſs is; for I am 

ſorry to ſay, that is ſeldom to be found amongſt 
thoſe whom the world call great; for a badge 
of honour ill becomes that man's breaſt who 
ought to have a brand of infamy in his hand; 
therefore I would adviſe you to pay that reſpect 
which is due to all great men, but to value no 
man only for his greatneſs of mind ; if you do, 
you will build your hopes on a weak founda- 
tion, and will find yourſelf deceived every day. 
Who can expect a kindneſs from a. man 
whoſe very voice echoes inſults to the diſtreſſed. 
Yet ſo infatuated is mankind in this particular, 
that a great man's promiſe would lead them 
R 3 N about 
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about like ſome fawning partiſan to be ſcourged 
as their pretended friends think proper. My 
dear John, let this be your motto—win gold 
and wear it. Let it ſhine with the luſtre of 
your own merit; which will add more real ſa- 
tisfaction to your mind than the riches of Haſ- 
tings. I know not what effect the ſalt water 
may have had upon you, but while on land L 
never knew you to be guilty of a mean action, 
nor- were you ever encouraged by me to do any 
thing of the kind; for though I have been 
very unfortunate in life, yet I am certain I 
could not have been ſupported through the dif- 
ficulties I have met with, but by being well aſ- 
ſured that I had done every thing in my power 
to promote your father's intereſt and happineſs. 
But when I found it was impoſſible to unbend 
his mind from thoſe mean contracted ideas that 
ſeemad ſo habitual to him, I then made it my 
whole ſtudy to inculcate ſuch liberal notions 
into your mind; which 1 hope will never be 
eraſed from your memory. 359 
Lou will underſtand what I mean by theſe 
inſtructions, for I do not mean to inſinuate that 
liberality which carries an imprudence in it ; for 
the man -who is more bountiful than he can af- 
ford is not only imprudent but unjuſt; for he 
who will hurt himſelf will feldom ſpare any 
body elſe, therefore ought not to be truſted ; 
but I mean that nobleneſs of ſoul which in- 
duces a man to do every thing according to his 
ability, and makes him ſcorn a mean action ei- 
ther in word or deed, which is the perfection of 
man. And the only general rule that can be 
laid down for any perſon to go by is this, 
firſt to be well acquainted with your own diſ- 
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"ledge of yourſelf that you may not be looked 
upon as one of thoſe inconſiſtent beings who ſeem 
to act more by witchcraft than reaſon ; and be- 
lieve me, though you ſeem to think your fa- 
þ ther's unhappy ſituation may have been a great 
diſadvantage to you, I flatter myſelf that it 
may have a very different effect; for as it had 
defeated every dependence you had upon him, 
you muſt now try with your moſt earneſt en- 
deavours to do that fox yourſelf which your 
friends have not in their power to do for you; 
and I make no doubt but a conſtant attention 
and reverence to thoſe above you, and a deſire 
to pleaſe thoſe beneath you will in time bring 


you to the ſummit of your deſires, which is 
the ſincere wiſh of 


Your ever affectionate friend, 


7 
S. WRONGHEAD. 
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LETTER LXVII. 


% 


MISS WRONGHEAD TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. f 


WARMED with the higheſt eſteem of gra- 
. titude and affeCtion, Tet me return you 
that duty which I could not but have owed-to 7 
you had 1 been your own child; as I am cer- 
tain no parental care could have lain me under 
ſtronger obligations; ſince you have ſupported 
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me not only diſintereſtedly, but even to your 


own ruin and difadvantage, when thoſe who 
ought to have done it have not only vidlated the 


moſt ſacred ties of nature, but have voluntarily 
endeavoured to put it out of your power to 
look down upon my dear brother and me with 


that ſatisfaction your noble heart could wiſh. 


And believe me, whenever I meet the dear boy, 


tis with prayers and tears we hold a conſul- 
tation, and beg for proſperity more to promote 
your happineſs than our own. Young as we 
are, we are well convinced we never had a friend 
but you, though in proſperity many profeſſed it, 

1 make no doubt but they would again, 
were we in a ſituation not to want. But be- 


lieve me I have ſenſe enough to fee the world 


as it really is, and am well aſſured thoſe who 
are forfaken by a huſband or a father, though 
ever ſo unjuſtly, will never find a friend; nor 


do I believe that _ perſon of real merit ever 
* did, nor will I till 


have a more convincing 
proof of it than I ever had yet. Dear mo- 
ther J often ſmile at the ridiculous excufes our 
relations, and thoſe who uſed to ſtile themſelves 
friends, make in treating my brother and me 
with diſreſpect on account of my father's im- 
prudence. It ſhows the depravity of their un- 
derſtandings, and muſt be the effect of either 


very contracted ideas, or the product of a ve 


bad heart; for if you had not treated us 1 
more juſtice, we muſt have been begging in the 
ſtreets before now: yet I ſuppoſe our pretended 


& » friends would take it very ill was any perſon to 


tell them they are deſtitute of benevolence ; 
though in their hearts they are ſtrangers to the 
very meaning of the word, as I have already 
experienced ; and 1 ſhall neyer forget to return 

7 | you 
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you my moſt dutiful thanks for inftrufting and 
preparing my mind to receive the frowns of the 
world before they came. Had my unhappy father 
taken the fame admonitions, we ſhould have 


wanted no friend: but then we might have gone 


off with the filly notion that ſuch a thing was 
to be found. But fince I find you have never 
met with one who had the higheſt right to claim 
it as a reward due to your own merit, who was 
neyer aſked to do a kindneſs for any one, and 
refuſed ; therefore, my dear mother, though your 
real goodneſs is hid from the poor blinded and 
deluded creatures of this world, be aſſured it 
will ere long be made known in that far more 
glorious world where you will not be rewarded 
the leſs for having it ſo — put out of 
your power to do as you could wiſh. But you 
will have the praiſes of heaven for your all- 
bountiful goodneſs to me and my dear brother, 


to all eternity; which is the aſſured belief of 
Your moſt affectionate daughter, 


A. WRONGHEAD. 


Fe + 
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LETTER LXVIII. 


* 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MISS ANN W—. 


| » 
INcceived your very affectlonate Letter; and it 
gives me the higheſt ſatisfaction to find you 
are well convinced that I have always had your in- 
tereſt at heart; and though the world ſeems unwilli 
even to allow me that ſmall merit, yet I have de- 
feated every deſign which could poſſibly reflect upon 
that part of my conduct. Indeed in this reſpect I 
have never acted with a view to pleaſe the world, 
but from the dictates of my own heart, a founda- 
tion which is not to be deſtroyed, and I flatter my- 
ſelf that the ſtrict attention I have paid to your 
morals will not only be productive of your happi- 
neſs here, but alſo redound to your eternal felicity 
hereafter; and whatever troubles and diſappoint- 
ments we may meet with in this life, we ought to 
reconcile it by this grand rule, that if we bring not 
thoſe misfortunes upon ourſelves by our own miſ- 
conduct, depend they are ſent to anſwer ſome great 
end, as he who ſent them cannot err, or diſpoſe our 
fate improperly; this ſerves to waft us through dif- 
ficulties unperceived, it enricheth us with fortitude, 
and is the fountain from which all our happineſs 
ang And be aſſured however proſperity may 
ſeem to raiſe ſome people above themſelves, it ſel- 
dom = that happineſs to the minds of thoſe who 
poſſeſs it, as we are weak enough to ſuppoſe, for 
proſperity appears not without a train of attend- 
ants, fuch as pride, arrogance, ſelſ-conceit, w_ 
tne 
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the moſt preſumptuous folly, which ſhine very con- 
ſpicuouſly in the perſon whole lot it is to be great 
before they have learned to be wiſe, for it requires 
more than a common underitanding to keep thoſe 
predominant paſſions in due ſubjection; for which 
reaſon we often fee men who riſe more by chance 
than merit, ſo inſufferably overbearing that the 
deſtroy their own happineſs by incurring that diſ- 
uſt and contempt which their ſituation ought to 
Rave ſet them ſo much above. Therefore adver- 
ſity may be often fent to heal the wound proſperity 
has made. I have ſuffered the ill effects from a 
circumſtance of this kind, therefore write from 
experience, being well aſſured there is ſome diſpo- 
fitions in the world that are very apt to repine at - 
the humble fituation in life which they are plaged 
in, though at the very time are concious to them- 
ſelves that it is the greateſt bleſſing kind Heaven 
could beſtow. Dear Ann, I ſhall conclude my 
letter with a few lines which I think applicable to 


this epiſtle. 
Deluded man, forbear to wiſli in vain, 
Thy wiſh is granted, but you'll {till complain, 
At thy requeſt proſperity appear, 
But for thy folly, thou ſhalt pay ſevere, 


From your's affectionately, 


8. W. % 


LETTER 


. 


2 . 
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LETTER LXIX, 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO. MRS. . 


you may expect to ſee me in the country ſoon, 


as I have Mr. Wronghead's conſent to go 


| where I pleaſe. Therefore I mean to viſit dear 


< 


B—ham, that once happy place; for I have never 
thought myſelf at home ſince I left it, though I 


have reſided at near a hundred places in leſs than 


ten years. You may think by this. time I ought 
to be ſettled ſomewhere. Indeed I wiſh it from my 
heart ; but fate has ſo decreed it, that I find with- 
out bid an everlaſting farewell to being dragged 
about from place to place in ſearch of that which I 
know is impoſſible to find, I muſt ſtill remain de- 
pendent upon nothing but idle hopes of amendment 


in him who I fear can never be mended ; therefore 
I merely beg for that reſolution and' fortitude 
which in 


ome reſpects I have never wanted, yet in 
this grand point have always fell ſhort of enough 
to diveſt myſelf of the inſults and miſery which I 
have long experienced from a man whoſe ingrati- 
tude for what I have done for his family ought to 
have returned it with every mark of eſteem. Yet 
T am ſorry to ſay, that duty on my part ſerves but 
to conſtitute his ruin; for his dependance upon my 
bounty, leads him to take every advantage ; and he 
is weak enough to ſuppoſe there will be no end to 
my property. As ſuch I mean to take my friends 
advice, and eſcape the evil by flying from it; for 


when every method has been tried to reclaim a 


man and convince him of his folly, without taking 
the 
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the leaſt effect, I muſt then think it but niadnefs, = 


and like reaſoning with the winds, to expect re- 
forming that which is not to be reformed. Yet I 
find myfelf inclined to think that ſuch unhappy 
beings claim our pity ; for is it conſiſtent with a 
rational being to be daily courting his own de- 
ſtruction? No; rather let it be ſaid he knows not 


what he does. Therefore 1 freely forgive the mam 


who has thus injured me, by depriving me of all 
earthly happineſs; as I am well convinced he has 
indiſcreetly made choice of means without con- 
ſidering either the effects or the conſequences, and 


has fallen a ſacrifice to his own follies, more from 


a depravity of mind, than from a hadneſs of heart. 


As ſuch, in defiance of every admonition I have 


had to the contrary, I ſhall always think that if 
Mr. W— could be transformed into a rational 
being, I muſt then look upon it as a duty incum- 
bent upon me to return to my lord and maſter, and 
receive him as the father did the prodigal ſon. But 
why do I not wiſh for the ſun to ſtand ſill, or the 
waves of the fea to be at reſt. They would obey 


me as ſoon. Therefore I am deſtitute even of 


hope. | | 
You ſee my dear ſiſter, I am loth to give up 2 
point 1 have fo much wiſhed to come off con- 
queror in. But it muſt be ſo, and my determina- 
tion is unalterably fixed, and you muſt not be 
ſurprized to hear a ſeparation has taken place, 
without a great change ſhould be wrought in a 
very little time; which I can have no reaſon to 
Expect. 


ſeldom hear from Mrs, Stanhope ; I fear Lady ; 


Smith Daval's words will be found too true, in re- 
ſpect to Mrs. S. though at that time my want of 
experience made me hard of belief; for I was 


always willing to 8 myſelf that Mrs. Stan- 


hops 


%, 


- N Ne 5 


9 ( 194 ) EF} 

hope was a fincere friend; and ſuch is my 

tion for her, that ſhould I find her otherwiſe, I 

muſt always pay that reſpect to her perſon which 

is due, for the attention ſhe paid to me while 

under her care; and though it is too much like 

our ſex, to begin a good work and not end it, yet 

J hope to have it in my power to rank Mrs. S— with 

the wonders of the world, by tiling her a friend 
to her own ſex: and may I never be wanting in 

this particular, is the fincere with of 


+=; Your ever affectionate ſiſter, 


3 * 
- 9 


S. WRONGHEAD.. 


* 


LETTER LXX. 


MRS, G— TO MRS. WRONGHEAD» 
3 | 14 I 
Vain is the vo a married woman make, 
The huſband rules, and ſhe her oath muſt break. 


_— A To. ate \ * 
* 2 i? hv y 2. *. 
Dad y 


| JND EED.I cannot forbear ig at your ſeeming 
2 determination to leave Mr. Wronghead, and 
think the beginning of this letter applicable to 
Jour preſent ſituation ; for believe me Mr. W—will 
peer ſuffer you to be from him long; he will find 
Fa if you are upon earth; he well knows your 
Aiſpoſition is ſuch that he has nothing to do but 
put on a hypocritical look, and ſhed a few un- 
meaning tears, and. all your reſolution of being 
parted from him vaniſhes in a moment. There is 
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no accounting for this ſtrange infatuation in woman, 

without it is by a kind of witchcraft, that a bad 
huſband has more influence over his wife than a 
ood one, or I think vou could never have ſuffered 

jo much and bear it fo tamely. I know you have 

too much ſenſe to wiſh me to give my advice upon 

this ſubject; nor would it be prudent of me to 

adviſe, I only wiſh to hear you are placed in a 
ſituation more agreeable to your amiable diſpoſi- 

tion; and I think 'tis impoſſible but the wretched 

= fate which has attended you, for ſome years, muſt 
* be nearly at an end; ill fortune will grow tired with 
her frowns and ſmile on thee to change the dreary 
ſcene. How much | wiſh for the time to ſee my dear 

ſiſter unincumbered from that load of miſery, and 
to hear her ſay freedom gives life to the gods; 
without, who would wiſh to live. Yet we value 
not that freedom while we have it, or we could 
never part with it upon ſuch eaſy terms. But I 
am ready-to believe you know the real worth of 
liberty by this time from being debarred from it in 
the higheſt ſenſe of the word, and may you ſoon 
enjoy it is the ſincere wiſh of | | 


Your's affectionately, 
8. | (ro, 


S a LETTER 
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LETTER LEE 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. G=—, 


12 AVE juſt made my eſcape. No one knows 
1 where I am at preſent, nor do I mean to 


write to any perſon but you, for fear of a diſ- 


covery. I am ſituated in a pleaſant town near 
ninety miles from the capital ; the family are 
well acquainted with my reaſon for taking ſuch 
a ſtep and approve of it. I am certain I am 


right, becauſe my conſcience tells me ſo, yet 


. * 


en this ſudden change; I find myſelf involved | 
in difficulties unknown before; indeed I have 
ſcarcely fortitude mough to ſupport the thoughts 
of being obliged to lay myſelf open to the 


believe me my feelings are not to be deſcribed 


ſcandal of the world in general, at the ſame 


time you well know, my dear. ſiſter, that Mr. 
Wronghead will be the firſt that will ſay I 
am gone off with ſome gentleman more agree- 
able to my wiſhes. You will ſmile at theſe ſcru- 
ples in a perſon who has ſuffered all the 
indignities of this ſort that could poſſibly be 
inflicted unmerited upon the human mind, yet 
I ſo much dread the thoughts of ſcandal, that 
it brings freſh to my memory the words of the 
immortal Shakeſpeare. 


. ? | 
Who nealify purſe ſteals traſh, 
*Tis ſomething, nothing; 'twas my 


Co FF © 
And has been flave to thouſands : 
But he that filches from me my good name 
Robs me of that which not enriches him 
And makes me poor indeed. 


ul 


In the family I now reſide there is a lovely. 


woman from whom I have received great con- 
ſolation, who has been as unfortunate in the 
married ftate as — therefore can ſympa- 
thize with me and admire my reſolution of 
being parted from a man who did every thing 
in his power to render my life inſupportable, 
though ſhe confeſſes it was more than ſhe ever 
had in her power to obtain, till death, ' beſt 
friend to that dear woman, put a period to the 
life of that object which ſhe had not courage 
enough to diſengage herſelf from by any other 
means. 1 find he was a man of faſhion ; has 
been dead near ten months; ſhe has a genteel 


fortune; and in this bleſt aſylum with ſuch an 


amiable companion may I ſpend the 1ermainder 
part of my life is the ſincere with of 


"Your affectionate ſiſter, | 
8, Wachonk Ap. 
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Act with ſtrict honor, what fools ſays deſpiſe, 


66 


TO B. ADAMS, ESQ. 


Who paid his addrefles to Miſs Sukey Catlane, 


To you my friend may Fortune's favours lead, 
May you be happy, and in love ſucceed, 

Bleſt in her ſmiles ſhe humble by good ſenſe, 
In every, friendſhip happy you commence. 
Let power nor envy e'er diſturb thy mind; 

A noble heart for greatneſs is deſign'd |! 
And every heart like mine ſhall hail thee wile. 
Ungenerous deeds, look at them with diſdain, 
For truth in love doth greateſt worth proclaim ; 
Deſpiſe ſuſpicion cool without a cauſe, 

Where virtue, merit don't withhold applauſe. 
Suffer no morning to upbraid the night, 

Bur glad the ſun in his returning light ; 

Then ſhall each morn be brighteſt as tis new, 


And every 22 bring happineſs in view. 


In that thou fayſt wiſh not for to deceive, 


For our weak ſex who'er we love, believe. 


As real bliſs comes from a real flame, 


Let that, dear Adams, be thy higheſt aim. 


Ihen take the fair one to thy arms with peace, 
And may thy pleaſure with thy love increaſe. 


FN LETTER 


LET TEX 0 


MRS. G— TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


WESTERDAY Mr. Wronghead called upon 
Captain G—. I was not at home. He 
ſeemed truly penitent for the ill treatment you 
had received from him, and confefled he was 
ſurpriſed you did not leave him before; and 
further added, that your equal for good qualities 
was not to be found. Yet ſuch was his un- 
happy diſpoſition, that he was ſorry to acknow- 
ledge it was out of his power to behave himſelf 


decent to any perſon long together; but flat- 
tered himſelf he had now ſeen into his error; 


and if you would be ſo kind as to return to 
him again you might depend -upon being treated 
with all the love and reſpe&t that was due to 
our merit. Mr. G- made him but little an- 
wer, well knowing that whatever Mr. W— 
advanced would be but to little purpoſe, not- 
withſtanding he promiſed to make ſuch alteration 
in his conduct that he makes no doubt, but you 
will have compaſſion and forgive all that is paſt. 
Indeed I hear he looks the picture of deſpair; 
and not a word dropped from his mouth that 
reflected upon your conduct for leaving him, but 
quoted that divine ſentence of Pope's, which 
tells us, whatever is, is right.“ tainly in 
Mr. Wronghead is every cies of inſanity 
mixed up with rationality : to day he is a ra- 
tional, to-morrow a mad man; treats thoſe work | 


| ( 200 ) 
he loves beſt, and does every thing in dire& op- 

poſition to reaſon and common Tank: ; and though 

he ſeems truly ſenſible of this impropriety in 

his conduct, yet he acknowledges it is out of 
* to help it, though he takes every me- 
t 


for that purpoſe. For my part I do not 


underſtand the meaning of ſuch a ſtrange kind 
of infatuation, particularly from a man who 
profeſſes ſo much religion as Mr. W-; for I. 
can never believe but the man who is once 
made ſenſible of his errors may conquer them 
if he ſets about it; or why are we bleſt with 
knowing right from wrong. Tis impoſſible for 
+ man to forbear repentance who is really ſenſible 
of his fins; and not aman on earth could make 
me believe he was ſorry for his ſins who is 
always ſinning. Such are my ſentiments in 
reſpect to Mr. Wronghead; and as he ſeems to 
with you to be from him till he can be tranf- 
ed Hints a rational being, 1 hope you wilt 
kave reſolution enough to give him time for 
ſuch a thorough change; for his whole frame 
muſt be taken to pieces, the ſtructure ne mo- 
delted, and not an atom of the old compoſition 
left. When this miracle is t then, an 
not till then, do you, my dear ſiſter, attempt 
to return. MIL 8 | 
He begged to be informed how he could get 


a letter to you. Mr. G— told 3 3 | 
to hear 


it with him. Therefore you may ex 
from him ſoon, as I ſuppoſe you would not 
refuſe 'a' favour of that kind, particularly as he 
bears your departure with decency, and not as 
you expected, by running to all his friends and 
aſking them if they could inform him wha you 
were gone off with. For though he had no 
particular reaſon to ſuſpect any perſon, yet his 
_ unhappy 


* 


* 
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unhappy diſpoſition led him to fix upon' a cauſe 


Yet I do not hear he has been (guilty of ſuch 
baſe infinuations to any of his acquaintance ; at 
preſent therefore I could wiſh you to inform 
him where vou are, as it will add much te your 
own happineſs, as he can have no reaſon to 
ſuſpet an impropriety in your conduct. The 
family you are placed in will convince him of 
the contrary. I wiſh much to ſee you in your 
retired fituation. I think you may almoft fancy 
yourſelf in heaven, compared with the ſcene 
ou have experienced for ſome years paſt; no 
oud bawls iſſued from the mouth of a Bedlam- 


that his own conſcience told him he deſerved. © 


ite to diſturb your reſt in a morning, no con-'+.-.. 


tinued ſcene of contradiction cloſes the day, nor 
dread confuſion waits the returning night. If 
all matrimony ends like this, who would not 
ſhudder at the ill effects. Few people know 
you have left Mr, W—. Thoſe who do are 
pleaſed to ſay they were ſurprized you did not 
leave him before. Yet theſe very - beings may 
blame you in the next company they meet; 
therefore if you pay the leaſt attention to the 
idle talk of that buſy part of the world who 
are too apt to paſs judgment upon circumſtances 
which. they know nothing about; and I have 
known many people who have ſuak into ruin 
for want of courage to extricate themſelves from 
it for fear of incurring the blame of ſome in- 
fatuated perſon who has, told them it was 
wrong. But 1 think you have ſeen too much 
of the world to adhere to admonitions of this 
fort; therefore I ſincerely wiſh you every 
comfort your ſham elopement can render you, 
and muſt further add, I ſhall be ſorry to hear 
you return. 
From your's, 


S. G=, 
LETTER 


LETTER LXXII. 
MR. WRONGHEAD TO MRS. WRONGHEAD. 


BELIEVE me I am now the unhappieft 
man on earth; I ſee my follies in ſo clear 
a light that I ſhudder at them, and like a 
criminal plead guilty before you; 1 have nothing 
but your forgiving — to rely upon; yet how 
can 1 aſk forgiveneſs from one I have ſo much 
injured. —Why your own merit encourages me 
to ſolicit you by all the ties of a diſtreſſed huſband, 
to return once more to him; who without you 
wiſhes not to live. Upbraid me not with my ill 
conduct: 1 feel the keeneſt darts for my impru- 
dence that ever man experienced; and if 1 err 
again, may you with juſtneſs ſay there is no 
truth in man. But my dear woman, I have ſcen 
my folly, I am convinced of the ill treatment 
u have unjuſtly received from me, and as 
— acknowledge it as I do intreat and beg 
your forgiveneſs. I ſhall now devote the re- 
mainder part of my life to making the beſt 
atonement I am able to Heaven and you, for the 
crimes 1 have committed; and hope you will not 
refuſe to look down with an eye of pity upon an 
object, whoſe diſtreſs of mind would claim your 
attention, could you behold me in this melanc 7 
fituation. My dear, you will be ready to think 
. theſe are profeſſions wb promiſes which I have often 
made and as often broke; therefore want ſome 
greater proofs of my ſtability, before you can 
| venture 
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venture to return: if ſo, you may command me 
whatever puniſhment you are pleaſed to inffict, 
and depend 1 will conform to it, and ſuffer with 
pleafure ; even were it to be tranſported for ſeven 
years, had I the leaſt hopes at the end of that 
time to be bleſt with your. defirable company, 
Can I ſay more, or could you wiſh more from a 
man, who you may reſt affured means,to fulfil 
every engagement he has offered in this letter, and 
wiſhes for nothing fo much as an opportunity to 
convince you vf the truth of theſe aſſertions; and 
J hope it will not de _ before I have the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing you in London :—then may we 
meet with pleaſure, never more to part; and my 
earneſt prayers are, that you may never repent of 
ſuch a ſtep; for indeed I am happy to inform you, 
Jam now looked upon as a rational being, what I 
have never been thought, for ſome years paſt ; 
and believe me, 'tis no {mall comfort for a man to 
find his ſenſes, who has fo long been thought 
to have none. 

My dear, I ſhould be glad to know in what 
part of the earth you have hid yourſelf; not that 
t would wiſh to ſurprize you with my preſence, 
as 1 am well aſſured, that would not be agreeable 
without you were convinced of the change there 
is wrought in me. Since you laſt ſaw me, no per- 
fon knows what I have ſuffered; yet it was all for 
my good ; and I ought not to complain, for all my 
troubles have only been ſuſſicient to humble me 
4nto a proper knowledge of my errors, without 
which, no man can ever mend, or lead a good life. 
But I ſhall not dwell upon this ſubject, leaſt 
you may think me too much in the hypocritical 
ſyſtem to be much altered for the better. 8 

Since you left me] have done every thing in my 
power to conduct my ſelf with propriety, and try 

| 800 
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40 walk within the rules of morality as much 
as any man could poſſibly do who had been ſuch 
a ſtranger to good works for ſo many years; and 
I flatter myſelf that if you will condeſcend to 
return to your poor unhappy huſband once more, 
he will convince you that 'tis not impoſſible for 
the worſt of men to forſake their evil wavs 
and becgme good ones. May this be the caſe of 


Your ever affectionate huſband, 


J. WRONGHEAB. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


MRS. WRONGHEAD TO MR. WRONGHEAD. 


- 
* ** 


IIOW can T account for that which is not 


- 


to be accounted for; can a man be mean 
enough to wiſh for that which ſerves to make him 
wretched ? Is it poſſible you can regret the loſs 
of her, whom your ill conduct has made miſera- 
ble, and one who cannot forget the injuries 
ſhe has received? therefore muſt beg to inform 
you, that nothing but ſeven years cloſe appli- 
cation to buſineſs, with an unblemiſhed cha- 
racter for that time, ſhall ever alter my opinion 
concerning any amendment that can be wrought 
in a diſpoſition ſo inconſtent with reaſon as yours; 
for if I am of no value only whcn 1 am from you, 
your greateſt happineſs muſt be in wiſhing for me, 
FEE : . as 


© 
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as fuch I mean to add that pleaſure to you by ſtay- 
5 ing in the country for ſome time. How a man can 
11 be diſtreſt for his wife who does every thing in his 
> power to make her miſerable while with him, I do 
not underſtand, without his happineſs conſiſts in 
making ſomething wretched, and can find no object 
ſo proper for him to tyrannize over as his wife ; as 
theſe appear to be the ſentiments of fome men, I could 
heartily wiſh thoſe kind of mock ſavages to be 
matched with ſome of thoſe viragos who would 
pay them in their own kind, and not tamely ſub- 
mit to a yoke of flayery which would make a 
noble mind ſhudder. No; I flipped through 
=_ yoke, and if I return to it may I ever wear it. 
There are no words could expreſs my happineſs 
was I aſſured you had ſeen into your follies, 
and that you had refolation enough to live ac- 
' cording to the dictates of reaſon. But alas! 
what right have I to expect it from the promiſe 
of a man who is more fickle than the wind, 
more deceitful than the ſerpent that beguiled 
Eve, and more hypocritical than the heart of « 
good man could ever conceive; and J wiſh for 
nothing. ſo much as to live to ſee that great 
change in your heart which you ſeem fo wan- 
tingly to put off with your tongue. But be- 
lieve me I will never be convinced by any thing 
but your deeds; ſor your words are. but inlets 
to diſcover the depravity of your mind till they 
correſpond with truth and goodneſs. May you 
never forget there was a time when I might 
have been made leſs miſerable and you more 
happy; that time is fled never to return; and. 
the beſt advice I am able to give you for the 
reſent is to endeavour to overcome thoſe vio- 
ent paſſions you are ſo ſubje& to, and remem- 
ber a few years mote will ſettle every diſeord  * 


| 


] 
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between us, and 1 hope bring us to a joyful end; 5 
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and depend, if we meet no more in this world, 


7 


it is ſo. ordered for the good of both; "therefore 


vou will never hear J am deſtitute of that. ſa- 


to that noble 


tis faction which can only ariſe from a conſcience 
void of offence; and believe me no power on 
earth could ever make me repent of a ſtep whereon 
depends my eternal felicity. For finding my- 
felf incapable of bearing any longer the frowns 
and indignities 1 had ſo long laboured under, 
I thought it very expedient to change the 
ſcene, and leave the objet who had taken ſuch 
pains to add theſe afflictions to my wretched 
mind. If you are not inſenſible to every hu- 
man feeling, if you are not an intire ſtranger 

Gran, delight in gratitude, 
you will at the receipt of this epiſtle, acquieſce 
in this one, and the laſt requeſt I ever mean 
to aſk, that is to let me ſpend my days undiſ- 
tutbed from matrimonial ſtrife, 2 om the 
keen inſults of low deſigning minds. Ye Gods 
I aſk no more; if more ye pleaſe to give, tis 


more than I deſerve 


S. WRONGHEAD, 
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His Royal Highneſs Prince WII IIA H RNA v. 


WIEN Britons boaſt their | mighty ſons of 


But challeng'd war with all its fierce alarms, "x 
When thundering cannons call him forth to arms, 


S We'll boldly meet thee, for we'd ſcorn to fly ; 2 ; 43 | 


And haughty © rinees tremble at thy name. | 1 
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Ac OP of VERSES, 


CY 


PRESENTED TO 


Fame, | 
Then thou great Prince, ſhall hear them thus pro- 


claim, 3 
Honor that Prince, who dares the raging ſeas, 1 


And ſcorns to live in indolence and eaſe, 


Then thou great Prince ſhall raiſe thy {kilful hand. 9 | 
To ſtrike our foes and ſave a ſinking land, © 4 F: \ 
And when grim Death, with all his darts appear, A 


We'll boldly meet thee ſince our Prince is here * 


Henry commands, and we're prepared to die, 7 
Riſe, mighty Prince in valour and command - _ 4 4 
Be thou by Sea, what William“ was by land, 
Then ſhall our foes be humbled and grow tame, 


William Duke of Cumberland. Xs A 
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A COPY of VERSES, 


MADE UPON 


Tux REVEREND Ms. D-—, 


In Eſſex, near Colcheſter. 


| AY thy example grace my humble verſe 
And teach my pen thy goodneſs to rehearſe, 

But what are words too mean to ſpeak thy praiſe, 

Or give the luſtre, that I wiſh to raiſe, 

Yet Reverend Sir, forgive this humble part 

For what. I miſs in words, I mean in heart, 

Thy noble thoughts inſpire thy mind to write, 

And from thy knowledge, ſpring ſuperior light, 

From every vein, there's ſome new thoughts ariſe, 

5 ; Deep as the grave, or lofty as the ſkies, 

For Nature's deep receſſes form thy plan, 

And moralize the nobleſt part of man. 


There wit ſhines brilliant and thy ſenſe explain, 
That mortal man could not be made in vain, 


But form'd with reaſon, endued with every ſenſe, 
And made immortal by Omnipotence, 5 8 
8 | Then 


(29) 
Then why ſhould man be loſt in human fate, 
Who's reaſoning ſoul declares him to be great, 


* 


Enriched with bleſſings ſuch as crown thy mind, 
Flow from thy works, to benefit mankind, 
Long mayſt thou live thou patron ſo divine, 


And may we copy from thy great deſign. 


T3 A POETICAL 


* 
\'s o 


4 POETICAL ESS AY 
UPON 5 1 


FALSE FRIENDS HIP. 


OME Friendſhip, come; with all thy arts 
appear; | 
I'll be thy judge, perhaps you're not ſincere. 
Lou may be ſent as ſome deceitful ſpy, 
To offer Friendſhip, which your heart deny; 
Or ſome more curious fiend may you employ, 


To ſhew relief which may my peace deſtroy; 


Various I know are all the ſhapes you bear, 

And falſe appearance is the maſk you wear; 
Lou are every thing deceit can wiſh to name, | 
And in an angels form the devil came, 


* His 


—ͤ—ñ—m—hͤ — — — 


(- 213. 


His voice ſo plealing, and his words ſo b 
What man on earth but what had been beguil d 
6 My name is pity, and I come to lend 

« Some ſmall aſſiſtance to my worthy friend. 
] for thy troubles have been much oppreſs'd, 
« And be aſſured I feel for the diſtreſs d. 

„ long have wiſh'd for power to give you aid ; 
My pride is juſtice, then be not afraid. 

It was in Adam's time, as we are told, 

The Devils did a conſultation hold 

To ruin man. The grand conteſt began, 

But how to ſcheme it was the niceſt plan. 

« Aſſume falſe friendſhip,” Lucifer reply'd, 
Attack him ſo, no fear he'll you deride ; | 

« Soothe him with flattery, let your words be cooth, 
* Be falſe in friendſhip, tis a Fiend's eye tooth. 
Up ftarted Satan with a thu icy. 
Applauds the ſchemez and bids his train u Mieten 
Moſt reverend Fiend to thee we owe the prize, 


To thee ſhall fall the great, the good, the wies * 


None ſhall eſcape, but all ſhall court thy aid, ® 

And with falſe friendſhip let them all be paid. 

Immortal be thy fame, and all thy race, | 

Aud in our regions take the higheſt place. 
* 


More 


* 
* 
- 
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( wt ) 
: More merit due for this aſpiring thought 

Thai mortals knew, or helliſh Fiends eber wrought, 
„ *Tis ſummum Bonum to our direful train, | 


And ſhall to man procure the greateſt pain. 
Then ſhall we triumph when a man's diſtreſs'd, 


9 


And curſe him moſt when moſt he thinks he's bleft. 


For miſery will for comfort often ſeek, 

And in their anguiſh will the mind oft ſpeak. 
Take that advantage, mark his deeds as well, 
Then ſcourge his folly, *tis the gift of hell. 
To wound a perfect ſoul be all things try'd, 
For dire deceit is Satan's God of pride. 

So ſhall our kingdom at the height aſcend, 
And man ſhall tremble at the name of friend. 
The inſpired Fiends fuch glory did reſound, 
The infernal regions echo'd with the ſound ; 
Satan's chief glory when a man appear 


Jo be a friend yet turn out infincere. 


-*Tis moſt like us who played our part ſo well, 
That God in jaſtice ſtruck us down to hell; 
Yet we have power, and will exert our right | 


„ Io puniſn man; I hate the creature's ſight. 
Vet I'll accoſt him in that tender form 

That charms the heart and muſt his ſenſes warm; 
5 WT * ö | VI} 


4 
A 
* 


(- uy. Fo | 
I'll peak ſuch. words he never heard before, 
And offer kindneſs—can the Gods do-more ? 
Pl teach him pleaſures that his ſoul-ne'er knews. 
But mark the end, revenge is in my view. 

I haye tortures, racks, and all ſo well deſign'd 
Shall touch him no where but his wretched mind, 
Then ſhall he feel the wound that T have made, 
His conſcience marred, his guilty foul betray d. 
Then will he curſe us when it is too late. 
Upbraid his ſtars and quarrel with his fate. - 5 * 
What pleaſure will it give for us to ſee | 3 
Thoſe perſect beings fall as well as we. 

He was beneath us why not keep him ſo; 

If not we'll blaſt him while he is below; 

Send out the crew, put on the ſhape of man, 
Deceive, diſſemble, that muſt be your plan. 
Show. him but riches, that will beſt ſucceed, 
Then take the coward he will gently lead; 
Quick to his ruin, he is moſtly bent, | 
Therefore wants not much courting to conſent. 
Be ready all, hold out the gilded bait, = 
And let the devils all in ſecret wait, . 
To watch their movements and conduct their will 
Show them that good from which proceeds all ill, 


(214 ) 


Show them the ſide which looks ſo wondrous fair, - 
But hide the evil with the greateſt care; 

For man is ſuſpicious of our aim, | 

And fain would rob us of our deareſt claim ; 

For thoſe on earth, more baſe than we are here, 
They rob and plunder what they hold moſt dear. 
And ſo deceitful is that thing called (man,). 
They glory to deceive us if they can. 

_ Falſe Friendſhip on the tongue too often dwell, 
Moſt happy he whoſe carriage fit it well. 
Therefore the mild and gentle bear the ſway, 
And Satan's tool at Mile End muſt obey; 

No ſon of Satan's can be more compleat, 

In all deluſive arts I own him great; 

Vet offer kindneſs with ſo good a grace, 

= Ti doubt his word, the very thought ſeem'd baſe.. 
What meaꝝ miſtruſt to guard againſt a friend; 

., Yet mark the truth 'twill anſwer every end. 
ene you ſtay the teſt of all his art, 

And ſhun the | attery of an evil heart. 

Beware thoſe ſmiles which moſt delude the mind, 

" Falſe are the hearts of thoſe who ſpeak moſt kind, 

© They ſeek their prey like ſome ſharp-ſighted Fiend, 


, | 4 { And with perſuaſive words deceive their friend. 


* | * { 215 p A : "43 
Then with triumphant voice their art proclaim, 
* A mighty deed my glory and my aim, 

At this all nature fetched a horrid groan, 


— 


And own'd its ruin to itſelf alone. 

This was a devil's very artful plot, 

Satan was right, but fooliſh man is not. 

Up ſtarted Wiſdom who with grief reply'd, 

Shake off deceit; be happy Reaſon cried, 

Learn truth and juſtice, let it be your care,. 

Why would you wiſh for Satan's mark to wear. 

E- Deceit in Friendſhip is the mark of hell, 

1 And thats his kingdom, wherefalſe Friendſhip dwell, 
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